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	GRADE   6  LESSON 6.21
Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.3  Students will understand the relationship of academics to 

              the world of work and to life at home and in the community.
AA.S.5  Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals 


 and know where to obtain information about the world of 
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 work and postsecondary training education.

Indicators:   
AA. A.6.3.09       Explore the various skills applied to the annual assessment.

A. A..6.3.10
   Improve written communication strategies.
AA.C.6.5.06
   Review the previous writing assessment and apply new strategies to improve skills

	GOAL:   Students will review previous writing assessments and strengthen writing strategies using a career prompt.


Activity Statements: 
Students will discuss the state writing assessment, review the scoring rubric and identify their personal strengths and weaknesses. Students will identify and practice strategies to improve writing skills.

Materials: 

1. Handout 1: Writing Assessment Rubric

2. Handout 2:  BINGO Cards  (one set to be distributed one page per student)

3. Teacher Resource 1:  Sample Writing Prompts

4. Teacher Resource 2:  BINGO Call Card

5. Optional small prizes or awards  for BINGO games

6. Pencils, paper
7. White board, or flip chart

8. Optional closed circuit presentation, video, or guest speaker to explain the Online Writing Assessment
Procedures:
1. The teacher begins class by displaying one writing prompt from Teacher Resource 1:  Sample Writing Prompts or another prompt of choice.  The teacher should take a moment to remind students about how the online writing assessment is done and what to expect.  (A school administrator or counselor could provide a brief explanation by closed circuit television for sixth grade advisories on a day before this lesson is to be presented.) 

2. The teacher instructs students to brainstorm ideas about the topic.  These ideas are posted as students say them.  After ideas are listed, the class works in small groups to develop complete sentences for at least one or two of the ideas posted.  
3. The teacher distributes Handout 1:  Writing Assessment Rubric and the class discusses the items listed for a score of 6, exemplary rating.  

4. The teacher distributes Handout 2:  BINGO Cards and follows the instructions on Teacher Resource 2:  BINGO Call Card.  (Students will need to use pieces of paper to cover, or a pencil to mark, items on their cards during this game.)

Discussion:  

· What did you learn about writing complete sentences?

· Is writing important?  Will it be important to you as adults?  How?

· Are there times you don’t have to use a complete sentence?  How do you know?

· What is the most difficult part of writing?  Is it harder to come up with the ideas or harder to remember rules for grammar, spelling, etc.?

· How can we improve the area that’s harder for us to do?  Who can help us with this?

· Are there sections of the Writing Rubric that you don’t understand?  Explain.

· If there is something on the Writing Rubric that is a weakness in your writing skills, what can you do to improve?  
Additional Resources: 
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/westest_index.html - WESTEST 2 Overview
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/writing/wa_index.html - Online Writing Overview
· http://boe.mono.k12.wv.us/resources/writing_files/PARENT_GUIDE_2008.pdf - Parent Guide
· http://www.acuityforschool.com/why-choose-acuity/acuity_casestudy_ohiocounty.pdf (teacher?)

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/results_state.html  - state results

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/filecabinet.html - WVDE File Cabinet

· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WRITING%20ROADMAP%202%20-%20RUBRIC.pdf – writing rubric

· Writing Roadmap 2.0 Description  - Roadmap Description
· http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WESTEST%20Online%20Writing%20ParentBrochure.8.12indd.pdf – parent brochure
Extension Activities: 

· The class may begin a Word Wall in the classroom and build it during the school year.  Encourage students to find new words to add to the Wall for test preparation.  Remind students of the importance of vocabulary and being able to use and recognize a variety of words.

· Students may work on improving their own writing strategies through independent study.  They may talk with their language arts teachers or other resources to assist them.

· Students may practice brainstorming ideas about various topics. 

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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