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GRADE 7 LESSON 2

Time Required:   30 minutes

Content Standards:  (7.1.2. Standard 2):  Students will complete school with the academic preparation essential to choose from a wide range of substantial post-secondary options, including college.
Indicators:  e. Students will organize and apply academic information from a variety of sources.
 k. Students will apply knowledge of aptitudes and interests to goal setting.
 m. Students will understand the relationship between classroom performance and success in school. 
n. Students will identify post-secondary options consistent with interests, achievement, aptitude and abilities.

Activity Statements:  
Students will review the relationship between levels of education and earnings potential from the website http://themint.org by following along with the instructor as educational levels and earnings statistics are discussed.

 Then, students will go to the Starting Salaries page and select 3 career areas to explore.  They will be able to see what kind of earnings they can expect for each career as well as what the earnings potential would be if they followed that career path.

 Students will have an opportunity to review the website individually for a few minutes and may request help with navigation throughout the site.

Finally, the instructor will explain to the students the purpose of the EXPLORE test and how that test will also be an important indicator for a career path for them as they plan their high school academic careers.

Materials: 

1. Computer Lab with enough computers for each student.  Alternatively, students can watch as the instructor uses a LCD projector of Interactive Whiteboard, and work through the website (http://themint.org/kids/) , if computers are unavailable for all students, OR students can share computers.

2. Handout #1 – “Learning and Earning”
3. Handout #2 – “Starting Salaries” 

Procedures 

SAY:  Today we are going to explore careers that may potentially meet your future goals.
· First, we are going to look at some information online at http://themint.org to discover how earnings are related to how much you learn, or how much education you work towards.  We will see the average amount that you can expect to earn per year, depending on your educational level.  We will also be able to see, based on educational levels, the differences in the amount of earnings over our lifetimes. 
· The instructor will go through the webpages with the students as they discuss the procedures, then the instructor will allow the students some time to review the information on their own and complete Handout #1- “Learning and Earning”).
· We will now take a few minutes to look through the website in the tab called Fun for Kids – “Earning.”  Click “Earning and Learning”  tab.  Scroll down over the figures in the First Year earnings chart.  Then scroll down and review the lifetime earnings over 40 years. (We will do this as a group and discuss as we review each educational level and earnings potential).
· As we review this website, we will record some of our findings on Handout #1 – “Learning and Earning” so that we will have some basic information regarding our educational goals for future use.

· Next, we will review starting salaries for jobs you might be interested in. http://themint.org/kids/starting-salaries.html (Select Starting Salaries from the menu, or go to  .   Each of you will select 3 careers of interest to review.  We will compare the starting salaries to the educational levels listed.  Make notes on your handout so you will be able to remember what you can expect to earn for the educational goals you set.
· Finally, we will look at the World of Work Map by selecting Explore What Work Is Right for You at the bottom of the Starting Salaries page or go to http://www.act.org/wwm/student.html to see how the skills and interests can be applied to choosing our career paths.  We will also briefly discuss why taking the Explore test in 8th grade is important in helping us to determine our future educational goals.
Discussion:


1. In the Learning and Earning section of the website, what did you learn about educational levels and earnings potential?  The more you learn, the more potential you have to earn.

2. How does having more post-secondary education help you in your future earnings?

3. After 40 years of earning, what can you expect if you have a higher level of post-secondary education?  Why?

4. Next, go to Starting Salaries under fun for kids and see if your career choice will pay you the kind of money you would like to make in order to live a certain way.  Be sure to list your findings on Handout #1 –“Learning and Earning”.

5. What kind of work is good for you?  You may wish to look at the website http://www.act.org/wwm/index.html (The World of Work)

6. When you get to 8th grade, you will have to take a test called the EXPLORE.  This test will help you decide what areas you like, what you don’t like, and other miscellaneous factors.  Why do you think this test would be important to you as an 8th grade student?  (It will help you find your academic strengths and weaknesses as well as your personal interests which will, in turn, help you set your career path in high school).
7. Based on your research, are you still interested in the career(s) you selected?  Why or why not?

Additional Resources:
1.
The Mint  at  http://www.themint.org/kids/
2.
Bureau of Labor Statistics at http://www.bls.gov/oco/home.htm
3.
Kids.gov at http://www.kids.gov/6_8/6_8_careers.shtml
Extension Activities:  

Share Handout #1 with parent and talk about what you’ve learned today.  Show your parents the website www.themint.org.  Look through lessons together.  Lookup other jobs you might be interested in at bls.gov or review Handout #2 – “Starting Salaries” with  parents.

NOTE:  Handout #2 – “Starting Salaries” can be used for the instructor’s information for discussion, can be used as a handout to take home, or can be used to discuss in class via a projector or whiteboard.  



GOAL:	  Students will explore careers that will meet their future lifestyle goals.
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