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Better Stay in School!
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GRADE 1 LESSON 4

Time Required:  20 -30 Minutes
Content Standards: (7.2.1. Standard 4): Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge of self and to make informed career decisions.    

Indicators:  
f. Students will learn how to set goals.          

g. Students will understand the importance of planning. 
Activity Statements:  Students will begin to discuss lifestyle choices and how planning ahead (saving) will enable them to make better choices about their future. 
Materials: 
1. Chalk board or Dry Erase Board
2. Instructor’s Resource #4- Income and Educational Levels
3. Handout #1- Lifestyle Choices
4. Handout #2 – Money Graph

5. Handout #3 – Me, All Grown Up
6. Crayons

Overview:
SAY: Today we are going to discuss why it is important to start thinking about saving for your future job.  Even though you are only in first grade, it is a good idea to start thinking about what you want to b
Procedures and Discussion:
1. Review the last lesson about saving vs. spending and why it is important to save for short term and long term goals (college, emergencies, living month to month, etc).

2.. Ask the students to think of things in their home that cost money every month –needs (examples are mortgage/rent;  car payment/bus money; groceries;  clothes/shoes; medicine;  phone bill; water, electricity bill, etc.) and list on the board.  Then ask the students some “wants” they have at home (examples cable, TV, pets, computer, bike, etc.)  
  3. Ask students to think about some things they would like to have as grown ups (house, car, computer, etc) and list on the board.  Discuss how they are going to pay for these things, are they going to have to save money, plan ahead, etc.

 4.  Write the amount of money on the board for the different levels (round to up to next even number to simplify) of education. Discuss the chart (briefly) in regards to choices, for example more money means more things.  For example, renting vs. owning your own home, designer clothes vs. clothes from a thrift store (explain neither choice is bad, but ask them to begin thinking about the things they want when they grow up).
5.  Discuss the importance of education, staying in school and earning good grades to help them get a better job when they grow up, giving them the ability to have more choices, wants and needs met, etc.
6. Discuss a scholarship (free money for school) and when someone chooses to go to college, in order to get a scholarship, things that are considered are good grades, good behavior, special talents and skills, and what they do for others in the community (citizenship).  Could staying in school and going to college be a goal (something to work toward)?  Why or why not?  
Activities:
1.  Give each student Hand out #1 – Lifestyle Choices and have them circle 
     which things they want. 

2.  Give each student Handout #2 – Money Graph and have them color in the 
      graph bars up to the line.  
3.  Discuss these two handouts and how it is OK to work in a lower paying job but 
     tothink about the things they want and how they will pay for them.

4. Have students then draw a picture of them as a grown up and, if time allows, 

    discuss the picture with each student and how they are going to “get there”.

Additional Resources: 
1. http://www.savingforcollege.com/*
2. http://www.wvsto.com/*
3. http://www.kids.gov/k_5/k_5_money.shtml
Extension Activities: 
With parents, go to above web site * saving for college and put in child’s age to review costs for a four year college degree.   Also, go to the * WV State Treasury Office and view the college saving page (sites listed above).
GOAL:  Students will apply savings concepts to become aware of ways to fund career education and training.











