[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]


Do I Really Need This?
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GRADE 6 LESSON 1


Time Required:   30 minutes
Content Standards:  (7.3.1 Standard 7):  Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and interpersonal skills to help them understand and respect self and others.
Indicators:
b. Students will identify personal values, attitudes and   

     beliefs. 
C. Students will understand the need for self-control and 

          how to practice it.


Activity Statements:  Students will review the attached list and determine which items or services are things they need and which items or services are things they want.
Materials: 
1. Handout #1 – Need It or Want It?
2.  Pencils or pens

Procedures:
· Pass out the Handout #1 (Need it or Want it?) and ask students to compete the survey.

· Break students into small groups for approximately seven to ten minutes to discuss their choices. 

· Ask students to make a decision as a group whether something is a Need or Want and why.  

· Mark their answers on the Handout #1 – Need it or Want it?
Discussion:
After students have had time to discuss their Need or Want responses, go down the list and ask groups to share their responses.  Discuss each item with students as follows, explaining why things may sometimes either be a need or a want:
· Three meals a day – Need

· Sports Uniform – Need if you are on the team, but do you need to be on the team if you can’t afford the uniform?

· Gym shoes – Need if you take gym

· New Shoes – Want unless you have no shoes, shoes don’t always have to be new

· Ice Cream – Want

· Pizza – Want, unless it is part of your three meals a day and then you need it

· Milk – Need, but some people can’t drink milk.  They still need the vitamins but they will have to get those from another food source or vitamin supplement

· Telephone at home – Want, although if someone has medical problems, they may need a phone in case of an emergency
· Cable TV – Want, no one needs a TV.  Remember, many years ago, TV’s didn’t even exist!

· Eyeglasses (or Contact Lens) – Need, you have to be able to see!

· New Outfit – Want, new outfits are nice but not necessary unless it is for a specific purpose

· Dance Lessons – Want, although if you are going to be a Dancer, you made need lessons first!

· A Pet – Want, unless it is a service animal such as a seeing eye dog, then you may need it

· A Credit Card – Want, unless you are buying from a place that only takes credit cards, you don’t need one.  Credit Cards can get you in trouble if you aren’t careful with them

· A cell phone – Want, unless it is needed for your job

· Pencils and Paper – Need, if you are a student

· A House – Want, we need a place to live but it doesn’t have to be a house.  It can be an apartment or we might live with other family or friends.

· A Car – Want, we may wish we had a car but we don’t need it if we have buses and taxis available, and there is always walking or riding a bike!

For further discussion:

1.
What are some other Needs? Wants?
2.
How do we know if something is a Need or a Want? Why do some people 

have different answers?

3.
Can some things be a Need for one person but only a Want for someone 

else?  

4.
What are some things you Need?

Additional Resources:
1.
PBS Kids Go – It’s My Life – Managing Money: Needs vs. Wants at
http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/managing/article2.html
2.
Social Studies for Kids – “Want vs. Need: Basic Economics” at

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/economics/wantsandneeds1.htm
3.
Money Doesn't Grow On Trees: A Parent's Guide to Raising Financially Responsible Children by Neale S. Godfrey, Carolina Edwards, and Tad Richards (Paperback - Aug 1, 2006)
Extension Activities:  
Have students take home Handout #1 – Need it or Want it? and share with their parents.  Ask parents how Needs and Wants change as a person gets older.  Are there things your family needs that other families might not need?  What are some things your family may want, but don’t necessarily need, but others might really need? 
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GOAL:	  Students will understand and identify their personal needs and wants.














