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	GRADE  5  LESSON 9


Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.3 

Students will understand the relationship of academics 

to the world of work, and to life at home, and in the 

community.
AA.S.5 

Students will employ strategies to achieve future goals.
Indicators : 
AA.A.5.3.04  
Discover the concept and value of a cumulative record.
AA.C.5.5.06 
Understand the value of the cumulative school record and maintain a portfolio.
	GOAL:   Students will understand the concept and value of cumulative school records.


Activity Statements: 
1. Instructor will lead the class in a discussion, “What is a cumulative school record?” and “Why is it important?”

2. With the instructor’s guidance, students will complete a worksheet that teaches them how to figure their GPA.

3. In teacher led discussion, students will consider the parts of the cumulative record and the significance of those records.

4. Students will complete an activity entitled, “Looking Ahead.” This activity challenges students to set goals for middle school, high school, and beyond. Students are also prompted to consider the importance of the cumulative record in reaching these goals.  

Materials: 
Handout #1: How Do I Figure My GPA?

Handout #2: Looking Ahead
Calculators
Procedures:
1. Discussion may begin by asking students what they know about a cumulative school record. What is it? What is included in their records? (Grading records, attendance records, achievement test results, awards, and extra-curricular activities.)  Why are these records important? 
2. Challenge students to understand their school records are not simply documents in a main office or registrar’s file drawer. It is their educational history in the making. As the fifth grade students enter middle school, it is important they understand they are responsible for developing an educational history that will lead to success.
3. Since one of the most important aspects of a cumulative school record is the grade point average, students need to understand what a GPA is, how it is derived, and how important the GPA is to short and long term educational and extra-curricular goals.
4. Distribute Handout 1 - “How Do I Figure My GPA.” Guide the students through the process of determining the GPA for the student sample.  The student sample’s GPA is 2.77777; therefore, rounding up will yield a GPA of 2.8. Remind the students that their GPA will affect their future goals. You may use this activity as a game: Allow students time to work on figuring the GPA on their own to see which student does the math the quickest and with accuracy. Review the process with the students. Encourage students to figure their own GPA as an extension activity. (See below.)
5. Distribute Handout 2 - “Looking Ahead.” Ask students to think about any goals or plans for middle school, such as playing sports, cheerleading, joining a club like National Junior Honor Society, or beginning a foreign language, etc.  Ask them to think about some goals for high school. Challenge them to look into the future to see how grades, test scores, activities, etc. may affect their reaching these goals. Challenge them further to consider post high school goals, such as attending college or joining the military and the affect of their educational history in arriving at these goals. 
6. Allow students time to work in collaborative pairs to discuss their goals and to brainstorm the importance of various aspects of their student records toward meeting these goals as they complete Activity 2.
Discussion:  
1. Questions following Activity #2 may include:

a. What kind of goals do you have? Ask students to share their goals.

b. How will grades and other records affect reaching these goals? 

2. Many students hope to play sports or be a cheerleader in middle school. 
     Discuss the kind of GPA that is necessary for these activities. Some students    

     may hope to be involved in honors courses and organizations in high 

     school. What minimum GPA would this require? Most fifth graders plan to  

     attend college. Discuss the importance of their overall GPA for this goal 

     especially if students hope for a scholarship. Ask students what other 

     aspects of their cumulative records would be important for this goal, such 

     as extracurricular activities, volunteering, test records, etc.

3. Closing discussions need to emphasize these points:
a. Students’ cumulative records are not just grades. Cumulative school records include everything students do throughout their educational experience.

b. School records are not just papers in a drawer. It is their own educational history in the making.

c. They are responsible for developing a cumulative record that is most reflective of their abilities reaching their fullest potentials.

Additional Resources: 
Online resources for figuring a student’s Grade Point Average: 
calculators.collegetoolkit.com 
www.onlineconversion.com/grade_point_average.htm
Resource for researching college requirements:

www.wv.educationplanner.org

Extension Activities: 
Students may enlist parent involvement in the following activities:

a. Students can determine their own GPA by following the steps using their own classes and grades. Students and parents may also use the online conversion at: www.onlineconversion.com/grade_point_average.htm.
 b. Students may go online at wv.educationplanner.org or www.cfwv.com to research colleges of interest to determine the average GPA for students who are accepted into that college.  They click on “School Search” and “Undergraduate Colleges.” Clicking on Admissions for the college of interest will provide that information. Out-of-state college links are also provided.
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Activity:

Have students record their long-term goals in the Looking Ahead section of their Portfolio.
Lesson Developed by Cathy Grewe, Counselor
Jackson Middle School (2009)
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