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Setting Classroom Rules
Procedures: 

1. Have each group brainstorm and take about two minutes to write down some rules they have at home. 

2. Each group should select a recorder and a speaker.

3. Give the groups about ten minutes to compare and contrast their rules at home with their groups. 

4. Write this question on the board or flip chart: "Why do we need rules?" 

5. Give the groups ten minutes or so to discuss this question. 

6. The recorder in the group should write on a piece of paper about five reasons. 

7. Give each speaker of the group a few minutes to discuss their group's reasons and with teacher's leadership, narrow these down to just a few general reasons for the class. 

8. Give each group a sheet of poster paper.

9. Within their group, have students come up with 10 - 12 classroom rules that they think are necessary for a classroom. 
10. A recorder from each group should record these on the poster paper.

11. The speaker of each group will put the group’s poster paper on the wall and take turns sharing the group’s rules.  

12. Discuss the rules on the board with the entire class. With the help of the class, narrow down the rules by combining them. For example, “don’t hurt others”, “don’t interrupt others”, “keep hands to self” could fall under “Be respectful”.  Try to use positive terms rather than negative when writing rules.  Limit the total number of classroom rules to no more than 5 or 6.
13. Have each student write down these few narrowed down rules in planners or notebooks for future reference.
14. Refer to the original question "Why are these rules important?" and discuss as a large group. 
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