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GRADE 7 LESSON 4


Time Required:   30 minutes
Content Standards:  (7.3.1. Standard 7):  Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and interpersonal skills to help them understand and respect self and others.
Indicators:  
b. Students will identify personal values, attitudes and beliefs.
f. Students will distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate behaviors.

h. Students will understand the need for self-control and how to 

      practice it.


Activity Statements: Students will brainstorm with the class and use the discussion questions to learn what considerations go into deciding who gets financial help for post-secondary education.  The instructor will write ideas on the board.

 Instructor will explain about programs such as Upward Bound and HSTA and how student behavior affects their acceptance into those programs and therefore, affects their personal finances and abilities to pay for their future education.  
Materials: 
1. Chalkboard, LCD Projector or Interactive Whiteboard
2. Computer
3. Handout #1 – “My Personal Essay”
4. Pens or Pencils

Procedures 

SAY:  Today we are going to learn about programs that can help you through school and how these programs can affect your personal finances.  As you prepare to finish seventh (7th) grade and enter eighth (8th) grade, you need to start considering how your decisions will affect your ability to qualify for financial assistance and your acceptance into certain college-bound programs and/or scholarships for colleges and/or post secondary educational training.

· First, we are going to learn a little about the requirements for being accepted into programs that will help pay for our post-secondary education.  
· Then we are going to discuss some of the considerations and facts about “free money” programs for education.

SAY: Did you know that most programs such as Upward Bound, Health Sciences Technology Academy (HSTA), and others, request and consider not only your grades and attendance, but also your behavior record and extra-curricular activities when deciding who to select for entrance into their programs?  Most programs that assist students in furthering their education are funded by government or private monies.  These monies are limited, therefore, when deciding to whom to grant these monies, the agencies need to decide who is most likely to finish and succeed in the programs.  

SAY: If you have poor school attendance, then potential schools or employers may believe you will be too big of a risk to allow into the program.  
SAY:  The same goes for behavior.  If you have a record of disciplinary actions, they may decide that you will not be a good candidate for the program.  After all, there are a lot of people who want to be successful.  Why allow someone in who can make things more difficult for everyone else when they don’t have to?  These programs are a privilege and an honor.  
SAY:  Not everyone qualifies for these programs or gets these opportunities.  Did you know that your behavior record is recorded on your “WVEIS” record and stays with you?
SAY:  We will be discussing factors that agencies might use when deciding how to select students to receive assistance.  Then we will be writing an essay showing the potential agency why you are the best candidate for the program.   Let’s consider the following: (review discussion questions).

Discussion:

The instructor will divide students into groups and put the following discussion questions on strips to distribute to each group.  (Or prior to the lesson, you may want to put them on index cards).  Groups will review the discussion question(s) and then share their answers in a large group report. The instructor will lead the large group review of the discussion questions by selecting spokespersons from each group to share their answers.  This class discussion will help students learn what considerations go into deciding who gets financial help for post-secondary education.  The instructor may wish to write ideas on a chalkboard, LCD projector or Interactive Whiteboard in order to keep students on track with the ideas discussed.
· How do students pay for education beyond high school?

· What do you think organizations look for when they are deciding who to give money to for furthering their education?

· Why are grades important?

· Why are student discipline reports important?

· What information do you think scholarship programs and other educational programs look at when they are deciding who to help?  Why?

· Why is “being smart” not enough to get you into special programs?

· What requirements does the military have in order to qualify for enrollment?

· What kind of requirements do you think most colleges have in order for a student to qualify for enrollment? (grades, behavior, attendance, community involvement, etc.)

· Why are extra-curricular activities important to future colleges, training programs, and employers?

· How likely do you think a school or employer would be to select you if you had a criminal or disciplinary record?  Why? (You are not eligible for federal grants and scholarships if you have a felony drug charge conviction!)

· What elementary records do you think middle schools look at in order to enroll you in specific classes?

· What middle school records do you think high schools look at in order to enroll you in specific high school classes?

· What high school classes do you think colleges look at in order to enroll you in college classes?

· What other information do you think potential schools or employers might request before hiring an employee?  Why?

· What do you think is the most important factor in future success for students?  Why?
· What alternatives are available to students who either choose not to further their education or who drop out of high school?

· How do education levels impact earnings and financial stability?

After the large group discussion SAY:

NOW, we are going to write our own personal essay as if we were trying to “sell” ourselves to a potential school or program that will help us further our education! Distribute Handout #1 – “My Personal Essay.”
(Instructor may want to review essays as students work and/or have students share some of the essays, if time allows).

Additional Resources:

1. Health Sciences and Technology Academy at http://www.wv-hsta.org/
2. Upward Bound at http://www.ed.gov/programs/trioupbound/index.html
3. Learn and Serve America at http://www.servicelearning.org/instant_info/kids_teens/index.php
4. KABOOSE – Parenting at http://parenting.kaboose.com/behavior/emotional-social-development/community-service-for-kids.html
5. Families with Purpose (Community Service Projects for Kids, Youth, & Families) at http://www.familieswithpurpose.com/givingtoothers.html
Extension Activities:  
Take home Handout  #1- “My Personal Essay”  to share with parents.  Additionally, students may want to share their essays with one or more of their teachers, like their English teacher, to receive feedback on how they might improve their essay. 



GOAL:	  Students will understand how their behavior affects personal finance.
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