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Some Test Taking Strategies to Remember:


BEFORE A TEST
· Memorize lists by making a poem or rhyme that incorporates the words you need to remember.

· Make up a cheer or dance that will help you remember how to spell a word, a definition, or a list.

· Make a connection between something silly and something you need to remember to help recall something later. 

· Look up new vocabulary words.  Vocabulary is one of the most important things I need for tests.

· Find a study buddy you can count on.  Take turns asking each other questions, reciting memorized lists, or spelling words.

· Practice taking notes in a way that helps you remember the most important points.

· Learn relaxation skills so you won’t be stressed as much when you are taking a test.

· Do your homework and complete assignments so you won’t have surprises at test time.

· Get plenty of rest and good nutrition before a test.

· Be on time so you won’t walk into a test already stressed.

· Learn a graphic organizer that will help you organize your thoughts for essay questions, the online writing assessment, etc.
· Practice using charts, tables, and graphs to help you answer questions.
DURING A TEST

· Read the directions carefully.

· Focus on the stuff you know.  Answer those questions first.

· Practice using the process of elimination when answering questions.

· Read through a test completely and answer all of the easiest questions first.  Mark the questions you skipped with a star so you know which ones to go back to later.

· Keep track of time when taking a test so you don’t run out of time before you are finished.

· Learn relaxation skills so you won’t be stressed as much when you are taking a test.

· If you finish a test early, go back over answers.  

· If the test seems overwhelming, cover part of it so you don’t see the entire test.

· Use a graphic organizer that will help you organize your thoughts for essay questions, the online writing assessment, etc.

· If your answers are on a different form than the questions, check periodically to make sure you are marking in the right place on the answer form.

· Draw a picture or chart to help you with math questions.

· Use estimation and common sense – does my answer seem reasonable?

AFTER A TEST

· Look up new vocabulary words.  Vocabulary is one of the most important things I need for tests.

· Look up missed answers when you get back a test.  Learn from your mistakes.

Other Strategies from Today’s Lesson:

