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                               GRADE 5   LESSON 13


	How to Prune Decision Trees

By LissaJ
eHow Contributing Writer 
Decision trees are a written and drawn way of making a decision. The question, or problem you have to solve is written along the trunk of the tree. Each choice you could make becomes a branch of the tree, and each consequence of those choices branch out into other choices and consequences. Pruning a decision tree means erasing decisions that end with consequences you do not like. This process leaves you with the best choices for your decision.

Difficulty: Easy

Instructions

1. Step 1

Read your completed decision tree one branch at a time. Begin with your original choice, and read what happens if you make a certain decision.

2. Step 2

Follow that decision through the branches until you reach the final conclusion.

3. Step 3

Leave the branch on your paper if the final conclusion is acceptable to you.

4. Step 4

Erase the branch if the final conclusion is not acceptable to you.

5. Step 5

Look through the last branches on your decision tree. Whenever you find a branch that does not seem like something you want, erase it.

6. Step 6

Erase all of the branches that have led to that ending result.

7. Step 7

Focus on the remaining branches of the decision tree. Read through the various choices that lead to your results.

8. Step 8

Read those choices out loud. Erase any choice that has you acting in some way that does not fit with your morals, opinions, or belief.

9. Step 9

Erase any branch that has you hurt someone you care about, or act in some way that will eventually hurt someone.

10. Step 10

Read the remaining branches of your decision tree.

11. Step 11

Look at the choices you have left, and pick the one that you would most like to do.

Used with permission from:  http://www.ehow.com/how_5689316_prune-decision-trees.html
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