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	                  Grade  6  Lesson 14
              Respecting others and their Property
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Directions:  Divide your class into small groups of 3 or 4.  Read the Paragraph’s aloud to the entire class and instruct them to discuss in their small groups and make a decision on what the best course of action  would be and why.  Have a member from each group report the group’s conclusions to the class.  Facilitate friendly discussion between small groups on what to do with each scenario.  Encourage critical thinking skills. 


1. Assume you are the owner of a small grocery store in your city.  Lately, shoplifting has been increasing, and you are becoming concerned about losing your business because of the lost revenue. You believe that many of the teens who come in after school may be involved.  You can’t afford to continue to lose money.  You are afraid to raise you prices for fear of losing customers.  What do you do?  Discussion items:  What are some possible courses of action? What are some of the costs of shoplifting?  Are there drawbacks to your course of action?  List some ways he the owner is affected.  List some ways the customers are affected.  What would happen to the shoplifters if they were caught?
2. On your way to school one morning you see a couple of your friend’s throw rocks through one of the school windows and then run away from the area.  They don’t see you and no one else sees them.  Once at school, you hear over the loud speaker that there is a reward for information leading to catching who broke the window.  You don’t want to lose your friends, but you know this is wrong.  What do you do?  Discussion items: What kind of a friend are you if you tell? (you may have to really work to get an appropriate response here) What happens if you do not report what you saw?  What happens if you do?  What is the right thing to do? Why?     

3. Statistics suggest that teenagers are more likely than any other age group to be both victims as well as offenders in incidents of property crime.  Discuss in your small group why this is so.  Discussion Items: What factors do you believe contribute to teenagers committing property crimes?  What do you think would reduce the number of property crimes commited by teenagers in your community?  If you were a city official, how would you go about implementing crime reduction in your community.  
4. What are the programs in your community that help people protect their property from vandalism and prevent burglaries?  How do these programs help?
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