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But I Really Want It!
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GRADE 1 LESSON 1

Time Required:  20 -30 Minutes
Content Standards: (7.3.1Standard 7): Students 
will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and 
interpersonal skills to help them understand and 
respect self and others.    

Indicators:  
b. Students will identify personal values, attitudes, and beliefs.           

h. Students will understand the need for self-control and how to practice it.
Activity Statements: Students will begin to identify their own needs vs. wants by reviewing pictures of needs and wants, taking a Needs/Wants quiz and discussing their answers. 
Materials: 
1. Handout #1 Quiz
2. Instructor’s Resource quiz (Handout 2)
3. LCD  Projector 
4. Handout #3 A Picture of Something My Family and I Want
5. Pictures from Kindergarten Lesson 1 for review

6. Crayons
Procedures:
SAY:  Today we are going to discuss our own needs and wants.  We are going to review our lesson from last year when we discussed needs and wants.  Then we are going to take a quiz together and we will discuss our different needs and wants.  As a class we will discuss some things you may want, but do not need.  It is important for you to know these differences so that we will learn to make wise choices and learn to take care of your needs before our wants.  It is also important to realize we are all different and we each have some different needs and wants.
1. Instructor will briefly review needs and wants from the first Kindergarten lesson (needs are for survival or self-improvement vs. items we want).  The instructor will show the pictures (water, milk/healthy food, coat, school – need; soda, dessert, ball, play – want) and discuss why we need some things for survival. 
2. Instructor will hand out quiz to each child and then display quiz and read each question out loud, explaining to circle N or W as it applies to them. Discuss answers as you go – some children will have different answers, which will be discussed as a class (e.g. some children do not need medicine today, some may, some children don’t need glasses, etc.) See attached instructor’s guide.
3. After discussion, have children draw a picture of something their family may want.  
Discussion:
1. What are some things you and your family need to live, to survive?

2. What are some things you and your family want, but do not need to survive?  Are these the same for everyone?  Discuss some examples.
3. What are some items one family may need that another family does not (wheel chair access, bigger living space, car/vs. public transportation, etc.)?   What are some ways you and your family decide what the needs and wants are for your family?
4.  What are some reasons needs change? (e.g. sight changes, loss of job, death, divorce/separation, illness, etc.)? Why is it important to sometimes choose what you need instead of what you want?  What are the consequences of your choices?

Additional Resources: 
1.  If have access to the site http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com

Research topics related to wants and needs

2. http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/economics/wantsandneeds1.htm
3. http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/school/time/
Extension Activities: 
Take Need/Want quiz home and discuss with parents their family’s needs vs. wants. 
GOAL:  Students will identify their own needs and wants. 








