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	Time Required:  20 – 30 minutes

Content Standards: (7.1.3 Standard 3) Students will understand the relationship of academics to the world of work and to life at home and in the community.   

Indicators: 

d. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the value of lifelong learning as essential to seeking, obtaining and maintaining life goals.

e. Students will understand that school success is the preparation to make the transition from student to community member. 


	Students will understand the relationship between academics and lifestyle choices.



	Activity Statements: Students will discuss the importance of attending school, good academic performance and how this will contribute to a successful future by reading and discussing an online book about Booker T. Washington and how he valued school.  
Materials: 

1. “Booker Goes to School” (online book) http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/bookertwashington/youngbooker.html
2. Handout # 1: “A Picture Of Me Doing Something at School That Makes Me Happy”
3. Crayons
4. Computer

5. LCD Projector or Interactive whiteboard 

Procedures:
SAY: Today we are going to discuss why it is important for you to be in school, do your best and how good choices today can affect your future.  We will read a story about a famous African American named Booker T. Washington and how much he loved learning and how going to school changed his life. We will then draw a picture of you doing something at school that makes you happy.
GO TO: “Booker Goes to School” (online book) at http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/bookertwashington/youngbooker.html
and read the online book with students.  
Discussion: 
1.  Review what a goal is. (simply something to work towards)

2. What was Booker’s goal? (to learn and to eventually teach others)

3. What did Booker eventually do because of his success in school?  (open a college and teach others)

4. Was it easy for Booker to go to school?  What did he do that you don’t have to do to get to school?  Did anyone make him go to school?  Does anyone make you go to school?  What happens if you don’t go to school?  How did Booker T. Washington feel about school?  What are some feelings you have about school?  Why do you think Booker was happy to be in school?

5. Booker T. Washington believed that education would help people live happier lives. Describe one thing you have learned in school has made you happy.
 Additional Resources:
1. http://kids.aol.com/homework-help/junior/america/black-history
2. Washington, Booker Taliaferro. Up From Slavery: http://www.cc.columbia.edu/cu/libraries/subjects/afam/UpFromSlavery.html 

3. "Booker T. Washington". Boston African American Historic Site. National Park Service. June 4, 1999. http://www.nps.gov/boaf/index.htm  
4. Booker T. Washington. "The Awakening of the Negro". Flashback: African-American Education. The Atlantic Monthly. June 3, 1999. http://www.theatlantic.com/unbound/flashbks/blacked/washaw.htm
Extension Activities:
With parental help, write a thank you letter (or draw a picture) for someone who has made learning fun.

The month of February is Black History Month.  Encourage parents to use this lesson to explore and discuss other culturally diverse Americans who have been academically successful. 


GOAL:
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