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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards:    Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals and know where and how to obtain information about the world of work and post-secondary training/education.
Indicators (Students will…): AA.C.12.5.04 Develop a plan for getting the most out of college day and college visits.

AA.C.12.5.06    Demonstrate knowledge of a variety of post-secondary opportunities.
	GOAL:   Students will develop a plan for getting the most out of college day.


Activity Statements:   

1.  Students will review and answer worksheet to aid them in preparing for college day.
2.   Students will match their personal preferences with school characteristics and make contact with post-secondary institutions and programs that match their personal preferences.  
Materials: 
Create a list of the post-secondary institutions that plan to be present for your College Day Fair.
Handout 1 College Day Worksheet

Handout 2 Criteria to Consider

Procedures:
Distribute handouts 1 and 2, allowing students a few minutes to review.  
In small groups have students discuss personal preferences, prioritize and discuss which schools match their preferences.  

Distribute list of participants in your College Day Fair.  
Students individually fill out Handout 1 Worksheet and create a plan of what post-secondary institutions and programs to visit.  

Students end time back in small group discussing their plans for College Day. 
Discussion:  
1. Whole group ask students to think through what they want in a college or other post-secondary program.  To help make the process less complicated ask students to identify their priorities and compare their priorities among the institutions and programs.  Remind students that size will affect many opportunities and experiences such as number of majors offered, extracurricular possibilities to the number of books and resources in the library. However, when looking at size direct students to consider not only the number of students in a post-secondary institution but to consider the smaller sub groups within a larger facility such as a specific department or program they are interested in.  
2. Have students break into small groups, read through Handouts 1 and 2 and discuss their personal preferences and prioritize their preferences. 
3. Distribute list of your College Day presenters and individually have students fill out worksheet and/or preview questions to be answered during and after College Day.  
4. Students are to again share in small group their plan for College Day, who they expect to visit and what questions they plan to ask.  
Additional Resources: 
Extension Activities: 
Independently read, review and explore the following web sites: 
Identify Important Factors in Choosing a College  In choosing a college, the first things you'll probably consider will be the type of academic program and the availability of the major—or majors—you are most interested in.  Here are some other things to think about as you compare colleges.  How you rank these other factors will depend largely on your personal preferences and needs.  http://www.actstudent.org/college/factors.html 
List, Compare, and Visit Colleges   It's time to narrow down your list of possible colleges. Collect information about colleges that might meet most of your needs.  http://www.actstudent.org/college/compare.html 
Maximizing the College Tour     http://www.collegetoolkit.com/Guides/College-Visit/resVisit1.aspx 
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Activity:

Students can read and discuss two articles on choosing a college:

· Non-Academic Factors to Consider When Choosing a College
· Academic Factors to Consider When Choosing a College
Students may also want to explore these tools:

· Schoolfinder
· College Matching Assistant
· Compare Schools
Students should also check the College Fair Schedule
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Students:  Record notes about Career Planning Activities (including College Days) in the Portfolio (See Portfolio Activity #6 – Career Preparation & Planning), Browse the school profiles for programs and school features of interest to prepare questions for college day and visits.
