West Virginia Selected for National Career Awareness Project
West Virginia Adult Basic Education (ABE) and Strategic Planning in Occupational Knowledge for Employment Success (SPOKES) programs have been selected by the Literacy Information and Communication System (LINCS) to participate in its second round of the National Career Awareness Project.  This project is supported by funds from the U. S. Department of Education, Office of Vocational and Adult Education.  Only fifteen states in the nation have been selected to join this initiative to increase and improve adult learners’ career awareness and planning throughout all levels of ESOL, ABE, and Adult Secondary Education by incorporating career awareness and planning into their instruction and counseling activities.

The project uses the Integrating Career Awareness into the ABE/ESOL Classroom (ICA) curriculum.  The materials provide classroom-ready, flexible lessons, handouts, and online resources to prepare counselors and instructors to guide adult students through a career awareness and planning process.  Teams selected within each state will develop a customized approach to implementing the curriculum with the support of a group of peers from other selected states and facilitators/advisors with expertise in the area of career exploration and planning.  
West Virginia’s team consists of:  Tyann Douglas, RESA 3; Jack Price, Berkeley County ABE; Ann Fodor, Berkeley County SPOKES; Missy Jacobs, Summers County SPOKES; Shalom Tazewell, Summers County ABE/ESL; Denise Aiken and Vicki Mentzer, RESA 6

SPOKES; Amy Curtis, Roane County SPOKES; and Shannon Wilson, Roane County ABE.  We are very proud of our selection to participate in this worthwhile project.  
For additional information, contact:  Debrah Varner at 304-558-0280 or dvarner@access.k12.wv.us.

