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Content Standards: 
AA.S.1
Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and skills that 


contribute to effective learning in school and across the 


lifespan. 

AA.S.5
Students will employ strategies to achieve future career

goals and know where and how to obtain information 

about the world of work and postsecondary training/ 


education. 

AA.S.9  Students will understand safety and survival skills and 


apply coping strategies. 

Indicators:  
AA.A.5.1.08  
Develop effective communication skills.
AA.C.5.5.05
Develop awareness of the education and training needed to achieve career goals.

	GOAL:   Students will develop effective public speaking/presentation skills.


Activity Statements: 


Students will identify West Virginia Career Clusters.



Students will practice effective communication within a small group setting.



Students will discuss coping strategies for dealing with stress.
Materials: 


Handout 1 – Career Clusters (projected electronically and/or printed)

Data projector with Internet access (optional):  http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm

(Also available on CFWV.com at : https://secure.cfwv.com/Career_Planning/Explore_Careers/_default.aspx ) 
Alternate lesson:  
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LAPublicSpeakingTongueTwistersIdea67.htm 
Procedures:
1. Have students number off by six (number of clusters).   
2. Ask students to remember the original group of six in which they started since they will need to come back to this group later.   After explaining this, have students move to groups by their assigned number.  (For example, all “ones” will move their chairs and be seated as a group.)  
3. Assign each group to one career cluster and provide a copy of Handout 1 -  Career Clusters. 
4. Instruct each group to read about the assigned cluster and discuss the examples of careers listed for it.   Allow about ten minutes for discussion, but move on to the next step if discussion wanes earlier.
5. Instruct groups to move back into their original groups.   There is now an “expert” in the original group on career examples for each career cluster.  
6. Instruct students to explain what they learned about their assigned Career Clusters starting with Agriculture, Science, and Natural Resources, then alphabetically until all Clusters have been shared.  In this manner each student shares information about a cluster within a small group.
7. The teacher may display the West Virginia Career Cluster (http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm) page by data projector with Internet access to follow links for further discussion.    The Clusters, associated careers and programs of study are also available at: https://secure.cfwv.com/Career_Planning/Explore_Careers/_default.aspx .
Discussion:  
· How did you feel about sharing Career Clusters within a small group?

· What strategies did you use to cope with stress if you were nervous about 

talking to a group? 
· What are the Career Clusters identified in West Virginia?  

· Were you already aware of Career Clusters?
· Can you name examples of careers for each Career Cluster?

· Do you have an idea yet as to which career cluster you are interested in 

· pursuing?

· Are there any careers from the examples give with which you are not familiar?  

· How can we learn more about careers that are available or may be available in 
the future?

Additional Resources: 
· WVDE Policy 2510:  http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/p2510.pdf 
· WVDE Career & Technical Education link:  http://careertech.k12.wv.us/ProgramsofStudy.htm
· CFWV.com: https://secure.cfwv.com/Career_Planning/Explore_Careers/_default.aspx   
· WV Clearinghouse:  http://wvclear.wvstateu.edu/ 
· Overcoming Speech Anxiety:  http://curriculalessons.suite101.com/article.cfm/how_to_overcome_speech_anxiety
· Interviews:  http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/english/intervie.htm 
· Public Speaking unit: http://www.lessonplanspage.com/LAPublicSpeakingTongueTwistersIdea67.htm  
Extension Activities: 
· Students may be assigned to do further research on unfamiliar careers.  Encourage them to also consider 21st Century careers that are still under development.

· Students may use a copy of the local high school Programs of Study to investigate requirements for a particular Career Cluster.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor. 
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Using CFWV.com, students can review the Career Clusters and associated careers and programs of study through Explore Careers.  Students may also match themselves to Clusters using the Career Cluster Survey.
	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2009)
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