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GRADE 3 LESSON 1

Time Required:  30 Minutes
Content Standards: (7.3.1. Standard 7): Students will acquire the attitudes, knowledge and interpersonal skills to help them understand and respect self and others.   

Indicators:  
g. Students will recognize personal boundaries, rights, and privacy needs. 
k. Students will identify and discuss changing personal and social roles.

Activity Statements: Students will understand and prioritize their needs and wants by reading a story and prioritizing needs and wants.

Materials: 
1. Book “Money Troubles”  by Bill Cosby
2. Handout #1 My Priorities
3. Pencils

Procedures:
SAY:  Today we are going to discuss prioritizing our needs and wants.  To prioritize means to rank things in order of importance; for example, which is a priority, water or a game?  I am going to read a story about Little Bill and how he learned about important reasons for spending and saving money.  Then, individually and also in small groups, you will discuss your priorities.  Instructor read “Money Troubles” by Bill Cosby.
Discussion:
1. After instructor has read the book “Money Trouble” by Bill Cosby,
ask the students why Little Bill wanted a telescope?( to be famous)

2. How did Little Bill try and make money? (saving what he had, washing cars, collecting cans, etc)

3. How do you think he felt when he saw the other boy collecting cans?  Why do you think Little Bill left the cans? (compassion for the other boy needing the money more than he did)

4. What do you think Little Bill learned about himself and his need for a telescope? (perhaps that his needing a telescope and wanting to be famous was not as important as the boy needing the money for food– his telescope is a want)

5. What happened when Little Bill tried to save money on his haircut?  (bad cut!)  Do you think he was glad he saved some money by having his friend cut his hair?  
6. What happened at school that made Little Bill change his mind about saving his money for a telescope?  Do you think he did the right thing?  Why?  (he prioritized needs - food vs. wants –telescope)
7. Why was Little Bill famous in the end?  Do you think he felt good about himself?  Why?
8. What are some ways you have contributed to the community, family, or a friend to help when they are in need?  How did you feel about yourself? (if a student  says “good” ask for other feeling words).
Activity:
1. Instructor will now give student Handout #1- My Priorities and have them  

    prioritize their needs and wants on the handout. Give students about 5-7    

    minutes to complete Handout #1 – My Priorities. 

2. Instructor will put students in groups of three or four and have the groups 
    discuss their reasons for why these are their priorities. (As instructor walks 
    around to the groups, do not accept “because” as an answer, encourage 
    them to elaborate.)

Discussion:
9. As a whole group, discuss the various reasons the groups/individuals chose different priorities and address that we are different and therefore have different priorities.  Discuss respecting other students’ choices and the right for privacy if personal reasons are involved in their choices.  Ask students if they think their list will change as they grow older.  How?  Why? 

10.  Would your list change if your family won the lottery?  How?  Would your list change if a family member became very ill?  How? Discuss as they change, grow older, etc. that their priorities will change as well.
Additional Resources: 
1 .http://www.unicef.org.uk/tz/resources/assets/pdf/wants_and_needs.pdf
2. http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/money/managing/article2.htm
3. http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/economics/wantsandneeds1.htm
Extension Activities: 
Take handout home and review with family members and ask them to prioritize their needs and wants.

GOAL:  Students will prioritize their needs and wants.








