What Will This Cost Me?– Handout 4

GRADE 8 LESSON 4

Career Information for Middle School Students
–Instructor Resource #1 (reference from WVMentor.com page)

INSTRUCTOR, PLEASE NOTE:

You will see this page when you select the Career Info on the wvmentor.com site.  This page is for your information and is what the students will see when they get to this page.  They will chose the Career Matching Assistant highlighted below.

Planning Your Career
"What? I have to start now?!" The answer is yes and no. You don't have to decide now where you want to work and what you want to do, but now is the time to start exploring your interests. 

If you think you might want to go to college, there are some classes you need to start taking as early as the ninth grade. Ask a teacher that you like or see a guidance counselor about career matters. Even the most general plans tend to pay off. 

One thing is certain; it is not too early to start learning about yourself. The more you know about yourself, the easier it will be later to decide on a career. One way to do that here at WestVirginiaMentor.org is to identify your interests by using the tools and resources offered in the different sections of the Career Center. 

Career Options

Go to the Career Center, where you can execute your pursuit using its tools: 

· Search
Career Matching Assistant
· Check Out
Links to Career Resources
· Explore
List of Careers
Starting on a Career Path Now: What You Can Do

At this point, there are some simple actions to take in developing your self-assessment and awareness of your interests: 

· Keep your options open by getting the best grades you can 

· Explore your interests

· Pay attention to what you like to do

· Participate in an after-school program that you enjoy, such as sports, art, music, drama, or dance

· Volunteer for community service a few hours a week 

· Ask questions 

The above information is from WV Mentor at https://secure.wvmentor.org/
