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Students deserve it = The world demands it



GRADE 6 LESSON 18
Time Required:  30 – 45 minutes
Content Standards:  
AA.S.3  
Students will understand the 
relationship of academics to the 





world of work and to life at home and in the community. 
AA.S.9              Students will understand safety and survival skills and apply coping strategies

Indicators:

AA.A.6.3.07 

Understand and apply skills for Global 21 learning.

AA.PSD.6.9.11 
Apply Global 21 skills to academic, career and personal/social behaviors.  
	GOAL:  To understand and apply skills for Global21 learning.


Activity Statement:

In this activity students will learn to “think outside of the box”.  They will use the example 
given to discuss possible careers and college majors.
Materials:
· Pencils
· Handout 1 - “21st Century Learning Skills” 
	Procedures: 

1. Give each student a copy of handout 1 and review the handout as a class. 

2. Explain this activity is developed to encourage the students to use creative 21st Century thinking skills to solve challenges.  

3. Students will work individually on this activity.  
4. On a whiteboard, chalkboard or flipchart easel, draw a 9 dot square large enough for all of the students to see.  (see diagram 1)

5. Ask the students to replicate your drawing on the back of the handout you just gave them.  Then, ask the students to connect all of the dots using four straight lines, without lifting their pens off the paper.  All of the dots must be connected within one of the lines.
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6. Allow students five minutes to work on activity independently.

7. After five minutes are complete, ask everyone to put down their pens.  Ask if anyone believes they have found the correct way to complete the challenge.  Offer them the opportunity to come up front and show everyone how they completed the challenge.  

8. Once everyone who would like to show how they completed the challenge has had a chance to do so, show the students the correct way to complete the challenge.  (see diagram 2)

Diagram 1:
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Diagram 2:
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Discussion Questions:

1. How does this activity relate to planning your future? 
2. When you are asked “what you want to be when you grow up”, what are the usual answers?  (teacher, doctor, lawyer, nurse, truck driver, etc.)

3. Should you only think of common careers when planning for the future? 

4. How can you learn about careers and college majors that are not usually talked about? 
	5.    Is it important to have a job that you are interested in doing for the rest of your life? 
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Additional Resources:  

Policy 2520.14 -- 21st Century Learning Skills and Technology Tools Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools (PDF) (Word) (http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/)

Skills Pay Off Later - http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/03/090325132536.htm
Crossword Puzzles -  http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/crossword/Crossword_k-8.pdf
Pay Differential - http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/docs_lessons/203_pay1.html
Extension Activities (Optional):  

Have students take handout home and discuss 21st Century Learning Skills with their parents or other adults.  They can ask questions about how 21st Century Learning Skills are used on a daily basis at home, at work, etc.  
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