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GRADE K LESSON 1


Time Required:  20 -30 Minutes
Content Standards: (7.3.1 Standard 7): Students 
will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and 
interpersonal skills to help them understand and 
respect self and others.    

Indicators:  

b. Students will identify personal values, attitudes and beliefs.           

f. Students will distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate behaviors.


Activity Statements: Students will be introduced to the idea of needs vs. wants by watching a video or reading the book “Just Shopping with Mom” by Mercer Mayer. 
Materials: 
1. Handout #1
2. Internet website United Streaming/Discovery Education http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/  or book “Just Shopping with Mom” by Mercer Mayer (check with your school/community library)
3. Computer 
4. LCD Projector or Interactive whiteboard

5. Piece of blank paper 
6. Crayons
Procedures:
SAY:  Today we are going to discuss needs vs. wants.  I am going to show you a short video (or read a book) discussing the differences between needs and wants, then we will discuss as a class some things we may want, but do not need.  It is important to know these differences so that you will learn to make wise choices and learn to take care of your needs before your wants.

1. Instructor will go to United Streaming/Discovery Education website (will need a password, which your technology person will be able to help, if needed).  Search “Economy and Between Communities” and show the 2:37 mins. Segment “Wants and Needs” on the Interactive whiteboard (or read “Just Shopping with Mom”)
2. After the video segment (or story), the instructor will show the attached pictures and ask students to identify which are needs and wants (Needs: water, coat, milk/healthy food, school.  Wants: soda, ball, dessert, play).  The instructor will discuss why we need some things for survival (stay alive) and why we need some things to improve ourselves (for example school; play, which could be considered exercise). (Discuss how play could be both).
3. Have students fold a piece of paper in half.  On the left side of the paper, draw an item they need. On the right side, draw an item they want. The instructor, if possible, will go to each child and briefly discuss each child’s picture and ask why some items are more important than others (needs vs. wants).  Help them understand that their parents may not be able to buy them what they want, but their parents do try to provide what they need.  
Discussion:
1. What are some things we need to live, to survive? (water, clothing, shelter, food)
2. What are some things we want, but do not need to survive?

3. What would happen if you chose something you want instead of something you need (for example watch TV until late and not get a good night sleep, choose to play instead of going to school)?
4. Why is it important to sometimes choose what you need instead of what you want?  What are the consequences of your choices?

5. What are some of your wants that may be different from other children’s wants?

6. If time allows, have children hold up their pictures and discuss how their wants are different.
Additional Resources: 
1. http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com research teacher/lesson plans topics related to 
    needs and wants
2.http://www.unicef.org.uk/tz/resources/assets/pdf/wants_and_needs.pdf
3.http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/managing/article2.html
4. http://kidsmoney.org
Extension Activities: 
Take home picture drawn in class and discuss with parents the family’s needs vs. wants.   Look around home for needs and wants.
GOAL:  Students will be able to tell the difference between needs and wants. 
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