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GRADE 8 LESSON 3


Time Required:  30 – 45 minutes
Content Standards:  ( 7.2.1. Standard 4): Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge of self and to make informed career decisions.

Indicators:
a. Students will develop skills to locate, evaluate, and interpret career information.
e. Students will learn to make decisions.
g. Students will understand the importance of planning.


Activity Statements:  

Students will explore income potential for their chosen career from the website Bureau of Labor Statistics.  They will then complete a handout and make decisions based on their research today.  Finally, students will share their findings today in small groups with others in the same career cluster. 

Materials: 

1. Computer Lab or access for every two students

2. Interactive White Board or LCD Projector

3. Handout # 1”Career Income Potential”
4. Instructor Resource #1 “Career Income Potential”
5. Handout #2 “Career Planning – Parents Helping Teens”
Procedures: 

Say:  Today we are going to explore the income potential of your current career choice. 

Generate discussion using the following questions:

1. How important is income to your overall job satisfaction?  

2. Do all jobs pay the same?  Why not?

3. Would you change your career choice if you found out the income potential was too low for the lifestyle you desire? 

Pass out Handout # 1 “Career Income Potential” 

Instruct students to follow the directions and complete the handout.

(Using the Instructor Resource #1 “Career Income Potential Sample”, you can read the instructions to the students and show the sample to them as they work on theirs.)

Give students 15 – 20 minutes to complete the handout.

Pair students according to their career choices and have them share their career choice and whether they plan to move to another state or stay in West Virginia and why they have made that choice and whether or not they plan to change their career goal.

Give students 5 minutes to share this information with each other.

Then ask each pair to report on the following discussion questions:

Discussion:

What state will you most likely live in as an adult and why?

Would you move if it meant making more money for your job?

Would income cause you to change your career goal?

Do you plan to keep the same career goal?  Why or Why not?

Summary:

Say:  Income is not the only criteria for job satisfaction.  However, many people do not look at income potential in some careers and they end up changing careers as adults because they were unable to achieve their desired lifestyle on that income.  We all know that professional athletes, doctors, lawyers and CEO’s of companies have high income potential.   As we also know that teachers, police officers, and sales clerks do not.  This however, does not mean that a person cannot still earn a living that is suitable to a desirable lifestyle in those professions.  That is why it is so important to have a realistic view of the income potential in your desired profession.
Additional Resources:

1. www.bls.gov
2. http://www.uni.edu/advising/explore/career/index.html

3. http://www.erieri.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=CareerPlanning.SalaryPotential
Extension Activities:

Send home Handout #2 – “Career Planning”
�





GOAL:   Students will compare and contrast income potential within their chosen career cluster.
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