Evaluating One’s Habits

GRADE 6 SESSION 1 UNIT 1

Lesson Title: How Does Who I Am Relate to Employability? (Part 1)
Time Required:   30 minutes
Content Standards: 
Academic Development

C: Students will understand the relationship between personal qualities, education, training and the world of work.
Indicators: 
Students will assess and analyze personal, ethical and work habit skills as they relate to individual student success.
	X
	Goal 1: Gather, analyze, and apply information and ideas.

	X
	Goal 2: Communicate effectively within and beyond the classroom.

	X
	Goal 3: Recognize and solve problems.

	X
	Goal 4: Make decisions and act as responsible members of society.



Activity Statements: 
Mark did not do his math homework. He takes Shondra’s homework, erases her name, and puts his name on her paper. You watch Mark make the change. What do you do?
Materials: 
Markers, butcher block paper

“Ethical Dilemma Scenarios” Activity Sheet
Procedures:
	Instructor Procedures
	Student Involvement

	1. Divide class into small discussion groups. Give each group markers and a large piece of butcher paper on which to write their ideas. Pose the following questions: “What are ethics?” “What if people didn’t respect others?” “Why is honesty important?” “What about courage?” “Or responsibility?” “Or

self-discipline?” “Or self-respect?”

[Note: The counselor may want to discuss what the terms are, or provide students with definitions of the terms from which to work.]
2. Have the students brainstorm, writing their ideas on the butcher paper and discussing their ideas with the group. Once the groups have discussed the questions, present their

responses to the class for discussion. As the groups present their ideas to the class, list their responses on the board.
3. Follow with the hook: “Why would ethics be important to employers?” Giving the students another piece of butcher paper on which to write their ideas during the brainstorming.
4. Provide Activity Sheet “Ethical Dilemma Scenarios “. Students will discuss the dilemmas by assuming the role and point-of-view of each individual (including those not present) involved in the scenario.
5. Closure: Ask for 3-4 volunteers to share the response of their choice with the class. Provide opportunities for students to have a small-group (3-4 students) conversation about their thoughts and questions they still have re: ethical decision-making.

Preview of next guidance lesson: Employment readiness skills. Say something like: “Do you know … that … there are skills employers want all workers to possess—and those skills have nothing to do with what you know and are able to do related to job tasks? And that people lose their jobs because they don’t have “these” skills more often than because they can’t perform the job-related tasks?
	1. Students will write their ideas on the butcher paper and discuss the questions in their groups.
2. Once the groups have come up with answers to the questions, they will

present their ideas to the class.

3. Students will write their ideas on the butcher paper during the

brainstorming.

4. Students will work within their groups to come up with possible solutions to the scenarios.
5. Students will respond to the questions listed at the end of the series of scenarios.


Discussion:
What are ethics? What if people didn’t respect others? Why is honesty important? Or courage? Or responsibility? Or self-discipline? Or self-respect?
Additional Resources: 
Adapted from http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning/.
Extension Activities: 
Ethical dilemmas present themselves everyday in the classroom. Encourage classroom teachers to point out situations in which students are presented with an ethical decision.
Additional Lesson Information:
Enduring Life Skill(s)
	X
	Perseverance
	X
	Integrity
	X
	Problem-Solving

	X
	Courage
	
	Compassion
	X
	Tolerance

	X
	Respect
	
	Goal-Setting
	
	Responsibility


This lesson supports the development of skills in the following academic content areas.

Academic Content Area(s) 



Specific Skill(s)
	X
	Communication Arts
	Communicating thoughts and ideas

	
	Mathematics
	

	X
	Social Studies
	Use of tools of social inquiry and relationships of the individual to the group

	
	Science
	

	
	Health/Physical Education
	

	
	Fine Arts
	


GOAL:  Students will actively participate in question and answer sessions.











http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/guidanceplacementG/elearning/

