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Respecting Authority                                              


	               Grade  5  Lesson 26
Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 

AA.S.7
Students will acquire the knowledge,   

              attitudes and interpersonal skills to help  

              them understand and respect their self and  others.                  
Indicators:
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AA.PSD.5.7.10

Recognize and accept the role of authority.

AA.PSD.5.7.11               Identify ways to respect self and others.


	GOAL:   To recognize and accept the role of authority.


Activity Statement: 

Students will define respect and authority figures and will learn how to show respect through role-playing activities that will demonstrate responses from both sides of the authority situation.   

Materials: 

1. Handout 1
2. Handout 2
3. Chalk board or white board

Procedures:
1. Begin by Asking “who are authority figures?”  Generate a list of authority figures from the students and write them on the board.  (i.e.…Police, teachers, parents, principal, etc…) 
2. Divide group into 3 smaller groups and assign each group a paragraph from Handout 1 to study and present to the rest of the class.  The advisor/teacher will present the first two paragraphs (Basic Rules for Respecting all People and Note to Students) as an example to follow.   Allow groups about 10 to 15 minutes to prepare their presentation to the group. Discuss each paragraph after the presentation to clarify the material for the students.  
3. Next have student take turns reading the steps on Handout 2 aloud.  Discuss these steps as a group for celerity and understanding as you go.  Once all the steps have been reviewed instruct students to demonstrate the use of the steps through role plays.  The Advisor/Instructor will demonstrate the skill first to provide an example.  (prep another adult or even a student ahead of time to help with this)  During the role-play the instructor will demonstrate and instruct the students to demonstrate “thinking” by touching ones head while saying thoughts out loud.   This is important because it allows the student to hear how we use our own self- talk to calm ourselves and make good decisions. 
Have one student play the authority figure while the other student demonstrates the steps.  Listed here are some examples you can use.  Pick the scenario’s for the students avoiding situations that are personal issues for the students in the role plays to avoid uncomfortable situations. Feel free to reuse them or make up your own. 

Role Play Scenarios:

· A Teacher upset with student who did not turn in homework.

· A Police officer addressing a student for being out past curfew.

· A principal addressing a student for bring a cell phone to school.

· A parents addressing the student for a low grade.

· A teacher addressing a student for being tardy, again!

· A coach addressing a student for missing the play.

· A store owner addressing the student for loitering.

· A security guard addressing the student for being in the wrong seat at a concert.

4. Continue until all students have demonstrated the skill.
Discussion:  
Additional Resources: 

1.  http://eqi.org/respect.htm
Here is an educational resource that defines respect and compares and contrasts respect, fear and obedience.  
2.  http://www.just4dads.org/discipline2.html  This is a parenting site that offers tips for teaching children about respect. 

3.  http://www.livewiremedia.com/allguides/BCBC-12.pdf This is a lesson plan on respect that is part of the Big Changes, Big Choices Program.  If offers activities and discussion questions and has an accompanying video that can be ordered.  
4. http://www.peacefulsolution.org/curriculum/products/Free_Lessons/Int-Respect-Chap%201.pdf
The peaceful solutions site offer a multitude of activities and worksheets deal with the topic.  
Extension Activities:   
· Send handout 2 home and ask parents to review it with their child. 
· At a later date, ask the students share situations where they did or didn’t follow the suggestions listed on handout 2 and let them explain how it played out for them.  Process this with them.  Have them explain how they might handle the situation differently next time. 
Resource: P.O. Box 2442, Abilene, Texas 79604
Phone: 325-672-9492 *  Toll-Free 888-613-9494  *  Fax: 325-677-9023
info@peacefulsolution.org
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