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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.1 

Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, 



and skills that contribute to effective learning 



in school and across the lifespan.

Indicators:  
AA.A.6.1.09  
Acquire and practice effective test-taking skills.
	GOAL:   Students will acquire and practice effective test-taking skills.


Activity Statements: 
Students will discuss test-taking skills and  will recognize the benefit of test-taking strategies.

Students will compare types of test-taking skills based on type of test.
Materials: 
1. Handout 1:  Test Taking Strategies (one copy per student or display handout electronically)
2. Handout 2:  Test Taking Tips (one copy per student or display handout electronically)
3. Projector, white board, or flip chart

Procedures:
1. The teacher begins the lesson by asking students to name the different types of test they take.  As students provide examples, the ideas are posted electronically, or on a board or chart.  The teacher asks students if there are ways to study for each of these types of tests.  Their suggestions should be added to the display next to the type of test.
2. Copies of Handout 1:  Test Taking Strategies are distributed to students (or displayed electronically).  The teacher explains that Handout 1 provides an explanation of test taking strategies.  Students read the DETER strategy silently.  After a few minutes for silent reading, the teacher asks students if they can describe what each letter in DETER represents.  
3. Assign students to five groups identified by each of the letters “DETER”.  Each group will work as a team to develop an action to help remember what the letter assigned to the group represents.  After a few minutes of teamwork, each group will give their demonstration.  
4. After all groups have demonstrated, the entire class will discuss how these demonstrations can help them remember the steps.  Act out DETER as a group, and then ask students to give a quick explanation of each letter taking note that the activity will make it easier to remember what they represent the next time there is a test.

5. If time, distribute and read Handout 2:  Test Taking Tips.  Discuss additional test taking strategies.  
Discussion:  
· What strategies might be needed for WESTEST?
· Are the strategies for WESTEST different than for a regular classroom exam?  Explain.

· Have you developed your own strategies that work for you?  Do you have strategies you can share with others? 
· What is the DETER method for test taking strategies?
· What additional test taking tips have you learned?  Do you have additional strategies you can share with us?
· Which strategies have we learned that will work for almost any type of test?
Additional Resources: 
· http://www.testtakingtips.com/
· http://www.studygs.net/tsttak1.htm - info@studygs.net 
· http://www.amby.com/worksite/taketest.html (maybe 8th grade & tied to future employment?)

· http://www.state.tn.us/education/assessment/doc/tsteststrategies.pdf
· http://www.bucks.edu/~specpop/tests.htm
· http://www.how-to-study.com/study-skills/en/taking-tests/47/test-anxiety/
· http://www.stressmanagementtips.com/ - Stress Management Tips
· http://www.testtakingtips.com/parents/index.htm - Tips for Parents

· 

· http://www.songsforteaching.com/studytesttakingskills/index.htm
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/ - WVDE Strategy Bank
Extension Activities: 
· Students may investigate additional test taking tips using electronic resources.
· Students may use Acuity test sample questions to practice for the WESTEST.

· Students may develop a 21st Century presentation on DETER or another test taking strategy.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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