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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.1 

Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and 

skills that contribute to effective learning in 


school and across the lifespan.
 
Indicators:
AA.A.5.1.09  
Develop effective test-taking skills.

	GOAL:   Students will acquire and practice effective test-taking skills.


Activity Statements: 

Students will form groups and then identify test taking strategies.  Students will post lists of strategies as identified by their groups.   The teacher will lead a discussion of strategies in order to identify additional strategies and how the strategies might apply to different types of tests.  
Students will play a strategies game to reinforce test taking strategies learned during the lesson.
Materials: 

Handout 1 – Test Taking Strategies (one copy per student)
Handout 2 – Strategies I Can Use (one copy per student)

Teacher Resource 1 – Strategies Game
Teacher Resource 2 – Test Types

Teacher Resource 3 – Suggested Resources for Test Taking Strategies
Assorted articles and material on appropriate test taking strategies (one copy each of several resources for groups to use)

Flip chart, markers (labeled by type of test for activity)

Whiteboard or flip chart, markers (Write “Student Game Board” with point values in advance for strategies game from TR 1 so that the board is ready for the game.)
Procedures:
1. As students enter the classroom, they are given a slip of paper from Teacher Resource 2 – Test Types.  Students take their seats and remain quiet until everyone is in place.  The teacher instructs students to follow the instructions on the Test Type slip to form groups by type.

2. The teacher distributes various test taking strategies materials to each of the teams   (Teacher Resource 3 – Suggested Resources for Test Taking Strategies or other materials). Students work as teams to develop lists of test taking strategies for the type of test to which each group is assigned.  (For example, the group identified as “multiple choice” will look for multiple choice and generic strategies.)   Allow five minutes or so and then ask students to copy their lists onto the flip chart by type of test.  

3. Distribute copies of Handout 1 – Test Taking Strategies.  The teacher leads a discussion about key points on the list.  (During the discussion, refer back to the flip charts for additional ideas as needed.)  Students make notes on the Handout to help them remember tips and strategies.  Explain to students that they will be permitted to use their notes on the Strategies Game that follows.

4. Students may participate in the teams they already have or the teacher may combine teams to form two teams for the Strategies Game.  

5. The teacher assigns a scorekeeper (or serves as scorekeeper if teams are even). Each team will select a captain.  Use Teacher Resource 1 – Strategies Game to continue the lesson with a team game.  

6. Distribute copies of Handout 2 – Strategies I Can Use for students to keep for future reference.  
Discussion:  

· Are there strategies that work better for certain types of tests?  Give an example.

· Will some strategies apply to different types of tests? Explain.

· Why are test taking strategies important for students?  Explain.

· Might the strategies be helpful to adults as well?  Why?

· What tests do most middle school students take in West Virginia?  What types of tests are they?

· How can teamwork be important when preparing for tests?  Give an example.

· Are there some tests for which teamwork isn’t helpful? Why?

· What characteristics could be helpful in a study partner? 
· How can test taking strategies help you do your best?

· Why is it important to do your best on tests?  

Additional Resources: 

http://www.greatschools.org/LD/school-learning/test-taking-tips.gs?content=754 – Test-Taking Tips
http://www.gusd.org/sycamore/parents/testing/testtaking.php - Test Taking Strategies

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/study-skills/teaching-methods/6390.html - Top Ten Test Taking Tips for Students

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=3748860 – Checklist:  Test Taking Strategies

http://www.education.com/magazine/article/Test_Tips_TrueFalse_Multiple/ - Multiple Choice and True/False Test-Taking Tips
http://www.jstor.org/pss/27540225 - Teaching Middle School Students to Use a Test Taking Strategy

http://jc-schools.net/tutorials/test-strategies.ppt #260,6,Multiple Choice Questions – Strategies for Taking Standardized Tests (PPT)

http://home.earthlink.net/~bmgei/educate/docs/aperson/grade_6/grade_6l/aphg6-8.htm - Good Habits for Taking a Test (lesson plan)

http://www.testtakingtips.com/ - Test Taking Tips

http://www.how-to-study.com/ - How to Study

http://www.realclassroomideas.com/resources/Assessment-Test+Taking+Vocabulary.doc – Test Taking Vocabulary
http://www.studygs.net/tsttak1.htm - Tips for Test Taking

http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/uploads/4879.pdf - How to Take Tests (lesson plan)

http://homeworktips.about.com/od/schooltests/a/tips.htm - Test Taking Tips
http://www.hardin.k12.ky.us/res_techn/download/careers.ppt - Jeopardy for the Classroom

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4006 – No Pain High Gain

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?is-3748860 – Test Taking Strategies

Extension Activities: 

· Students may develop personal Test Taking Strategies booklets or posters.

· Interested students may develop a test taking strategies page for the school website.

· Students with an interest may develop an article for the school newspaper on test taking tips.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 

Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
	


[image: image2.png]INKS

Student Advisement Program






[image: image2.png]