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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.7
Students will acquire the knowledge, attitudes and 
interpersonal skills to help them understand and respect 
self and others.  

Indicators:

AA.PSD.5.7.15 
Understand how personal responsibility affects the larger community.  
	GOAL: To recognize how personal responsibility affects the larger community.


Activity Statements: Students will complete responsibility activity sheet, discuss differences in personal and social responsibility, then participate in a group activity and writing assignment regarding responsibility.  
Materials: 
· Handout 1 “Are You a Responsible Person?” 
· Handout 2  “How To Be a Responsible Person” 
· Large paper (construction paper, large copy paper, poster paper)
· Markers, crayons, colored pencils, etc.
Procedures:

1. Give each student a copy of Handout 1 and instruct them to answer the questions on it. 
2. Explain the difference between personal and social responsibility.

Personal responsibility: recognizing that you are the only person responsible for the things that you do, decisions you make and how you feel and think.  You cannot blame others for choices you make.  

Social responsibility: the idea that all people have a responsibility to others, the environment and doing good instead of bad.  

3. Review discussion questions below. 
4. Divide class into six small groups and give each student a copy of handout 2.  Have each group brainstorm ways to handle irresponsible people and write their ideas down (at least one for each bullet point on the handout).  
5. Have each group come up with ways people, groups, businesses, etc. are socially responsible (write these down).

6. Each group will need to develop a poster of ways to be socially responsible and personally responsible.  

7. Have each group discuss their posters.  Display the posters in the classroom.
Discussion:  Students will discuss ways to be personally and socially responsible while describing their posters.  Have some discussion around consequences of being irresponsible vs. responsible both personally and socially.  
Discussion Questions: 
· What does it mean when someone is described as a responsible person?  

· What are some of the responsibilities kids your age have? 

· What are some reasons you may want to be considered a responsible person?  

· How does it make you feel or what do you think when someone lets you down? 

· Why should we worry about being socially responsible?

· What would happen if people were not socially responsible?  To the environment?  To other people? 

Additional Resources: 
www.goodcharacter.com – character education free resources, materials and lesson plans.
www.charactercounts.org – character education resources
www.responsibilityproject.com – exploring what it means to do the right thing.   
Extension Activities: Have everybody in the advisory group write a letter to the President, Governor, Senator or other person who can make changes in society about an environmental or educational issue that is currently in the news.  Inform the students they need to bring their letters in so you can put all letters in a large envelope and mail them to whomever they have chosen to write.  A copy of the letter should be placed in each student’s portfolio for later reflecting and to reflect on any responses received.  
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