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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards:
AA.S.3  
Students will understand the relationship of academics to                

                           the world of work and to life at home and in the    

                           community.
AA.S.8  
Students will make decisions, set goals, and take 


necessary action to achieve goals.

Indicators:   
 AA.A.5.3.05
            Learn an effective decision-making model.
   AA.PSD.5.8.06
Discuss the use of a decision-making model to 



prioritize options.

	GOAL:   Students will utilize the decision making model to prioritize options.


Activity Statements: 
Students will review the decision tree model for making decisions.

Students will use the decision-making model to prioritize options.

Students will use group problem solving skills to investigate conflicting loyalties.

Materials: 

1. Handout 1:  Decision Tree Analysis (enough copies to cut in advance into jigsaw sections – one section per student in the class)
2. Teacher Resource 1:  Decision Tree Discussion Examples
3. Paper, pens or pencils

4. Poster or chart paper, markers
 Procedures:
1. The teacher begins the lesson by reviewing the decision tree examples completed in lesson 5.13.  Provide a few moments for the students to reflect on decision trees and any new ideas they have formed about them.  (If possible display an example to help with discussion.)

2. The teacher shuffles the sections of Handout 1:  Decision Tree Analysis and distributes sections.  One section (sections 1 through 5) of Handout 1 is given to 
each student.  After distributing one section per student, the teacher instructs students to move into groups of students by section of the handout.  (For example, all students that received section 1 of the handout will form group 1.)  Students are given one minute to move into groups and put “on the clock”.

3. After one minute, the teacher explains that groups will complete the assignment as a jigsaw assignment.  Each group will read the assigned section of the handout and discuss how the section relates to the decision making tree.    Groups will be given 3 to 5 minutes to read and discuss.  The group will select a reporter and prepare to present section to the class.

4. Each group reporter will explain the group’s assigned section of the handout to the class.  Allow time for questions and discussion after each section.  

5. The teacher follows instructions on Teacher Resource 1:  Decision Making Discussion Examples to continue decision making activities.
Discussion:  

· Give examples of decisions for which the decision tree model may not be effective.   Why? What other decision making model might be used instead?

· What should be considered when prioritizing plans and making decisions?

· What does it mean to “fit in”?  Why do we need to be aware of it? 

· How is prioritizing a part of decision making?  Can you think of any examples to share?

· How can prioritizing help you achieve your career goals?

· Agree or disagree:  Some decisions are more difficult than others.   Explain your answer.
· Is it sometimes helpful to gather information before making a decision? Explain.

· When someone has two possible choices, should he or she always do the right thing?  Even if that is the hardest thing to do?  Give an example and explain.

Additional Resources: 
· http://www.goodcharacter.com/YCC/DoingRight.html  - How to Decide What’s the Right Think to Do
· http://www.smartdraw.com/specials/decision-tree-software.htm?id=340247&gclid=CN3Vi4zp3J8CFUde2godV2KsHg – Decision Tree Software

· http://www.freedownloadscenter.com/live/decision-tree-template/template.html - Decision Tree Downloads

· http://www.ehow.com/how_4815533_draw-decision-tree-excel.html  - How to Draw a Decision Tree in Excel

· http://rfptemplates.technologyevaluation.com/rfp/for/free-decision-tree-template.html - Decision Tree Template Links

· http://www.slideshare.net/PowerPointing.com/powerpoint-decision-tree - PowerPoint Decision Tree

· http://images.google.com/images?hl=en&q=decision+tree+diagrams&revid=1891164502&resnum=0&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ei=z-lsS4DNH-WutgenxKCKBg&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&ct=title&resnum=1&ved=0CB0QsAQwAA – Decision Tree Images

· http://www.mindtools.com/dectree.html - Decision Tree Analysis

· http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/TC060784201033.aspx?CategoryID=CT101431341033 – Microsoft Tree Diagram Templates
· http://missouricareereducation.org/CDs/GuidanceLessons/All-Gr6-8.pdf (The Successful Student:  AD4-Gr6-8-Unit1.doc Page 1 of 5)
· http://www.teachingmoments.com/Teaching-Moments-What-is-Success.html  - What is Success
· http://www.teachingmoments.com/Teaching-Moments-Wants-Needs-Desires.html - Wants, Needs, Desires
· http://www.teachingmoments.com/Teaching-Moments-10steps_better_grades.html - 10 Steps to Better Grades
· http://www.teachingmoments.com/Teaching-Moments-Positive-Self-Talk.html  - Positive Self Talk
· http://www.mindtools.com/pages/article/newHTE_92.htm - Making the best of your time and resources
· http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/uploads/4879.pdf - Decision Making Model (page 55)

· http://www.goodcharacter.com/Socratic_method.html - Socratic Method

· http://www.goodcharacter.com/dilemma/dilemma26.html - Additional dilemmas to consider for Teacher Resource 1 activity
Extension Activities: 

· Students may explore decision tree templates and experiment with various decision tree formats.

· Students may complete a decision tree project as a long-term project or as an interdisciplinary project.

· The decision tree model may be brought up in this class and others during future “teachable moments” to review and reflect on making sound decisions.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.

	Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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