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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards:
AA.S.4    Students will acquire the skills to investigate the 


    world of work in relation to knowledge of self and 


    to make informed career decisions.
Indicators:   
    AA.C.6.4.11  Compare and contrast different career options.
	GOAL:   Students will compare and contrast different career options.


Activity Statements: 
Students will learn about available careers by exploring various career options.  They will determine the benefits and the difference between career options.
Materials: 
1. Handout 1:  Career Zones (copies for students to share or display electronically)
2. Handout 2: Career Quiz (one copy for each student or display electronically)
3. Teacher Resource 1:  Career Quiz Answers

4. Paper, pencils or pens

5. Optional Activity:  Display career planner electronically and search a few careers together (http://www.educationplanner.org/careerkey/code/careersearch.asp?sponsor=2859&path=ug.gs.discover&islogin=true  - optional career planner link)
Procedures:
1. Students are instructed to read Handout 1:  Career Zones silently.  After few minutes of silent reading, the teacher asks students to briefly describe job interest areas.  
2. The teacher displays Handout 2:  Career Quiz electronically or distributes copies of the handout.  (If an electronic display is used, students will write answers on their own paper.)  Students complete the Career Quiz independently.   The teacher should announce the amount of time they will have to complete the Quiz, and then announce they are “on the clock”.
3. After the allotted time, the teacher checks to make sure all students are ready to proceed.  The teacher displays the answers on Teacher Resource 1:  Career Quiz Answers or read answers.  Students check their own answers.  The teacher leads a discussion of any surprises, how well they did on the quiz, etc.
4. If possible, continue with the Optional Activity.  Access the link electronically and click through a couple of examples.  
5. Point out the additional resource (listed below), Occupational Outlook Handbook and explain that this book tells training and education needed, earnings, expected job prospects in the future, what workers do on the job, and working conditions.
Discussion:  
· Did you identify a particular area of interest when you read Handout 1:  Career Zones?  Explain.
· What is most important when considering a future career?

· Is it important to consider personal strengths and weaknesses, likes and dislikes when selecting a career?  Why?
· Do most people have only one job or career in their lifetimes?  Explain.

· Is it important to develop skills that are flexible?  Why?

· Experts say that many of the jobs that will be available in the near future have not yet been created.  What does this mean and why?

Additional Resources: 
· http://www.khake.com/page94.html  - Career Development and Lesson Plans
· http://www.breitlinks.com/careers/career_activities.htm - Career Exploration
· http://alex.state.al.us/lesson_view.php?id=6673 – Career Exploration Lesson Plan
· http://www.bls.gov/OCO/ - Occupational Outlook Handbook
· http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/342425/a_lesson_plan_for_career_exploration.html -
writing activity
· http://teachers.net/projects/traveling_buddies/ - Flat Stanley resource
· http://www.mnsu.edu/cdc/students/undeclared/handbook/worksheet.pdf - Career Exploration Worksheet
· http://www.pacareerzone.org/assessment/quick/home.jsf?conversationId=1628472 – Career Zone

· http://cfwv.com – Career planning tool 

Extension Activities: 
· Students may access electronic links to do independent study on careers.
· Students may extend the Flat Stanley concept into the workplace.  Students will complete a journal activity or some form of documentation of Flat Stanley’s experience.
· Students may share career information and resources with other students or adults.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

[image: image2.png]clivy

learn more.earn more.
College Foundation of West Virginia




Activity:

Students can have fun playing the Career-O-Matic where they get see what careers they might have if they leave their career up to chance.  Then, students can browse careers by the WV Career Clusters.  Any careers students find interesting they can add to their Portfolio.
	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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