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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards:
AA.S.3  
Students will understand the relationship 



of academics to the world of work and to 



life at home and in the community.  

Indicators:   
            AA.A.5.3.07     Review previous writing assessments and 


            strengthen writing skills.
	GOAL:   Students will review previous writing assessments and strengthen writing strategies using a career prompt.


Activity Statements: 
Students will review the purpose and structure of writing assessments including a review of the fifth grade writing assessment rubric. Students will practice writing skills using a career prompt.
Materials: 
1. Teacher Resource 1:  Writing Assessment Overview (displayed electronically or copies for students)
2. Handout 1:  Writing Assessment Rubric (one copy per student)
3. Teacher Resource 2:  Career Writing Prompt (displayed electronically or on whiteboard)
4. Projector or whiteboard

5. Paper, pencils or pens

Procedures:
1. The teacher displays Teacher Resource 1:  Writing Assessment Overview.  Students will skim the information on the page and discuss briefly the purpose of the writing assessment.  (If there are questions, the teacher may have them recorded and follow up with the test coordinator before the next class meeting.)
2. The teacher instructs students to silently line up in alphabetical order by last name.  Allow 3 minutes for students to line up.  The teacher quickly checks the line up and adjusts placement as needed.  Students number off into groups for the next activity (number from 1 to 5 to match the number of columns on the rubric).  Each group is seated together as a team.  One member of each group picks up copies of Handout 1:  Writing Assessment Rubric from the teacher and distributes a copy to each team member. 
3.  Students work in teams to review the designated column of the writing assessment rubric (team 1 reviews column 1 “Organization”, etc.).  After teams have 3 to 5 minutes to read their sections.  Students keep the rubric for reference while completing the writing assignment using Teacher Resource 1:  Career Writing Prompt.
Discussion:  
· Explain each of these types of writing:  persuasive, narrative, descriptive, informative.  What is the purpose of each?   How are these different?
· What is a rubric?  How will the rubric be used for the writing assessment?  

· Can it help to be familiar with a rubric before an assessment?  Why?

· Are there parts of the rubric that you don’t understand?  If so, who can we ask for more information?

· Explain why writing is assessed.  Is writing an important skill?  Will it be an important skill for you as an adult?
· How is writing online different from writing on paper?  Are different organizational or thinking skills used?  Explain.
Additional Resources: 
1. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/westest_index.html - WVDE assessment index
2. http://boe.mono.k12.wv.us/resources/writing_files/PARENT_GUIDE_2008.pdf
3. http://www.acuityforschool.com/why-choose-acuity/acuity_casestudy_ohiocounty.pdf  - Sample Acuity Case Study
4. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/ - WVDE Assessment
5. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/results_state.html - WVDE results
6. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/filecabinet.html - WVDE File Cabinet
7. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WRITING%20ROADMAP%202%20-%20RUBRIC.pdf – writing rubric
8. Writing Roadmap 2.0 Description – Roadmap Description
9. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WESTEST%20Online%20Writing%20ParentBrochure.8.12indd.pdf – WVDE parent brochure

10. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/filecabinet.html - WVDE assessment file cabinet
11. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/WESTEST2OnlineWriting-ReleasedField-TestedGrade6PersuasiveSample.pdf - Grade 6 sample
12. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/West%20Virginia%20Writing%20Rubric%20-%20Grade%205.pdf  – Grade 5 rubric
13. http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/results_state.html   - state results
Extension Activities: 
· The class may begin a Word Wall in the classroom and build it during the school year.  Encourage students to find new words to add to the Wall for test preparation.  Remind students of the importance of vocabulary and being able to use and recognize a variety of words.
· Encourage students to take home Handout 1:  Writing Assessment Rubric and share with their parents.
· Students may continue practicing for the online writing assessment outside of class.  Perhaps the language arts department or test administrator may provide students with information to take home to parents including suggestions for helping students at home.  
· Students may research and report on careers for which writing is important.
· Students should use their writing assignment today to complete research on preparation to compare what they thought they would need for a given career to the actual preparation involved.

· Interested students may volunteer to seek additional information about the writing assessment and rubric to share with the class.  They may use questions generated from today’s class as a starting point.
· Other activities as assigned by advisor.
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Using CFWV.com, students can locate careers for which writing is a key component by using the Career Finder and searching by School Subject.  Students may also using the Compare Careers feature to  help understand the differences between careers.  
	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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