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YOU GO?


                GRADE 5 LESSON 4


Time Required:   30 minutes
Content Standards:   (7.2.2. Standard 5): Students will employ strategies to achieve future career success and satisfaction.  
Indicators: 
e. Students will use research and information resources to obtain career information. 

i. Students will demonstrate awareness of education and training needed to achieve career goals.


Activity Statements:   Students will review charts provided and interpret the data in order to understand the relationship between educational success and potential earnings and employment.

Materials: 

1. Handout #1 – “Education Pays”
2. Handout #2 – “Education Levels and Jobs” 

3. Pencils or pens.

4. Handout #1 and #2 can be viewed with an LCD Projector and Laptop or Interactive Whiteboard (optional) if instructor would like students to view the handouts as they discuss the responses.
5. Instructor Resource #1 – “Education Levels and Jobs” (Instructor KEY)
Procedures:  
· Show the students the “Education Pays” data from Handout #1.  You may make copies of the handout for each student and distribute, or display the handouts on an LCD Projector of Interactive Whiteboard and review it as a class. 

· As a large group, review the data on Handout #1- “Education Pays” and help students interpret the data.  

· Then, review the discussion questions for Handout #1 – “Education Pays”
· Next, review Handout #2 – “Education Levels and Jobs” handout with students.  You can make copies for each student or copy the handout onto an overhead transparency and answer as a class.  

· Students may work independently or preferably in collaborative groups.  Allow five to seven minutes to review if they are in small groups.

· Finally, review the discussion questions for Handout #2 – “Education Levels and Jobs” as a class.
Discussion:


HANDOUT #1 – “EDUCATION PAYS”

(educational levels may need explained in more detail)

1. When you look at the chart, “Education Pays,” what is the first thing you notice about the information?
2. Look at the column “Education Attained.”  According to this chart, who makes the most money on a weekly basis, the people with the doctoral degrees or the people with the bachelor’s degrees? (doctoral degrees)

3. Who makes the least amount of money weekly? (Those who haven’t finished high school.)
4. How much more money a week does a person make who has finished high school, than a person who has not finished high school? ($176 more a week).
5. Look at the unemployment rate column.  Who has the highest level of unemployment? (Those who haven’t finished high school.)
6. Who has the least chance of becoming unemployed? (People with post-secondary educations.)
7. Why do you think people with a higher education have a lower unemployment rate? (Their education allows them to qualify for more jobs.)

8. According to the chart, how much more does a person with a Bachelor’s degree make than a person who is a high school graduate? ($383 more a week)

HANDOUT #2 – “EDUCATION LEVEL AND JOBS”
1. Approximately how many years of education are required for a graduate degree? (6+)

2. How many years of education are required for a Bachelors degree? (4+)

3. How many years or education are required for an Associates degree? (2+)

4. If a job does not require a degree, do you think it requires some other form of training?  If so, what kind. (Discuss trades school and specialized training programs.)

5. Did any of these jobs surprise you?  If so, in what way?
Final Discussion Question:  From looking at the information you now have, do you think your financial success depends on how much education you have and how well you do in school?
Additional Resources:
1.
Bureau of Labor Statistics http://www.bls.gov/bls/employment.htm, or http://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2004/nov/wk3/art01.htm
2.
College Foundation of WV at www.cfwv.com
3.
Career Planner.com Top Jobs for the Future http://www.careerplanner.com/Career-Articles/
4.
Live Science.com Green Collar Jobs to Fuel Future Economy http://www.livescience.com/2928_green_collars_jobs_fuel_future_economy.html
Extension Activities:  Have students pick a career they are interested in and ask their parents to assist them by looking up the educational requirements for that job online. Alternately, they may want to use their school library for resources regarding jobs.  
�





GOAL:   Students will explore opportunities available to them as a result of high academic achievement.
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