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BETTER START 
SAVING NOW!


GRADE 4 LESSON 1


Time Required:   30 minutes
Content Standards: (7.2.2. Standard 5) Students will 
employ strategies to employee future career success 
and satisfaction.
Indicators:  a. Students will apply decision making skills

to career planning, course selection, and career 

transitions.
c. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the career 

planning process.
i.  Students will demonstrate awareness of the 

education and training needed to achieve career 
goals.

Activity Statements:  Students will learn the possible consequences of saving or not saving for a potential career by reviewing the cost of various post high school options.
Materials: 
1. Handout #1for each student
2. Instructor’s Resources (#2,3,4,5) 
3. LCD Projector or Interactive whiteboard
Procedures:  
SAY:  Today we are going to be discussing the cost of education and/or training after high school. I’m going to hand each of you an activity sheet and I want you to work on this individually.  I want you to make your best guess on how much it would cost to go to each of the listed schools or training facilities.  
Activity:

1. Give students approximately 5 minutes and do not help them-wait to see what they actually guess.

2. Collect activity sheets after students have finished.  Now display the various tuition fees for the included programs.  

Discussion:
1. What are some of your thoughts about the costs of education/training?

2. Does this change your mind about your future education?  Why?

3. Does the high cost of education/training surprise you?
     
Hand back activity sheets and have students fill in true costs and

review with students the various tuition fees. 
Discussion:
4. What are some ways you can help pay for your education/training? (part-time job, budgeting earned money, etc.) Instructor review scholarships and what will be considered –community service, skills, grades, etc.
5. How will your grades affect your education/training opportunities? (acceptance to better schools, more choices of career, etc.)
6. How can good grades now turn into “money” for your future education? (scholarships, grants,  etc.)
7. How can positive behavior now turn into “money” for your future education? (limited availability for financial assistance, behavior is considered for scholarships)
8. What could happen if you and/or your parents do not plan ahead for your future job/career?  Instructor emphasize their academic and behavioral performance now and through school is an investment into their future lifestyle.
Additional Resources:
1. Global Knowledge – CISCO http://www.globalknowledge.com/training/category.asp?pageid=9&catid=206&country=United+States
2. WVU http://www.wvu.edu/
3. Marshall University http://www.marshall.edu/
4. WV State University http://www.wvstateu.edu/
5. Clarksburg Beauty Academy http://www.clarksburgbeautyacademy.com/
6. Online Fire Academy http://www.trainingdivision.com/Courses.asp
Extension Activities:  
Students will take home completed activity sheet and review with parents.  Have student and parents research additional educational costs including room and board, spending money, books, etc.  Have students and parents create a goal of how students can contribute to their future education/training. 



GOAL:	  Students will learn the cause and effect of saving for their career training and education.














