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GRADE 11 LESSON 4
Time Required: 30 – 45 minutes 

Content Standards:  7.3.2. Standard 8: Students will make decisions, set goals, and take necessary action to achieve goals 

Indicators:
h.)  Students will identify long- and short-term goals.
i.)  Students will identify alternative ways of achieving goals.
k.)  Students will develop an action plan to set and achieve realistic goals.


Activity Statements:  

Students will brainstorm their expected Senior expenses including their cost.  After open discussion students will view a budget for their senior year and discover what items they have forgotten about.  The discussion will also include their plans for acquiring funds for these items.  Students will work in pairs or small groups to complete their own Senior year budget that will be taken home and reviewed with their parents.

Materials: 

Interactive Whiteboard or LCP Projector

Chalk or Wipe Board

Computers for students (if available)

Instructor Resource #1 Senior Year Budget

Handout #1 Senior Year Budget

Parent Activity #1 Open Letter
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Procedures: 

Say:  Today we will take your first look at your last year in high school.  There will be many decisions to make and many emotions will emerge.  You will be excited that this time has finally arrived but also apprehensive about the future.  You will be expected to make many decisions, 

which college entrance exams to take and how many times to take them, which schools to apply to and when to make those applications, whether to live on or off campus, how many graduation announcements to order and where to get your senior portraits taken.  
However, your decisions do no stop there.  You will need to make more decisions.  Today we are going to focus on the cost of all this Senior “Stuff”.  We are going to create a budget for your senior year so that you and your parents will have an opportunity this summer to prepare financially for your Senior expenses.  With so many decisions facing you the more you prepare now the less stress you will experience during your senior year, which then will hopefully be a year to remember.
Ask students to brainstorm about some of the expenses they already are anticipating:

Write their responses on Chalk or Wipe Board in a column down the left hand side.

Example:


Graduation Announcements

_____________


Cap & Gown



_____________


Senior Pictures


_____________

Now go around the room, taking turns, ask students to make a guess about the cost of each item and have them write it next to the items brainstormed on the board already.  After all the items previously brainstormed have guesses out from them total up the list of guesses for a final sum.
Discussion:

1. Is this amount larger or smaller than you expected?

2. Is this amount surprising to you?  If so, why?

3. Are you financially prepared for this total amount of expenditures your Senior year?   If so, how?  If not, what might you do to get prepared?

4. What is your reaction to seeing these expenses on the board?

5. Do you expect your parents to cover all of the cost for your Senior “stuff”?

6. Is it possible we have missed anything?

Show Instructor Resource # 1 Senior Year Budget
Ask students to point out items on the budget that they are not previously included in the brainstorm session.  Point out this will cost the overall amount to increase.

Divide students into pairs or small groups.  Pass out Handout #1 Senior Year Budget.  Have students help each other complete their budgets for their senior year.  If computers are accessible direct them to:  http://www.jostens.com/graduation/graduation_guide.asp
This will help them to pick out some the items they are interested in and determine cost for those items right from the Josten’s website.

Additional Resources:
1. http://high-school-culture.suite101.com/article.cfm/high_cost_of_senior_year
2. http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2003742876_hicost11m.html
3. http://www.jostens.com/graduation/sryr_plan.asp
Extension Activities:

Send home with students Parent Activity #1 Open Letter and ask students to share and discuss the Senior year budget with their parents.
Author:  Shelly DeBerry, sdeberry@access.k12.wv.us
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GOAL:   Students will analyze the senior year expenditures and identify financial resources, including student contributions
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