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The teacher explains that some decisions are easier to make than others.  Some decisions are small and won’t have a lasting affect.  Other decisions are not so easy.

Students will work in groups to solve a problem.  Each group is given chart or graph paper & markers.  Students may draw a Decision Tree, make a simple list of steps they could take, etc.  Allow students to determine how they will illustrate their thoughts.

The teacher chooses one of the following scenarios (or uses a teacher-developed scenario) and explains the following instructions:

1. Students complete their decision tree or list.

2. Students record their work on the chart paper.

3. After ten minutes for the group to work on their problem, students will share their ideas, one group at a time.

After groups present how they each solved the problem, the teacher follows with “what if” questions listed after the selected scenario.

· Shoplifting

Scenario:  Jerry is with his friends shopping at the mall.  While leaving a store, one of the guys starts putting little objects in his pockets.  What should Jerry do?  

What if?  What if some of the stuff is handed to Jerry?  What if his parents ask him where he got the stuff?  What if….?    (Can students think of other “what if” situations?)

· Cheating

Scenario:  Elena does really well in school, but she is starting the feel the pressure in her Math class.  She is not prepared for today’s test.  She knows how important it is.  She knows she can see tests on other students’ desks well enough to get just a few answers.  What should Elena do?


What if?    What if she gets an A she doesn’t feel she deserves?  What if Elena gets 


caught?  What if her friends see what she is doing?  What if….?  (Can students 


think of other “what if” situations?)

· Bullying

Scenario:  Cristal’s friends have been picking on a new girl.   She knows they have been doing it too much – it’s starting to look like bullying.  She feels sorry for the new girl, but doesn’t want to make her friends turn against her.  What should Cristal do?

What if?  What if Cristal is present when the girls bully the new girl?  What if a teacher asks Cristal what’s happening?  What if Cristal is called to the office as a witness?  What if Cristal’s parents receive a phone call from the school?  What if…  (Can students think of other “what if” situations?)

· Finders Keepers
Scenario:  Ericka is on the sidewalk near her school when she spots an envelope.  When she picks it up, she sees money – lots of it.  Ericka slips the envelope into her pocket looking around to make sure there isn’t anyone around.  She could really use the money.  She would really like to keep that money.  What should Ericka do?

What if?  What if the owner is found?  What if the owner really needs the money?  What if the owner is a good friend of Ericka’s family? What will Ericka do with the money if she keeps it?  How will she explain the money?  What if someone did see Ericka pick up the envelope?  What if…  (Can students think of other “what if” situations?)

· Incorrect Grade

Scenario:  Chason’s report card arrives in the mail and his mother places it on the kitchen table.  He knows that at least one grade isn’t going to be good and has been dreading the arrival of this report card.  Chason is quite surprised when he sees the grades on the card.  It must have been a computer error…in his favor by at least two letter grades.  What should Chason do? 

What if?  What if the teacher catches the error later in the school year?  What if the grade will make a difference in whether Chason is eligible to play sports?  What if Chason’s parent asks him how he improved that grade so quickly?  What if…  (Can students think of other “what if” situations?)
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