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What Will This Cost Me?
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GRADE 8 LESSON 4


Time Required:   30-40 minutes
Content Standards: (7.2.2 Standard 5): Students will employ strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction.  
Indicators:  
e.   Students will use research and information resources 
      to obtain career information. 
f.    Students will learn to use the Internet to access career 
planning information. 

Activity Statements: 
Students will navigate the website http://www.cfwv.com to learn about career choices and training costs.  Students will use the Financial Aid Planning tab to help them determine costs of their future educational goals.
After they have reviewed their financial aid planning timeline steps, they will determine the potential future costs of their education by using the College Savings Calculator.  They will continue to go through Steps 1-3 and print their calculations from the website. Students will break into small groups and discuss their results.
Materials: 
1.
Handout #1 – “ Future Educational Expenses Chart“
2.
Computer Lab with computers for each student

3.
LCD Projector or Interactive Whiteboard (for instructor to go through website with students).
Procedures 

· SAY: Today we are going to learn about a very valuable resource that you will become familiar with throughout high school.  This website is called The College Foundation of West Virginia at www.cfwv.com.  This is a very important source of information for all high school students. Today, you will create an account, if you have not already done so.  This can become a very valuable tool to plan your educational future. You will use this frequently in high school.
· First, we are going to go the website http://www.cfwv.com, then select “Financial Aid Planning” from the tab at the top, hit enter.
a. Then below in orange  select “Build Your Financial Plan”  hit enter.  
b. Now you will see a choice for “Financial Aid Planning Timeline”, select that and hit enter.
· Now have students read over the opening statements on this page.

a. Ask them to select “College Savings Calculator” on the right. 

b. Have students take about two minutes to complete the fields (guess how much savings they and/or parents may have) on the “College Savings Calculator”. 

c.  Have them complete Steps 1-3, and print each page as they complete the fields. (Instructor may want to provide incomplete copies of fields prior to the lesson so students can write their results rather than print each page).
· After students have completed Steps 1-3, distribute Handout #1 “Future Educational Expense Costs.”
· Have students break into collaborative groups of 4 to 6 students to discuss and compare effects of savings on ability to pay educational costs.
· Have students document each group members’ findings on their form.

· Give students about 5 minutes to gather the information from their group members

Discussion:
As a large group, select students to ask about their experiences on the www.cfwv.com website by asking the following questions:
1. How many of you knew about this website?

2. What type of costs must you consider when planning for your future career?
3. What other costs do you think might create a financial obstacle to your future educational costs?

4. What is the most important thing you learned from this website and this lesson?

5. Why is it so important to plan now for the financial costs of your education?

6. There are many kinds of resources available to students who want to pursue a career.  What are some other ways you can educate yourself about educational costs? (If time allows, let students navigate the website to discover the many sources of information available). 
Additional Resources:
1.
For additional schools and resources you may wish to go to: Career Colleges and Vocational Schools in West Virginia at http://u101.com/colleges/Vocational/West_Virginia/
3.
http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm
Extension Activities:  
Encourage students to review this website with their parents and discuss educational costs.
�





GOAL:	  Students will assess the training costs of their chosen career path.














Author: Kelly Mordecki (Kanawha County Schools)


