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What Can I Become? 
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GRADE 6 LESSON 2


Time Required:   30 minutes
Content Standards:  (7.1.3 Standard 3):  Standard 3: Students will understand the relationship of academics to the world of work and to life at home and in the community.
Indicators:   
c. Students will understand the relationship between  learning and work.  

f. Students will understand how school success and

academic achievement enhance future career and

vocational opportunities.


Activity Statements:  Students will use the Bureau of Labor Statistics site for Kids at http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm   (to learn about potential job opportunities for their personal areas of academic interest or skills).
Materials: 
1. Handout #1 – “What Can I Become”?
2. Computer with Internet access (if necessary, two students can share a computer and take turns looking up their areas of interest)

3. Pencils or pens

4. LCD Projector and Laptop or Interactive Whiteboard
5. Instructor Resource #1 – Guide from website
Procedures: 
Instructor may wish to preview the Instructor’s guide prior to using this site 
http://www.bls.gov/k12/teachers_guide.htm  before the lesson in order to familiarize themselves with the site and topics of consideration.
· SAY:  Today we are going to investigate current earning opportunities for careers that might be good for each of you. 
· First, we are going to go the webpage http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm and choose from a list of subjects that many of us like, for example, math, reading, music, or sports.  There are many choices, so take a minute to consider not only what you are really good at, but what subjects you enjoy the most.  
· Once you have looked at the different subjects, click on that subject, for example, math, so that you can see some of the potential jobs that are available for people who enjoy math.  
· You will see a list of six potential careers.  You can click on any of these careers to find out more!  
· Choose a career (or two if you wish) and complete the Handout #1 –“ What Can I Become”?
· As you look at the list you will be able to see what level of education you need, how long you have to attend school to do the job, and how much a person can make who chooses that job for a career.    You will also see other jobs that may be similar to that career at the bottom of the page.  Perhaps one of those might be of interest to you!
Discussion:

Have students share their findings by discussing the following:

1.
What subject did you choose?

2.
What kinds of careers were available for that subject?

3.
What was your most favorite career in that subject area? Why?

4.
What was your least favorite career in that subject area? Why?

5.
How much education and/or training did you need for your chosen career?

6.
How much does that career/job pay?

7.
How does the future look in that career?  (Good or phasing out)

8.
What were some other careers for that subject area?

9.
How can you now begin to plan for your future career? 


 (Get good grades, save money, etc.)

Additional Resources:

1.
Bureau of Labor Statistics at http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm
2.
Career Kids at http://www.careerkids.com/careers/index.html
3.
My First Resume at http://www.careerkids.com/resume.html
Extension Activities:  
Have students take their worksheet Handout # 1 - What Can I Become? home to share with their parents.  Students can also share the website http://www.bls.gov/k12/index.htm with their parents and discuss ways they can begin preparing now as a family to save for their future education and careers.
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GOAL:	  Students will investigate current earning opportunities and develop a personal plan for spending and saving.
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