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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.2  
Students will complete school with the academic 

rigor and preparation essential to choose from a 

wide range of substantial postsecondary options, 

including college

Indicators: 
AA.A.6.2.13  
Identify the components of a successful academic 

 career.
	GOAL:   Students will recognize and evaluate benefits of a successful academic career.


Activity Statements: 
Students will review a power-point presentation about the top ten skills that employers are looking for and question discussion questions throughout.  Then students, in small groups will identify necessary skills for a variety of jobs.  Finally, students will complete a self-assessment to identify what skills they currently possess and what skills they still need to gain.
Materials: 
LCD or data projector

Power-Point Presentation Top Ten Skills
Handout #1 Career Skills Needed

Handout #2 My Employable Skills
Procedures:

1. Say:  Today we are going to learn why school is important to our future.  Specifically, we are going to learn why school is important for my future career.

2. Show PowerPoint Presentation Top Ten Skills.
3. Slide #5 – Ask students to respond before going to the next slide.
4. Slide #8 – Ask students where do these skills come from and have them respond before showing Slide #8.

5. Slide #12 - STOP PowerPoint 

6. Divide students into pairs or groups of three

7. Pass Out Handout #1 Career Skills Needed

8. Give students about ten minutes to complete the handout together.

9. Resume PowerPoint presentation at Slide #13. (have students compare their answers with the ones on the slides)
10. Slide #26 - STOP PowerPoint 

11. Pass Out Handout #2 My Employable Skills

12. Give students about 5 or 10 minutes to complete the handout on their own.


13. Resume PowerPoint at Slide #27 and allow students to respond to the questions  using their answers to handout #2 that they just completed.

Discussion:  Use questions from Slide # 27
1. Which of the Ten do you show the most?

2. How does your work at school show that you have the Top Ten Skills?

3. How does your life at home show that you have the Top Ten Skills?

4. Why do you think employers chose these skills?

5. Which of these skills best describe you?

6. Which of these skills do you need to develop?

7. How can you develop these skills?

Additional Resources: 
Southern Indiana Chamber of Commerce (www.sicc.org)

www.kentuckianaworks.org 

Southern7 Workforce Investment Board (944-7793)

Work One Center (Karen Bertrand 948-6102 ext. 111)

ICPAC (icpac.indiana.edu)

Occupational Outlook Handbook (www.bls.gov/oco)

Department of Education (www.ed.gov/index.jhtml)

Extension Activities: 
Have students take home Handout #2 and share it with their parents the skills that they still need help developing.
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Activity:

Have students record their Early Skills in their Portfolio.
Developed by:  Shelly DeBerry, Counselor, Martinsburg High School (2009)
sdeberry@access.k12.wv.us
Resource or Adapted from:
http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning
Grade 9 Unit 1 Lesson 1
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