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GRADE 2 LESSON 3

Time Required:  30 Minutes
Content Standards: (7.1.2. Standard 2): Students will complete school with the academic preparation essential to choose from a wide range of substantial post-secondary options, including college.    

i Indicators:  
. Students will use assessment results in educational planning.
m. Students will understand the relationship between classroom performance and success in school.

Activity Statements: Students will begin to understand how their academic performance (now and future) will affect their lifestyle choices by reviewing a transcript and discussing the impact academic performance has on career goals and lifestyle choices.

Materials: 
1. Book “Bunny Money” by Rosemary Wells
2. LCD Projector or Interactive whiteboard

3. Computer

4. Instructor’s Resource #1
5. Instructor’s Resource #2
6. Handout #1 for each student
7. Handout #2 Rabbit
8. Crayons
Procedures:
SAY:  Today we are going to talk about how your grades today affect your future.  I am sure sometimes you wonder how you do on a spelling test in 2nd grade really matters when you are 20 years old.  Today we are going to look at some students’ grades and test scores and go over how it looks to a possible employer or college.  We are going to talk about how important money is to survive and how your grades now can directly affect how much money you can make in the future.   First, we are going to read a fun story called Bunny Money and talk about how we spend money and how quickly it goes.  Then, we are going to discuss that when you become an adult and have to take care of yourself, you will need to make smart choices with the money you earn. 
1. Instructor will read the book “Bunny Money” by Rosemary Wells.

Discussion:
1. Ask the students how Max and Ruby spent their money (bus, vampire teeth, laundry, food, gift, etc.).

2. In the story, Max and Ruby ran out of money.  What did they do? When you grow up and make your own money, what might happen if you run out of money?  What would you do if you ran out of money? 
3. It is important that when you grow up and are on your own, you know how to take care of yourself, make smart choices and not run out of money.  Doing well in school is going to help you make more money in the future, therefore, there will be less chance that you will run out of money.  Staying in school, making good grades and trying your best will give you more choices for higher paying jobs.  The more money you make as a grown up, the more things you can have.
Activity with Discussion:
2. Now, I am going to give each of you a transcript, or school record, and we are going to go over how this can affect your future.

3. (The students have one paper with both Jane Doe and John Doe, the instructor has two resource pages so it is easier for the students to see when displayed) Show Instructor’s Resource #1) Look at the top of your page.  First we are going to look at Jane Doe’s transcript.  (point out to  them the name, year, grade, etc).  What grades did Jane make in 2006?  2007, first semester?  Second semester?  Do you think Jane is a good 
student? Now look under her grades at the WESTEST scores. Next year, you will take a very important test called the WESTEST, I am sure you 
have heard of it.  Let’s go over what these scores mean (briefly explain novice, below mastery, etc.).  How do you think Jane did?  Does Jane look like a good student, hard worker?  Why?
4. Now let’s look at the bottom of the page at John’s grades and scores  (Instructor’s guide #2 - again, briefly go over the grades and scores).  Does John look like a good student, a hard worker? Why?
5. If you are going to give one of these students a scholarship (free college money), which one would you pick?  Why?  
6. When you get to middle school, counselors will look at your transcript for placement in classes and in high school counselors will look at your records for placement in high school classes.  If you are going on for further education or training, those schools also will look at your transcripts to see what classes and “free” money you may qualify for.  Some employers may also be interested in your transcripts to see what job you are qualified for and what kind of worker your may be.  Keep in mind how important your transcripts are and what kind of student want to you look like.
7.  So, after hearing all of this, how can your grades now affect your lifestyle when you grow up?  If you make good grades, stay in school and get a higher paying job, do you think you will be able to buy more things, make smart choices and not run out of money?
8. Give students Handout #2 and have the color, reminding them of smart academic choices and how to not be like Max and Ruby.

Additional Resources: 
http://www.school-for-champions.com/grades.htm
http://www.essortment.com/all/tipsforsuccess_rthm.htm
http://www.ed.gov/parents/academic/involve/2006toolkit/success-en.pdf
Extension Activities: 
Take the copy of transcripts home and review with parents and discuss the importance of good grades.  
GOAL:  Students will understand how academic performance will affect lifestyle choices.








