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Content Standards:  AA.S.1 Students will acquire attitudes, knowledge, and skills that contribute to effective learning in school and across the lifespan.

Indicators (Students will…):  AA.A.11.1.08   Students will learn and utilize required skills to improve standardized testing. 


	GOAL:   Students will understand the purpose of statewide assessment for accountability practices and determine personal weaknesses and gaps of knowledge.    



Activity Statements:  The student will participate in discussion about the purpose of statewide testing and learn how to improve their personal test scores by determining their personal low scores, weaknesses and gaps by reviewing personal records, data and test scores. 

Materials:  
1. Educator CSOs either in hardcopy or online in math and language arts.
2. CSOs of Advisory Teacher’s subject area and correlating lesson plans in hardcopy. 
3. Student Portfolio’s with history of report cards, WESTEST scores, EXPLORE, PLAN results, and ACT/SAT exams if taken (past state and national scores are necessary, obtain in advance from student file/records if not in portfolios).
4. Handout 1 example from Algebra 1 CSOs
5. Handout 2 Review of Past Assessments 

Procedures & Discussion:  
1. Whole group: The Advisory Teacher will briefly explain the purpose of statewide testing and may use information from the WVDE web site below.  The basic communication is that our educational system is guided by goals and objectives and the WESTEST is the state accountability exam to determine if the goals and objectives have been met.  

FROM THE WVDE ASSESSMENT OFFICE:
Research shows that as we use data from a broad array of assessments we better inform educators of various areas of growth and change. Therefore, educators are better prepared to meet school and student needs. Statewide consistency of purpose is our goal as we work towards school improvement and the improvement of student learning for all students. West Virginia, as a state, has always sought high standards through the state's accountability practices. Today, we look forward to meeting the standards of West Virginia's components for a balanced approach to 21st Century Assessment.

One WV STATE ASSESSMENT is the WESTEST 2.
WESTEST 2 (Grades 3-11) is a criterion-referenced test that measures student mastery of the West Virginia Content Standards and Objectives (CSOs) by the content area and grade level of the student’s enrollment. The purpose of the WESTEST is to measure student mastery of the CSOs. The assessment results are used to determine achievement levels, re-direct instruction and assist in school improvement efforts in reading/language arts, mathematics, science and social studies.

2. Whole group:  Advisory teacher shows actual CSOs of math, language arts giving students an idea of the massive amount of detailed direction.  Then lead into Advisory teacher’s subject area showing the CSO and giving personal examples of how used.  Continue the discussion by showing lesson plans with the matching CSO. 
3. Transition from the CSOs being the direction and goal to the tools, assessments used to determine if the goals have been met.  Briefly discuss report cards (school level), annual WESTEST exams (state level), and EXPLORE/PLAN/ACT/SAT exams (national level).  Review Handout 1 comparing the WESTEST levels with those on CSOs.  
4. BE LIKE A TEACHER:  Individually students are to review the results of their various past accountability type exams which should include report cards, WESTEST scores, EXPLORE/PLAN results, and other papers within their portfolios etc.  Students are to compare score results from year to year and note where they have gaps and areas of weakness. Point out that every year teachers/schools review scores to determine class placement by achievement levels (AP courses, Honor courses and/or remedial classes), to re-direct instruction, and to give direction for school improvement approaches. Students will also use their scores to determine what they are best at and to help them decide which career they might be best suited for.  Post secondary institutions and even employers may look at scores to determine their eligibility for various programs, scholarships, and positions in the workforce.  It is always important to do your best when taking any standardized test, as these scores will be a permanent part of your transcript that will follow you throughout your life span.
5. In a small group, discuss ways that test scores might be used throughout their life, including how they can determine how to learn more about what test scores are needed by employers and post-secondary institutions.

6. In small groups have students brainstorm, discuss and seek out ways to improve their areas of weakness.  Include ideas such as pinpointing and mastering specific CSOs by tutoring, seeking additional teacher instruction, and using the WVDE web site, Teach 21.  This web site,  http://wveis.k12.wv.us/Teach21/public/cso/cso.cfm provides lesson plans on specific CSOs on high school subjects.  Also include the on line resources under Additional Resources below and other sites from on line research.  

Additional Resources: 
WV Exam Prep by Texas Instruments (free) http://education.ti.com/educationportal/sites/US/location/westvirginia.html
Study Island WESTEST 2 Prep (material to purchase)  http://www.studyisland.com/demoAsk.cfm?myState=WV&action=TUOP 

Extension Activities: 
Direct students to use the above websites to take practice tests to improve their performance on the WESTTEST 2. 
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Activity
Students can work to improve their vocabulary using the Test Prep Vocabulary Builder.







Resource:
WVDE Assessment Office and Teach 21 websites
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