The Successful Student

GRADE 6 SESSION 1 UNIT 1

Lesson Title: Picturing the Successful Student
Time Required:   45 minutes
Content Standards: 
Academic Development

A: Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills contributing to effective learning in school and across the lifespan.
Indicators: 
· Students will develop and practice study skills and test-taking strategies specific to each academic area and identify available resources.

· Students will develop and practice a self-management system to promote academic success.
	X
	Goal 1: Gather, analyze, and apply information and ideas.

	X
	Goal 2: Communicate effectively within and beyond the classroom.

	X
	Goal 3: Recognize and solve problems.

	X
	Goal 4: Make decisions and act as responsible members of society.



Activity Statements: 
Counselor/Instructor comes dressed as a “geek” and carries a stack of books and papers…AND … a report card with all F’s, so is this really a successful student?

NOTE: If the counselor/instructor is short on time, he/she can show the students a picture of someone who looks like a “geek,” posing the same types of questions.
Materials: 
· Markers and tape

· Handout “Characteristics/Qualities of a Successful Student” (1 for each student group)

· Handout “Transform Greta the Geek into Suzie the Successful Student” (Note: Change the name(s) if you have a student named Greta or Suzie)

· Handouts: Report card with F’s and Report card with A’s
Procedures:
	Instructor Procedures
	Student Involvement

	NOTE: Counselor/Instructor actively

encourages participation by all students and monitors student participation making note of those who do not participate. These students

may be candidates for Responsive Services, e.g., small groups focusing on participation skills.
1. Pose the following question: “What does a successful student look like?” Discuss the costume and/or Greta the Geek handout and ask the students, “Do I (or Greta the Geek) look like a successful student?” Then show the report card with all F’s. Point out that

being a successful student requires more than “looking” successful.
2. Divide students into groups and assign group member responsibilities. Hold up the “A” Report Card and ask, “How can we transform Greta the Geek into Suzie the Successful Student?” Give the following

instructions: “Brainstorm the qualities/

characteristics of a successful student. The group recorder will write those qualities on the handout “Characteristics of a Successful Student.” Monitor the progress of the group and check for cooperative behavior.
3. As the students share the results of their group work, the counselor/instructor or assigned student will write the characteristics of the successful student on the chart paper.
4. Pose the questions “What one characteristic stands out as being potentially helpful for you? How might you incorporate the characteristic into your actions?”
5. During the next lesson you will analyze your learning style: how, when, where, you learn the best. Between now and then, be aware of the choices you make about where

to study.
	1. Class discussion.

2. Students work on the project in

cooperative groups of four. Assign

roles: Recorder, Encourager, Monitor

and Reporter.

3. Students share results with the rest of the class.
4. Students identify characteristics and

give an example of when and/or how the characteristic will be used. Have

students write which characteristics will be the most beneficial to them and how they will use this characteristic to

improve their academic success.



Discussion:
What does a successful student look like?
Additional Resources: 
Adapted from http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning/.
Extension Activities: 
Counselor/instructor posts the chart with the characteristics of the successful student in the classroom. The teacher will reinforce the qualities/characteristics of a successful student periodically throughout the year. The teacher/counselor and students will add at least quarterly other qualities/characteristics to the chart as the year progresses.
Additional Lesson Information:
Enduring Life Skill(s)
	
	Perseverance
	
	Integrity
	X
	Problem-Solving

	X
	Courage
	
	Compassion
	X
	Tolerance

	X
	Respect
	X
	Goal-Setting
	
	Responsibility


This lesson supports the development of skills in the following academic content areas.

Academic Content Area(s) 



Specific Skill(s)
	X
	Communication Arts
	4. Writing, evaluating information

	
	Mathematics
	

	X
	Social Studies
	6. Relationships of the individual and groups to institutions and cultural traditions.

	
	Science
	

	
	Health/Physical Education
	

	
	Fine Arts
	


GOAL:  Students will identify characteristics of successful learners that will be most helpful for them.











http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning/

