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PUBLIC SPEAKING PART 1 – Speak Up!                 


	GRADE  6   LESSON 22



Time Required:  30-45 minutes 

Content Standards: 

AA.S.1  
Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, 



and skills that contribute to effective learning in 


    school and across the lifespan. 
      

        AA.S.5 
       Students will employ strategies to achieve future 

     career goals and know where and how to obtain 


     information about the world of work and 


     postsecondary training/education. 
    AA.S.7  
    Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes 

  and interpersonal skills to help them understand 

  and respect self and others. 

Indicators: 
AA.A.6.1.07

Reinforce effective communication skills including public speaking and 



presentation skills.
AA.C.6.5.07

Demonstrate effective communication skills with presentations and public 



speaking activities.
AA.PSD.6.7.08

Demonstrate understanding of effective communication skills.


                   
	GOAL:   Students will reinforce effective public speaking/presentation skills.


Activity Statements: 
Students will learn about successful public speaking strategies.  They will have the opportunity to speak in front of the class by presenting one of the strategies for discussion.  They will then discuss the various forms of communication as well as reflecting on the experience.
Materials: 
Handout 1 - Effective Public Speaking 
Procedures:
1. Begin the lesson by asking students what makes a good speech.  Give students time to think before answering.  Point out that it might be easier to answer what makes a speech NOT good.  
2. Assign student partners to set up for a “jigsaw” activity.  Students line up (either by birthday or by alphabetical order of first name as the teacher chooses).  The students then count off as 1-2 
until all students are either 1 or 2.  Distribute copies of Handout 1 – Effective Public Speaking.    Partners are then assigned a section of Handout 1 to read and discuss.  Instruct students that after ten minutes, they will present their section to the rest of the class and will be considered the experts on that section.   Tell the students they are “on the clock” to be prepared to share their section after ten minutes to prepare.  Instruct them to make sure each member of the team is involved in the preparation and presentation in some way.

3. After ten minutes, each pair will present the assigned section of Handout 1 to the class.  Continue with each pair in order of the sections of the handout.

4. Ask students to formulate one or two questions (with the correct answers) about their section of the handout and submit to the teacher.  The teacher uses students’ questions to have a verbal discussion.  (The teacher may also use students’ questions as a follow up for a future lesson.)
Discussion:  
· How can you overcome fear of speaking in front of others?  
· Can you describe strategies that have worked for you in the past?

· What presentations or public speaking will you need to be able to do in the future?
· What types of presentations or public speaking might be necessary in some careers?

· What types of communication are important when speaking to a group?

· What have we learned about effective speaking from today’s presentations?

· Is there anything we will change about our own presentations based upon what we learned today?

· Are there key points for which there should be further study or discussion?

Additional Resources: 
http://www.school-for-champions.com/speaking/boyd_short_guide.htm - Effective Public Speaking

http://www.cccoe.net/social/skillslist.htm - Relaxation Strategies
http://www.school-for-champions.com/speaking.htm - Succeed in Public Speaking
www.teach-nology.com/teachers/lesson_plans/language_arts/speaking
Extension Activities: 
· Discuss introductions and business etiquette.  Have students learn appropriate ways to introduce other and practice introductions.  Role play business greetings for various career settings.  Discuss how first impressions can ruin chances for employment.  

· Investigate high school requirements for presentations, speeches, etc.  Will students need to be prepared to present senior portfolios?   Are there courses in which they will have to present oral reports?  If so, what can students do now to be more prepared for those activities?
· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)
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