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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.1
Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and skills that 

contribute to effective learning in school and across the 

lifespan. 

AA.S.7
Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes and 


interpersonal skills to help them understand and respect 


self and others. 

Indicators:   
AA.A.5.1.01 
 Explore attitudes and behaviors that lead to   

 successful learning.
 AA.PSD.5.7.09 Understand how working with peers creates a 
 cohesive environment.
	GOAL:   Students will establish ground rules for LINKS.


Activity Statements: 
Students will discuss the purpose of LINKS/advisory and develop a list of advisory/LINKS classroom rules.  The students discuss the ground rules and the reason behind each one.
Materials: 
1. Teacher Resource 1:  Buddy Venn Instructions
2. Handout 1:  Buddy Venn (one per two students/Adobe File)  
3. Teacher Resource 2:    Setting Classroom Rules 
4. Optional Handout 2:    LINKS Information (or access site electronically - http://wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/links/about.html and http://wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/links/Policy%202520.19.pdf)

5. Chart paper or poster board

6. Crayons or markers

7. Data projector with access to Internet (optional)

Procedures:
1. Teacher will introduce icebreaker (Buddy Venn) activity as follows.   Teacher will explain to students that they have 2 minutes to line up at the front of the room by birthdays (month and date, not year).  Once students are lined up, the teacher will begin with the first student, having him announce birth month and day (for example, January 18) and proceed down the lineup with each student following suit.  Students will exchange places to correct the lineup as needed.  Assign partners in pairs in this order then proceed to the next step.
2. Distribute copies of Handout 1 – Buddy Venn to assigned pairs of students and follow instructions from Teacher Resource 1 - Buddy Venn Instructions.  
3. After completing the Buddy Venn activity, the teacher will collect the Buddy Venn Diagrams and instruct students to remain with their partners for the next part of the lesson.
4. The teacher will give a brief introduction stating, “The West Virginia Department of Education provides content standards and expectations for advisory classes in the state similar to those of other classes like math or science”.   The teacher will project the websites (or use print copies) noting a few key points from the material.

5. Ask student groups to take two minutes to discuss within their groups what they perceive as the purpose of advisory.  After two minutes, ask students to give a few examples from their discussion.  
6. The teacher follows procedures for Teacher Resource 1 - Setting Classroom Rules.    (Steps 1 through 4 may be eliminated if time is limited.)  
7. The teacher may use Optional Handout 2 – LINKS Information as an alternate lesson or as an additional resource to discuss more details about the LINKS and advisory programs.  This handout is based upon information from the WVDE website.
Discussion:  
· What is the purpose of an advisory or LINKS program?
· How can these programs benefit students?

· Why do we have rules?
· Are there rules that are different for advisory class than for other classes?  Explain.
· What rules will be conducive to an advisory classroom?  Why?

· How can we document the rules so that all of us will remember to follow them during the school year?

Additional Resources: 
· WVDE LINKS site:  http://wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/links/about.html
· WVDE CSOs for Advisory or WVDE link to site: http://wvde.state.wv.us/counselors/links/Policy%202520.19.pdf
· Creating Classroom Rules:- www.lauracandler.com/filecabinet/misc/rules.pdf
· Creating a Caring Classroom:  http://www.lauracandler.com/strategies/caringclass.php
Extension Activities: 
· Alternate assignment:  www.lauracandler.com “Creating Classroom Rules” activity at http://home.att.net/~teaching/misc/rules.pdf
· A student or group of students may develop a classroom presentation that reviews today’s rules.  The student(s) will then present the review to the class at a later date.

· The teacher or students may develop class posters listing today’s rules.  The posters may be displayed in the classroom.

· Use Optional Handout 2 – LINKS Information to investigate LINKS purpose and structure.

· Interested students may be assigned to do a more in-depth study of the WVDE policies discussed in class today.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)
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