Navigating the World of Work

GRADE 9 SESSION 1 UNIT 2

Lesson Title: Career Interest Inventory
Time Required:   55-70 minutes
Content Standards: 
Career Development

A. Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to

knowledge of self and to make informed career decision.
Indicators: 
· Students will compare current strengths and limitations with the individual’s career and educational plan and adjust the plan as necessary.

· Students will identify the entrance requirements and application procedures for post-secondary options.
	X
	Goal 1: Gather, analyze, and apply information and ideas.

	X
	Goal 2: Communicate effectively within and beyond the classroom.

	X
	Goal 3: Recognize and solve problems.

	X
	Goal 4: Make decisions and act as responsible members of society.



Activity Statements: 
Counselor shares by modeling his/her own interests by sharing a completed interest inventory and how the results fit his/her career choice.
Materials: 
· Career Cluster Poster or handout

· A career interest inventory such as:

· Kuder – www.kuder.com

· Choices – www.choices.org

· Self Directed Search – www.self-directed-search.com

· ACT’s Discover – www.act.org
Procedures:
	Instructor Procedures
	Student Involvement

	1. Counselor explains the link of measured interests to his/her own career and how careers link to one another (e.g. linkages within each of the 16 career clusters) The interest inventory you choose may be a

“pencil and paper” version or an “on-line version. Hand out selected interest

inventory and explain directions OR direct students to online inventory.
2. Counselor observes and helps students complete inventories.
3. Help students score and find careers that match their interests.

4. Have students share results with a partner. (Be sure to consider students’ privacy rights – review school board policy and allow students the choice of whether or not to share results with another person.)
5. As students review the results of the Interest Inventories, have them identify at least one career of interest. Partners will interview each other about their career of interest. Instruct students to introduce partners to the

class as a worker in the career and career cluster of their partner with the class.
	1. Students observe counselor’s

information and refers to own career

clusters’ sheet.
2. Students may be using a pencil/paper inventory or an online inventory. They will be reading directions. Students complete surveys.
3. Score and find career/interest matches.

4. Students work with a partner and share their results with each other (as

appropriate).
5. Students will take turns sharing their

partner’s choices.


Discussion:
What does it matter if my individual interests do or do not fit with the characteristics needed for my life career goals?
Additional Resources: 
Adapted from http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning/.
Extension Activities: 
Have students write a paper on how their personal interests compare to their career choice.
Additional Lesson Information:
Enduring Life Skill(s)
	X
	Perseverance
	
	Integrity
	X
	Problem-Solving

	
	Courage
	
	Compassion
	
	Tolerance

	
	Respect
	X
	Goal-Setting
	
	Responsibility


This lesson supports the development of skills in the following academic content areas.

Academic Content Area(s) 



Specific Skill(s)
	X
	Communication Arts
	6. Participating in formal and informal presentations and discussions of issues and ideas

	
	Mathematics
	

	
	Social Studies
	

	
	Science
	

	
	Health/Physical Education
	

	
	Fine Arts
	


GOAL:  Students will identify and explore careers within the career cluster of their choice.











http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning/

