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GRADE  11  LESSON 4



Crime May Not Pay, But Parents of Seniors Sure Do
An Open Letter to Parents of Rising Seniors, or If You Think Gas Prices Are High Wait Until You Pay for Those Class Pictures.

Dear Parents,

 
Here comes your child's senior year of high school. It's the prom year, the graduation year, the year that acts asa springboard to college or careers. It's also the year you say goodbye to any thoughts of retirement. Hope you enjoy being broke as much as I have.
 
Right this minute, that tiny little baby you brought home is wandering around your kitchen in his boxers and undershirt, raiding the refrigerator and annihilating your grocery budget. Or, if he's a she, you're being accused of losing her best pair of black shorts because you washed them, even though her room is knee-deep in clothes (clean, dirty, folded, wadded, tossed, dropped, hung-up, barely on a hanger, on the bottom of her closet, slung on a doorknob or over the foot board, in the hamper, on top of the hamper, still in a suitcase ... you get my drift). But the fact that she can't find them is your fault.
 
Soon your shiny new senior (stuffed with all your groceries and a room that looks like someone shook up a Barbie doll house) will step out onto his or her high school campus and start the journey to adulthood. Senior year in high school offers parents a chance to air out their wallets and bank accounts, insuring they have no extra money lying around anywhere. Like college, this last year of high school is expensive, but that is where the similarity ends.
 
In college you pay for tuition, books, room and board. And a laptop. In high school's golden senior year you pay ridiculous amounts of money for ridiculous things. Like senior pictures, packages of which run just slightly less than a new Honda. Or the high school ring, or yearbook or cap and gown purchase. And that's just the beginning.
 
There's also prom, which is a whole category on its own. In addition to the clothes, tickets, transportation, flowers, dinner and all the other expenses, prom is also a time suck. If you've ever shopped for a wedding dress, then you understand what I am talking about. Girls start planning for senior prom in October of their junior year. Boys, on the other hand, begin prom preparations about three days before prom arrives.
  
In addition to burning issues like "where can I find a mango-colored vest to match my date's dress for prom" and "maybe I should actually study for this upcoming test because otherwise I am going to fail algebra/French/biology" you must also consider college, which comes at you like a runaway freight train driven by a roaring drunk.
 
Open your wallet for retaking the SAT (add in private SAT prep classes to really rack up the expenses), college application fees and Other Important Stuff They Can't Live Without. I know I did all of this with my daughter and will do it all over again with her sibling starting again in August. I can hardly wait to see if anyone can extract blood from us, the Turnip Family.
 
Here's hoping you strike oil on your property since I sure didn't.

Carole

http://www.jdnews.com/articles/year-57502-high-prom.html

