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GRADE 3 LESSON 4

Time Required:  30 Minutes

Content Standards: (7.1.3. Standard 3): Students will understand the relationship of academics to the world of work and to life at home and in the community.   

Indicators:  
c. Students will understand the relationship between learning and work.
f. Students will understand how school success and academic achievement enhance future career and avocational opportunities.
Activity Statements: Students will discuss the relationship between their academics, educational accomplishments and career choices by selecting items they would like to have as adults and evaluating how to obtain them.
Materials: 
1. Chalkboard or Dry Erase board

2. Instructor’s Resource Guide #1 Average Earnings By Education (also used for Grade 1lesson 4) 

3. Blank piece of paper

4. Pencils

5. Four Sunday newspapers 

Procedures:
SAY:  Today we are going to discuss the things you may want when you are an adult, like a home, an apartment, a car, a Wii, designer clothes, etc.  You will create a list of things you want individually, then as a group you will look through newspapers and determine the prices of the items and we will discuss how you are going to pay for them.
Discussion:
1. Ask the students to think about (brainstorm) when they are adults, what things they would like to have: own their home or rent an apartment?  TV?  Cable?  Phone/cell phone?  Furniture?  Washer/dryer? Towels?  Sheets?  Clothes?  Games?  Electronics?  Have students (individually) list their ideas on a piece of paper.  After a few minutes, ask several students to list their ideas on the board (do not erase the items, will be referred to later in the lesson).
2. Ask students how they plan to pay for these items (for those who say work, ask for specific jobs and discuss as a class and list on the board. 
3.  Ask students, as a whole group, how much they think these items cost and instructor list prices on the board beside the items (do not erase the items, will be referred to later in the lesson).
Activity: 
1. Put students in 4 different groups and give each group a 
newspaper (Sunday paper will work best because of the 
advertisements).    

2. Ask the group to review the items they would like and look for 
those items in the paper.
3. When an item is found (or similar item), have the group members 

list the price. (Instructor may need to tell them to look in the real estate section for homes/apartments, where to look for cars, department stores items, electronics, etc.)  Give each group about 15 minutes to look though the paper.

4.  When about to finish this group activity, assign each group an 
income (from the instructor’s resource guide) Group 1gets $78,093.00; Group 2 gets $51,554.00; Group #3 gets $28,645.00; and Group 4 gets $19,169.00.

Discussion after activity:
1.  Ask each group to pick 5 items they selected for needs and wants and 
have students circle the items on the board or add if not listed.

2. Ask students to list the cost of the items on the board, using a different 
color to differentiate from their earlier guesses. 
3.  Instructor point out whether their guesses were accurate or not and 
discuss that not only is it expensive to provide for our needs, but also our 
wants.

4.  Discuss paying for these items and that the differences in income likely 
depend on the level of education.  Explain that the group with the highest 
salary is the group with an advanced degree, the next highest salary is the 
group with  a bachelor’s degree, the next salary is the group with a high 
school degree, and the lowest salary is the group with no diploma.  
5.  Ask each group to add up the total for their needs and wants.  Then 
have each group divide their given salary by 12 (for monthly income) and 
see if they would be able to afford the selected items.  Generate a group 
discussion by reviewing how much an apartment/mortgage is per month, 
groceries, clothes, electronics, etc. and provide them with the awareness 
of the costs to survive and that their lifestyle choices may need to 
change.
6. Review with the class, as a whole, how important their education is, 
even in the third grade (it is an investment) and that typically, the higher the educational level attained, the higher the income. 
Additional Resources: 
1. http://www.savingforcollege.com/*

2. http://www.wvsto.com/*

3. http://www.kids.gov/k_5/k_5_money.shtml
Extension Activities:

Look at Sunday newspaper with family and discuss the cost of various needs and wants with parents.


GOAL:  Students will understand the relationship between academic achievement, educational attainment and career choices.








