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Mark your calendars
Institute in the Hills

First Regional Institute sponsored by WVAEA, Inc. and the
Commission on Adult Basic Education

October 24-25, 2004 • Embassy Suites • Charleston, WV

Reaching the Summit
The eighth annual Adult Education and Family Literacy

Conference sponsored by the WVAEA, Inc.
October 25-27, 2004 • Embassy Suites • Charleston, WV

See article on page 8 and log on to www.wvaea.org.

Workforce West Virginia
Second annual conference

July 13-16, 2004
Mountaineer Race Track & Gaming Resort • Chester, WV

Join leading workforce development practitioners to discover innovations
and trends in the field, share lessons learned, and build a network of col-
leagues from around the state and mid-Atlantic region.

Summer Technical and Adult
Education Conference

July 28-30, 2004 • Charleston Civic Center • Charleston, WV

The ABE offerings at this year’s summer conference will consist almost
entirely of CORE training sessions. This is a good opportunity for first,
second, and third year instructors to acquire their needed CORE sessions.
Those sessions being offered are:  Management 100, Assessment 100, SLN
100, GED 101, EL/Civics 200, Curriculum 100, Assessment 101-T, As-
sessment 101-C, Assessment 101-B, WorkKeys Assessment, and Cyber
Teacher pre-service.

By Missy Maidens, ABE teacher

PRT no longer stands for “Pleasants,
Ritchie, and Tyler County Technical
Center,” at least not for the adult
basic education class that meets there.

Adult basic education (ABE) teacher Missy
Maidens has come up with her own meaning for
the building in which her class meets.

“‘PRT at PRT’ is the name of a program I
started for my students to encourage them to
educationally enrich the lives of their children. It
stands for ‘Play, Read, and Teach at Pleasants-
Ritchie-Tyler County Technical Center,’” said
Maidens.

To create the program, Maidens cleared out a
small corner in her classroom to make room for
many children’s books, puzzles, art projects, and
games with educational value. Maidens’ stu-
dents then must show a library card in order to
“check out” any one item for them and their
children to read or play together. The children
also receive a folder comparable to the one in
which the students themselves record their
work. Upon completing a book or project and
showing it to Maidens, the child receives a
sticker in his or her folder. Five stickers earn the
child a gift card donated by area fast food
restaurants.

“This program is not that hard to maintain,”
said Maidens. “I was a little concerned that it
might be when I dreamt up the idea, but it’s not.
The idea came to me after studying the 400B
section in which students can get credit for
increasing a role in his or her child’s education. I
think it has been a positive addition to my
classroom because it promotes authentic lifelong
educational skills in my students’ homes and
teaches them how to educationally play with

A bright idea for family literacy: PRT at PRT

http://www.wvaea.org/
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Kathy Winter-Hollingsworth
Editor

Last fall I started treating my lawn
with a five-step plan which includes
nutrients, fertilizer, weed killer, and
bug killer. I have just completed step

three and can already see a transformation in
progress. What was once a lawn of crabgrass
and dandelions is becoming a carpet of thick,
soft, green grass.

This process is similar to the adult basic
education/literacy programs throughout the
state. The love, encouragement, and information
provided in the classroom destroys the bad
thoughts, ideas, and feelings that are often
imbedded within us. We begin to see the trans-
formation within ourselves as teachers, adminis-
trators, and students. Just as the grass grows
stronger, so do we.

This issue of Networks is full of such transfor-
mations. The student writings will touch your
heart and, for ideas about class projects for next
year, don’t miss  “King’s dream sparks
newfound confidence in adult students,” “PRT
at PRT,” and “Calhoun-Gilmer builds adult
education center.”

Now go outside, find a comfortable chair, and
relax while you enjoy this issue of Networks.
Enjoy your summer! 

Jean Green retires
By Pam Bryan, contributing editor

On March 31, 2004 Jean Green retired
as regional technical assistant for
Literacy West Virginia. Jean has been
involved in volunteer literacy since

1996 as a representative of Laubach Literacy.
Originally hired in a temporary position, she
soon became an important employee and
advocate of literacy.

Although she has retired as a regional techni-
cal assistant, we couldn’t let her go completely.
Jean will continue to serve on the board of the
West Virginia Adult Education Association, Inc.,
Tri-State Literacy Council, Mason County
Literacy, and Literacy West Virginia.

Over the years, as a volunteer tutor, Jean
worked with many students including an ESL

Continued on page 15
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King’s dream sparks confidence in adult students
By Sarah P. Dalton, Princeton Times

Submitted by Mercer County Academy of Adult Learning and reprinted with permission from Princeton Times,
Princeton, WV

Editor’s note:  I apologize to the Mercer County Academy of Adult Learning for inadvertently omitting this article from
the spring 2004 issue. By including it in this issue, we hope other programs can use this concept as an example to cel-
ebrate upcoming holidays, historical people, and memorial events. What a great way to build student confidence and
writing skills! Thanks, Mercer County.

“. . . the nation celebrates the life of
Martin Luther King Jr. because he
helped his country to live up to his
dream of equality and freedom for

all. He is still a very important person today as
he was then.”

Peterstown resident Judy Justice penned
those lines to express her thoughts on the
meaning of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Her words earned first place honors in the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay Competition held at
the Mercer County Academy of Adult Learning.

Justice received a $50 savings bond, a Certifi-
cate of Excellence, and a ribbon.

Additional winners in the contest include:
Jessica Whitt of Princeton, second place, $25
saving bond; Mary Farley of Princeton, third
place, $25 savings bond; and Jason Parks of
Kellysville, honorable mention.

AmeriCorps literacy volunteer Nina Eubanks,
who is tutoring at the school, came up with the
idea for the contest.

She said putting their writing skills to the
challenges of an essay competition is something
new for the adult students there.

The Academy of Adult Learning serves area
adults studying for the GED (high school
equivalency), upgrading skills for a better job,
preparing for college entrance tests, and for
other academic reasons.

Eubanks was pleased with the response and
the results of the contest.

“I think some were a little apprehensive at
first, but they did well. We had some excellent
essays,” she said.

Marcia Ware, coordinator of the Academy of
Adult Learning, praised the efforts of her students.

“They worked really, really diligently,” she said.
“This is the first time we’ve done anything

like this,” she said. “I think we’ll do it more.”
Both Ware and Eubanks said the contest was

a confidence builder for students.
“They were so encouraged. They don’t have a

lot of self-esteem. It’s been a good experience. It’s
been a good experience for me,” Eubanks said.

“It did so much for their morale,” Ware said.
The contest was sponsored by the AmeriCorps

program, Alpha Upsilon Boule, Harvest Outreach
Center of Princeton, and the Academy of Adult
Learning.

Ware said that the contest helped participants
practice and polish their writing skills.

“It gave them practice writing. They were
taking what they knew and putting it into an
organized paper,” she said.

Eubanks said the writing of an essay is one
part of the GED test.

“The ones who won are going to be very
confident,” she said.

Farley said she viewed the contest as a way to
expand her writing abilities. “This was some-
thing I wanted to do because it improves my
skills,” she said.

Eubanks said all students at the school were
invited to participate.

They had approximately two weeks to
research and write their essays.

Winners and sponsors of the Mercer County Academy
of Adult Learning’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Essay
Competition are:  From left, Jessica Whitt, second
place; the Rev. Barry Early, Harvest Outreach Center;
Nina Eubanks, AmeriCorps literacy Volunteer; Mary
Farley, third place; Judy Justice, first place; and Jason
Parks, honorable mention. The Academy of Adult
Learning and Alpha Upsilon Boule also helped support
the contest.

Continued on page 20
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By Sherry Williams, ABE instructor

The WorkForce WV Center in Ripley
has a variety of services available. It
is the site of meetings, conferences,
and classes. Services include employ-

ment screening, job service registration with the
local Bureau of Employment Programs, labor
market information, career/job exploration,
referral to relief/support services, and referral
for basic training with the SPOKES (Strategic
Planning in Occupational Knowledge for
Employment and Success) and the HTGR (Hit
the Ground Running program).

The classes, SPOKES and HTGR, are taught
on alternate times by adult basic education
(ABE) instructor, Sherry Williams. The training
programs have been structured with the collabo-
ration of educators and the private sector,
business and industry, to develop skills most
desired in a successful employee. The pre-
employment programs offer remediation for
math and reading skills, basic computer skills,
preparation of a resume portfolio, and participa-
tion in a “mock” interview to develop job
readiness.

Soft skill modules are taught to enhance
abilities such as goal setting, time, money and
stress management, and improved listening and
communication styles, as well as problem

Workforce WV Center offers a variety of services

Sherry Williams with some of her students.

solving and dealing with conflict and difficult
situations.

The HTGR program is completed in one
month with an assessment given in the form of
the Work Keys test. The SPOKES program,
which also is assessed with Work Keys, goes on
for an additional two weeks of instruction,
including several more modules that give
further guidance. At the completion of the
program, students leave with a completed
resume portfolio, one of three certificates (Ready
to Work, Achievement, or Participation), and
hopefully a more confident and self-directed
performance. 

The following testimonial is from a student in the Workforce WV Center in Ripley, WV. Student writing is the original
work of students and has not been edited.

“My instructor empowered me!”
By Sharlene Nichols, Jackson County Workforce WV student

Hello, my name is Sharlene Nichols. I
attended the Hit the Ground Running
class in November 2003. When I
received word I’d been accepted to

this program I got very excited. The program
would allow me to refresh my skills in reading
and math. However, refreshing my skills would
prove to be no easy task. It had been a long time
since I’d been in the classroom environment.
This was difficult.

My instructor, Sherry Williams, did the
biggest favor anyone could ever do for someone.
She empowered me! She was a positive driving
force for me to succeed at the Hit the Ground
Running Program. She always encouraged me

and instilled in me a “never-give-up” attitude.
After taking the test I discovered I hadn’t

done as well as I’d expected. I had only passed
one of three tests. However, because of the
positive attitude Sherry Williams has taught me,
I didn’t become defeated. I continued to work
hard and retest until I passed.

Passing this program has left me with a
satisfying sense of accomplishment. I highly
recommend the program. It is certainly the first
step in the right direction leading to a positive
change in your life. 

Instructor’s note:  Sharlene is now employed at the
Workforce WV office in Roane County as a receptionist.
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g The following testimonial is from a student in the Workforce WV Center in Ripley, WV. Student writing is the original
work of students and has not been edited.

“I believe that dreams really can come true”
By Ellen Welch, Jackson County Workforce WV student

Instructor Sherry Williams, center,
with Sharlene Nichols and Ellen
Welch.

My name is Ellen Welch. Early last
year (2003), I participated in the “Hit
the Ground Running” program. I was
nervous; I had been out of school for

23 years. This program helped me refresh all
those things that I learned so long ago and it
even taught me new and easier ways of learning.

I am bad at math and grammar; however my
instructor, Ms. Sherry Williams assured me that I
would be successful in my understanding of these
subjects and do well. Her encouragement gave me
the desire to learn. I must say that without that
added touch of caring from her I probably would
have given up. She, through this program has
taught me to have confidence in myself and to set
attainable goals. She helped me to understand the
importance of setting goals, and that I can reach

any goal as long
as I have the
desire and the
will to reach it,
and to make
new goals for
myself once
each is com-
pleted. I learned
from her to
never give up.
She taught me
how to commu-
nicate effectively
and to feel good
about my
achievements.
     I have test
anxiety real bad,

but she helped me to relax and concentrate on the
end result and to know that I will make it; all I
have to do is believe. I have found out that for me,
I am as good as I am taught. Ms. Williams taught
me well, and for this I am grateful to her and owe
a great deal of thanks.

I believe that each of us has the opportunity
to become anything we want and to do anything
we choose to do. I have learned about network-
ing, relating to people, how to dress profession-
ally, to believe in myself, and to progressively
move beyond my comfort zone.

In all honesty, this program has opened a

door for me that I did not know existed. It is as
though a fog has been lifted and I now am able
to see clearly. I know now, that I can achieve
anything with hard work, determination, and
dedication. Believing in myself was hard, but
this program changed at that, it gave me the
courage, knowledge and the money I needed to
go to college; which is something I never
thought in a million years I would be able to
attain. My personal growth has been greatly
enhance, because Ms. Williams enriched me
with the confidence to believe in myself and
renewed the basic knowledge I needed to
further my growth. For this I am truly thankful
to her and the program, for without it I would
not be where I am today.

I am currently attending West Virginia Junior
College in Charleston, WV, working hard to get
my Associates Degree in Paralegal. I would have
never thought that I could go to college, but the
Work for WV and the Hit the Ground Running
Program has put me well on the road of attain-
ing the goals that I have set for myself. I am due
to graduate in September. I have maintained a
4.0 GPA for all but one quarter which I receive a
3.79 GPA. I now have a greater confidence and
belief in myself. I have found that I do not
second guess myself, anymore. I earnestly try to
apply what I learn to everything and feel that it
has helped me to succeed not only in this
program but in all areas of my life.

I am truly thankful to have been given such a
great opportunity to better educate myself. I
have developed a healthier outlook and my self-
esteem has blossomed. There is nothing I am not
capable of doing for I now am strong and I
believe that dreams really can come true. This
program has been the stepping stone I needed.
Thank you so much, for without my start in the
“Hit the Ground Running” Program, I would
not have been able to envision the positive
future I see for myself and my family. I encour-
age anyone who wants to make a change in their
lives to enroll into this program or one like it.
Success is attainable by anyone; you simple need
to have the desire to reach it. I owe the goals I
am reaching today and tomorrow to this pro-
gram which lead me in the right direction to
succeed. Thank you. 
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Calhoun-Gilmer Career Center’s new adult
education/literacy classroom is group effort

James Kirby and Chris Boone working on
new ABE/Lit classroom.

The Calhoun-Gilmer Career Center,
located on State Route 5 in Calhoun
County, is currently building a
classroom to serve the Calhoun

County Adult Education class and the Calhoun
County Literacy WV Council. The classroom is
actually the renovations of a former high-wall
electrical lab in the Center. The renovation is
made possible through a $3,800 grant received
in December, 2002 from the Parkersburg Area
Community Foundation. Calhoun County
Literacy WV Council, Calhoun-Gilmer Career
Center, and Calhoun County Adult Education
collaborated on the grant application. Student
volunteers from the Career Center’s Construc-
tion Trades classes are doing the construction
work as part of their classroom experience.

The classroom will provide space for the
Calhoun County Adult Education class, which
provides free instruction to adults who want to
obtain a GED (General Equivalency Diploma) or
brush up on basic skill such as reading, writing,
and math. It will also provide the Calhoun
County Literacy WV Council with a space for

administration and student-tutor meetings. The
Literacy Council provides adults in Calhoun,
Roane, and Gilmer Counties with free, confiden-
tial, one-on-one tutoring in the areas of reading,
writing, and math. 

A brand new logo for
Literacy West Virginia
By Pam Bryan, contributing editor

At their first state conference, Literacy
West Virginia held a logo contest!

Students, volunteers, and council employ-
ees submitted a variety of designs, including
many with intricate and detailed work.
Thirteen proposed logo designs were sent in
from across the state.

During the Literacy West Virginia board
meeting, approximately 60 people voted
upon the final five that the public relations
committee presented to the board.

The winning entry was submitted by
Jenny Parsons of Pursglove, WV. She re-
ceived $50 for her design, which will be the
trademark for Literacy West Virginia. 
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A unique education department within RESA V
By Judy Burkle, lead teacher at St. Marys Correctional Center

Dianna Flanagan in action.

Regional Education Service Agency V
coordinator Dianna Flanagan is an
ardent supporter of the educational
programming offered by the West

Virginia Department of Education, Office of
Institutional Education Programs (OIEP) at the
St. Marys Correctional Center (SMCC). She
offers technical assistance by serving on the
Community Resource Committee, and is always
available to advise via e-mail or phone. She
supports the program and students by attending
special functions such as the annual commence-
ment ceremony, administers the Work Keys
Exam to approximately 50 students through out
the school year, and maintains communication
with the educational staff regarding staff devel-
opment opportunities offered through RESA V.

Dianna has supported the SMCC Education
Department since its inception in January of
2000. She has contributed to the following
unique qualities of the SMCC Education Depart-
ment:

First adult institutional education program to
offer Microsoft Office Specialist program with
on-line testing.

Only adult institutional education program to
acquire an Educational Resource Partner,
Allegheny Energy Supply.
Only adult institutional education program to
be awarded the Special Populations Grant
through the Workforce Investment Board
(Region 4).
Only adult institutional program to acquire a state
awarded Modernization Technology Grant.
Only adult site to acquire a Transition Coordi-
nator to provide pre/post release employabil-
ity mentoring/interventions.
Only adult institutional educational program
providing curriculum that culminates in
students taking the Work Keys Exam to earn
the state recognized “Ready to Work Certifi-
cate.”
First adult institutional education program to
offer offender satellite programming.
Unique programs: Business and Law and
Contractors’ Licensing of the General Build-
ing Construction Trade.

In addition to these, there are other program-
ming honors we attribute to continuous, out-
standing support from OIEP, RESA V educa-
tional community, Region 4 Workforce Invest-
ment Board (WIB), SMCC/Division of Correc-
tions (DOC) administration, and our Resource
Partner, Allegheny Energy Supply:

WVAEA Adult Program of the Year, 2001 and
2003
Correctional Education Association (CEA)
accreditation: May 2002 thru 2005. 

Lakeview and Lincoln learning
centers take a field trip
By Judy Armstrong, ABE instructor

Thursday, March 25, 2004 was a great day for students from
the Wood County Adult Learning Centers at Lakeview and
Lincoln. They traveled to the Blennerhassett Museum, toured the
Smoot Theatre and visited the Oil and Gas Museum, all in
downtown Parkersburg.

They enjoyed lunch on this first spring-like day of the year at
Point Park on the Ohio River. Students and teachers alike
enjoyed the beautiful day visiting local historical attractions.
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By WVAEA, Inc. conference committee

The West Virginia Adult Education
Association, Inc. (WVAEA) and the
Commission on Adult Basic Educa-
tion (COABE) will sponsor Institute in

the Hills, the first Regional Institute scheduled
for October 24-25, 2004 in Charleston, WV. This
Institute will serve practitioners and administra-
tors from all states in Region 2, which includes
the District of Columbia, Delaware, Kentucky,
Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia, and West Virginia. Representa-
tives from the surrounding states of Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wis-
consin will also be encouraged to attend.

The WVAEA executive board  promoted
Institute in the Hills during this year’s annual
COABE conference in Columbus, Ohio. We set
up a booth in the vendor area and distributed
information about the Institute and Charleston.
We gave out Charleston Chews, a nougat candy-
bar, and also gave away “page-ups” (devices
designed to hold papers while typing) with the
Institute logo to those who stopped by the booth
for more information.

The concept of the regional institute origi-
nated from discussions about how to provide
professional development on issues pertinent to
practitioners dealing with adults in classrooms
today. Concurrent conference sessions lasting
from one to three hours only begin to touch on
the topics. This creates frustration and anxiety
among participants and presenters; they leave
sessions wanting and needing more. Thus was
born the Regional Institute!

COABE chose West Virginia as the host for
this precedent-setting institute. Nationally
acclaimed presenters will provide research-
based information focusing on disabilities and
accommodations, Wilson Reading System for low-
level readers, serving young adult population,
and the educational impact of health concerns.

These workshops will provide hands-on
experience, information, and materials that
instructors and tutors can take back to their
classrooms to improve their existing programs.
The workshops will last from nine to twelve
hours over two days, and participants will have
the opportunity to earn graduate credit from
Marshall University.

Immediately following Institute in the Hills,
from October 25 to 27, WVAEA’s eighth annual
adult education and family literacy conference
will take place. This year’s conference, Reaching
the Summit, will provide core and elective in-
service opportunities along with information on
the following topics:  Guide to Working Fami-
lies, family literacy and nutrition, distance
education, Worker’s Compensation, job trends
and skills, GED accommodations, Leadership
Plenty, effective marketing, student leadership
training, Money Smart, and legislative strate-
gies. Graduate credit will also be available to
participants who attend only Reaching the
Summit.

The Adult Educator of the Year, Adult Ad-
ministrator of the Year, Adult Program of the
Year, and Adult Student of the Year will be
presented at the WVAEA conference. This year,
WVAEA has added an additional award, Adult
Education Support Personnel, to honor those
who provide behind-the-scenes support and
expertise to programs, teachers, and/or admin-
istrators.

Information on Institute in the Hills, Reaching
the Summit, and the award nomination forms are
available by logging-on to www.wvaea.org.
Registration and lodging information is also
provided on the website. Online registration will
be available soon. 

Institute in the Hills to provide professional
development opportunities to Region 2

The Institute in the Hills display at the
COABE conference in Columbus, OH.

http://www.wvaea.org/
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The Commission on Adult Basic
Education and the Ohio Association
of Adult and Continuing Education
sponsored the 2004 national adult

education conference in Columbus, OH April
24-28.

This year’s conference theme was Discover
Columbus. It offered a wide variety of pre-
conference sessions, concurrent sessions, and
many off-site tours to area attractions.

West Virginia was well represented this year.
Debbie Varner, assistant director of Adult
Education for the WV Department of Education,
David Hollingsworth from RESA III, Shalom
Tazewell of Summers County ABE/ESL, and
Janne Rice of Cabell County ABE/ESL conducted
roundtable discussions on Monday morning.

Debbie and David presented A New Job
Readiness Initiative in West Virginia, which
highlighted the SPOKES (Strategic Planning in
Occupational Knowledge for Employment and
Success) programs throughout the state. This
session generated much interest and many
questions among the participants, as they
discussed the six-week program consisting of
assessment, job readiness, work process skills,

computer skills,
and work related
academics.

Shalom and
Janne shared
curriculum
modules used in
two part-time,
multilevel English
Language Civics
programs during
Out of the Class-
room, Into the
Community. This
discussion high-
lighted the combi-
nation of classroom

and experiential learning activities, including field
trips and outside speakers, used to develop
English skills through civic participation.

Kathy Hollingsworth, Dianna Flanagan, Herb
Rothwell, Bonnie Herrold, Robin Asbury,
Barbara Metheny, and Tom Dulaney also at-
tended this year’s annual conference. Debbie
attended her first State Directors’ conference,
which preceded Discover Columbus, where she

shared highlights of the West Virginia ABE
program and discussed techniques and concerns
with other state directors.

At the Awards Luncheon on Tuesday, David
Hollingsworth was presented with a plaque
honoring the three years he served on the COABE
board of directors as Region 2 representative.
He will continue to serve as COABE photogra-
pher and as Regional Institute committee chair
to provide guidance and assistance to state
associations that will be chosen to sponsor
future Regional Institutes. (For information on
the first Regional Institute sponsored by the
West Virginia Adult Education Association, Inc.,
see the article on the preceding page.) 

West Virginia well represented at COABE
By Kathy Hollingsworth, president of West Virginia Adult Education Association, Inc.

Debbie Varner, Herb Rothwell, Barbara Metheny, Robin
Asbury, Kathy Hollingsworth, Dianna Flanagan, Bonnie
Herrold, and David Hollingsworth. Not pictured: Tom
Dulaney, Shalom Tazewell, and Janne Rice.

Debbie talks with a participant
while David takes time out to
take photos.

Shalom and Janne present their curriculum
while participant takes notes.
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More than 100 volunteer literacy
providers, new readers, and adult
educators participated in the historic
Literacy West Virginia Conference on

April 16 and 17 at the Holiday Inn Charleston
House in Charleston, WV. This was the first
combined conference since the two literacy
leaders — West Virginia Laubach Literacy and
Literacy Volunteers of America — merged on the
state and national levels. “Our New Beginning”
was a great one!

The conference theme was Saluting our Past,
Honoring the Present, and Supporting the Future.

Dr. Robert Laubach, international literacy
leader and founder of New Reader’s Press,
offered a Writing for New Readers workshop and
a special workshop for the new readers attend-
ing the conference. Meeting him and hearing
stories of his childhood and the development of
a worldwide Laubach Literacy Program was the
highlight of the conference for many. Dr.
Laubach was honored at the Friday evening
reception and banquet. Having just returned
from a trip to Guatemala, Dr. Colvin, founder of
Literacy Volunteers of America, sent a congratu-
latory message to be read at the banquet.

Dr. Bethanie Tucker presented her Tucker
Signing Strategies for Reading. Workshop partici-
pants were provided with a powerful tactile-
kinesthetic strategy to teach reading that uses a

Historic Literacy West Virginia conference held
By Pam Makircosta, regional technical assistant

system of 44 hand signs. Dr. Tucker worked with
three of our new readers for approximately 20
minutes during lunch; and they were able to use
this multi-sensory method to sound out difficult
words. Tim Rawson, a new reader from Hancock
County remarked, “I’ve always been confused
by the ‘b’s’ and ‘d’s,’ but not anymore!”

Dr. Richard Cooper, founder and director of
the Center for Alternative Learning, provided a
session titled Math, Reading and Spelling Strate-
gies for Students with Learning Differences. Dr.
Cooper’s motivational workshop included a
wealth of techniques. Having grown up with
learning differences himself such as ADHD (“a
racing mind”) he developed ways of coping and
training others. His demonstration of Tic-Tac-
Toe Math was the “hit of the day.”

David Coccari, president of Literacy West
Virginia, presented Marilyn McCord with a
special award for her 20 years of volunteer
service to literacy efforts in the state. There was
also an award for Jean Green, recognizing her
literacy work and retirement as regional techni-
cal assistant. Judy Azulay, Literacy West Virginia
coordinator, called forward representatives from
each of the 53 affiliates to sign the historic poster
of the state in celebration of “Our New Beginning.”

Another highlight of the conference was the
first annual Board of Councils meeting attended
by 53 representatives from the total of 64 coun-
cils and affiliates in the state. It was inspiring to
see that each representative had the same voice
as the others in the new Literacy West Virginia
organization. The newly elected officers are:
David Coccari, president; Rebecca McDaniel,
vice-president; Geneva Templin, secretary, and
Marilyn McCord, treasurer. The following are
the regional technical assistants: Pamela
Makricosta, Region 1; Judy Bowling, Region 2;
Therese Hess, Region 3; Pam Bryan, Region 4;
Shalom Tazewell and Rita Wilborn, Region 5;
and Judy Seaman, Region 6.

Everyone enjoyed the “Brain Games” pre-
sented by Therese Hess and the AmeriCorps
members from the Eastern Panhandle. In
addition to the conference workshops, new
readers from across the state toured the Capitol,
the Cultural Center, and the memorials and
statues on the Capitol grounds. Some new
readers received free computers funded by
Mission West Virginia. Pamela Makricosta and
Marilyn McCord co-chaired the conference. 

A new reader’s story:
The trip to Charleston
By Marianne Marzullo, Brooke County Adult Literacy Council

On April 15th through the 17th, the Literacy class went to Charles-
ton for the Literacy Conference. There was two things that I
thought was important. The math and spelling what Dr. Cooper
taught us was the different ways we can use math like Tic-Tac-Toe
and for spelling he taught us different ways to learn how to spell.
What is interesting is he has a learning disability, and he taugh
himself how to do these things. I think that is amazing. The second
one is: “In Your Own Words” part 1 & 2 with Pam Makricosta. She
is a coordinator. She had literacy students come up with a topic,
and we came with the topic of “Reading-the Value of it.” What I
learned from the little things I was taught for math and spelling
were things I was never taught in school. Now that I have learned
them, then when my son starts school I can teach him.
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Governor’s Council on Literacy and Literacy
Foundation grant awards announced
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Student writing is the original work of students and has not been edited.

By June Camp, Weirton area Literacy Council

At the Charleston Conference, I spent
my lunch break learning a new
signing method fro Dr. Bethanie
Tucker. I picked it up easily. Then she

asked me to stand in front of the whole class to
sound out words for her using the new signs. I
felt honored and important that Dr. Tucker
thought I was SMART enough to do it. And I
did do it!

I enjoyed see Dr. Laubach again at the Confer-
ence. I had him sign the story that he wrote
about his father in People and Places. He has

The conference in Charleston

changed so many people’s live including mine.
When I went to the Giant Eagle’s Bagger

Contest, I saw my old boss, Joe. I went up to him
and told him, “I can read!” He said that Mike,
my new boss had been keeping him informed of
my progress. He told the boss next to him how
Giant Eagle has encouraged me to stay with this
program. I was proud that he ws proud enough
of me to tell my story to another fellow boss that
I didn’t even know.

The Literacy Program has made me feel
proud about my accomplishments. 

On May 6, 2004 the Governor’s
Council on Literacy grant committee
made its decisions on the 2005 grant
awards. After carefully reviewing and

discussing each proposal, the committee submit-
ted its recommendations to the Foundation, and
the following agencies will receive funding for
2005:

LifeBridge AmeriCorp – Charleston, WV

Big Creek People in Action – Caretta, WV

Appalachian Community CARE/Read to
Succeed – Moatsville, WV

Parenting Literacy – Eckman, WV

Community Connections – Bluefield, WV

Literacy Volunteers of Harrison County, Inc. –
Clarksburg, WV

Literacy WV – Summersville, WV

Literacy Volunteers of Randolph County –
Elkins, WV

White Sulphur Higher Learning at WV DOE/
Anthony Correctional Center – White Sul-
phur Springs, WV

Literacy Volunteers of the Eastern Panhandle –
Martinsburg, WV

Hamlin-Lincoln County Public Library –
Hamlin, WV

Monongalia County Literacy Volunteers, Inc.
– Morgantown, WV

Central Baptist Literacy for Life – Beckley,
WV

Logan Area Public Library – Logan, WV

Literacy Volunteers of Marion County –
Fairmont, WV

Raleigh County ABE Program – Beckley, WV

Pocahontas County Free Libraries –
Marlinton, WV

Northern Panhandle Head Start – Wheeling,
WV

LAMP (Literate Adults Means Prosperity) –
Hinton, WV

Rosedale Community Center – Rosedale, WV

Literacy Volunteers of Upshur County –
Buckhannon, WV

For more information on the Governor’s
Council on Literacy or the Literacy Foundation,
visit its website at www.wvliteracy.org.

By Kathy Hollingsworth, grant committee staff liaison
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How would you describe your experience
with the SPOKES program?
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Contributed by Carolyn Miihlbach and Dottie Stephens, SPOKES instructors at Roane-Jackson Technical
Center

Students in the SPOKES program at the Roane-Jackson Technical Center wrote the following essays. Student writing is
the original work of students and has not been edited.

Continued on page 13

By Thelma Lang, ABE coordinator

Jackson County Schools adult education information
is available online at http://boe.jack.k12.wv.us/
adulted.html. The ABE Coordinator, Thelma Lang, is the
county webmaster.

Posting adult education information is, of course, a
priority. Teachers have easy access to AEMIS and all
ABE information in one place. The State ABE website
provides so much, but many times employees don’t visit
the site as often as they should.

Posting a link to important information from our site
and then setting this as the default page on our class
computers has increased the use. We are also advertising
the URL on business cards, flyers, news papers, and
radio.

Students can access links to study topics that have
been covered in class. They can obtain forms and
information without making a trip into the office. They
can communicate with the staff via e-mail. All of this
information is available online. We have been amazed
by the number of contacts and inquiries that this has
generated.

The Jackson County Schools site ranks 732 (overall) in
the Education and Reference category. It has tallied up

Jackson County is online
22,104 hits and averages 72.5  hits per day.

In the fast-paced age of technology, one must think in
this realm and make information accessible online. In
Jackson County, we feel that it has been worth the effort
to put our information online. Communication is vital in
all programs, and the use of e-mail and listservs help to
make the ABE network more accessible to all.

From Clarissa:

When I first heard about the SPOKES
program I was not sure about real
responsibility of it. I thought here we
go again, boring school and how

much I hated math. I really did not want to start
this. I kind of felt like a teenager again and I
really did not want to do this again.

Boy did I change my mind when I got there.
Upon stepping into that classroom for the first
time, I really felt comfortable. And what helped
that was when I saw Carolyn and Dottie, I soon

realized that it was going to be ok. Both of my
instructors have “I really do care” attitudes and
have really went above and beyond trying to
make me feel welcome in this program.

I soon settled down and really began to learn
a lot. I thought I knew everything there was
about computers and my reading skills. Well, I
came to realize that I had forgotten a lot and
really enjoyed learning old and new things.
They also made me more confident in filling out
applications and doing a resume. I never

http://boe.jack.k12.wv.us/adulted/html
http://boe.jack.k12.wv.us/adulted/html
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dreamed of doing a cover letter for a resume.
But I feel very professional and it showed my
confidence of my past employment.

But holy cow! When it came time for the math
I just wanted to cry.  I was never good in the
subject and was afraid to apply myself. This had
a lot to do with a teacher in high school who
informed me that I was dumb and would not
amount to anything. And he said a few more
choice things that stuck with me. So I never
bothered to even try. He had won.

When I explained quite verbally how I hated
math, Carolyn just smiled and said I will help
you. Well she did. I have finally found a way
around my faults with math and now have a
confidence to proceed and want to learn more. I
guess you could say I am my own worst enemy
and Carolyn is my guide to put me on the
knowledge of I can do anything path.

So to summarize how I feel about the
SPOKES Program, I feel that it is a great service
to people who are little down on their luck.
When you have people who care and really try
to help you, it really makes you open your eyes
to all the possibilities that are hidden within
yourself. It is a great service to me and a won-
derful confidence builder to my self-image. I
hope that people who do have the honor of
attending these classes come away feeling like I
have when I finally graduate from this class.

I no longer say, “I think I can, I think I can.” I
now have a new attitude and I can say with
great ease, “I know I can, I know I can.” 

From Norman:

The SPOKES class has a great deal to
offer in a short six (6) weeks. As I am
setting in class writing this, I realize
what I have learned and accom-

plished. Until the class began, I was computer
illiterate, and now I have some experience
working with computers while learning also to
type, refresh my math and reading skills, and
finding a better way to upgrade my resume. I
especially liked the interaction with others in the
class during module activities.

One module in particular, “Goal Setting”, has
really helped me a lot, due to the fact, I never set
goals before and went by them. Now I know by
setting goals, I realize my plans could be accom-
plished one-step at a time. I was interested in a

module titled “Stress Management”, another
area I was struggling with, but now I can reduce
my stress by 30%, thanks to two wonderful
teachers, who really cared enough to set down
with the class and teach. It would mean a great
deal to me to see this class lengthened to help
people such as myself to excel and to remember
what once was forgotten.

Again, this is a great program to be in to
learn, communicate, share, and help one an-
other. However, the teachers made it all possible
and worthwhile. At my last week in class, I have
good prospect for a job, thanks to Mrs.
Miihlbach and Mrs. Stephens.

Thanks for this program. 

From Darrell:

When I first came to SPOKES class, I
wasn’t really looking forward to it,
but during the past three weeks I
have learned basic typing and

computer skills and am enjoying the class now.
The instructors make the class really interesting.
They really encourage and help us, plus you
also get to meet other people. I have been using
basic math skills that I hadn’t used for a while
and written a cover letter, resume, and partici-
pated in a mock interview. One of the things I’ve
enjoyed is the computer class. Before this class I
didn’t even know one thing about a computer,
but now I’m learning a lot about Microsoft
Word. This is an excellent program that every-
one would benefit from. 

The authors, students at the SPOKES class at Roane-
Jackson Technical Center.

SPOKES
Continued from page 12

Continued on page 18
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Representatives from five West
Virginia Even Start family literacy
programs attended a training entitled
Research-Based Early Childhood and

Parenting Education Training:  Making Meaningful
Changes in Program Design in Philadelphia, PA on
April 20-21, 2004.

The Even Start family literacy program
(authorized under Title I, Part B, Subpart 3 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965) is designed to break the cycle of poverty
and illiteracy. To do this, Even Start programs
build onto existing high-quality community
resources to provide a unified program of adult
education, parenting education, children’s
education, and interactive parent-child literacy
activities.

Participants included state coordinators and/
or individuals who provide technical assistance

WV Even Start programs attend training session
By Wanda Matt, Even Start technical assistance, WVDE

to local programs, as well as administrators and
lead instructors who are responsible for the
content, instruction, and assessment of early
childhood and parent-child literacy services for
three- to five-year-old children enrolled in Even
Start. WV Even Start programs in attendance
were Doddridge County Even Start (Learning
Enhances and Advances), McDowell County
Even Start (Catholic Community Services),
Monongalia County Even Start, Nicholas
County Even Start (Friend-R-Fun), Wetzel
County Even Start, and WV Department of
Education/Even Start.

Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion and facilitated by RMC Research Corpora-
tion, the April training session provided re-
search-based findings concerning the language
and literacy development of three- to five-year-
old children and its implications for program
design and instruction. Participants worked
together as program teams and examined how
their current planning, instructional strategies,
professional development, and partnerships
with other service providers could be improved
to ensure their early childhood and parent-child
literacy activities were of high quality and
produced the desired achievement results for all
parents and children.

Helen Davies, coordinator of Monongalia
Even Start, stated, “I felt this training was
excellent. The resource notebook is well orga-
nized and includes information that can be used
not only in our pre-school to enhance early
literacy development of young children but can
also be used by my family educators on home
visits to enhance the early literacy component
they deliver. Also, this information will be used
to inform parents of appropriate early literacy
activities they can do with their children as we
encourage them to become better ‘first teachers’
of their children.”

Many WV Even Start programs currently
provide all or part of their pre-school and
parent-literacy activities. Even Start program
participants who attended the training were
provided with not only an overview of research-
based practices to promote children’s literacy
growth and development, but also a framework
to create program plans to increase the quality of
their Even Start services.

“What I took from the training were the
small, yet critical ways that oral language can be
supported during our interactions with students
by making just a few adjustments to our instruc-
tional methods,” commented Sherry Croasmun,
coordinator of Wetzel County Even Start. 

Why I love my SPOKES class
By Melissa M. Williams, student, Raleigh County SPOKES class

When I first found out that I was coming to the SPOKES class,
I assumed that I was just going to learn how to type a resume
and learn something about how to interview. Once I came to the
class, I found out that this class is totally different than what I
expected.  Not only did I learn how to make a more efficient
resume and learn how to interview, I also brushed up on my
math and reading skills.  This has helped me out a great deal not
only in everyday life but also in my college classes. If I had a
question about something for my classes, Mr. Young would do
everything he could to help me to find the right answer and
understand how I came to the right answer.

The SPOKES class has also helped me with my negative
attitude.  One thing that Mr. Young made clear is that you can
always think on the positive side. This has helped me build my
self-esteem back up some and I really feel better about myself.
The other students in the class are wonderful and I am very glad
that I had the chance to meet them. Everyone helps out everyone
and no one person is left out or treated differently. This is a very
important issue for me because if it had not been this way, it
would have made the class very long and boring.

Overall, the SPOKES class is a wonderful class to have been
in. I will really miss the people and the extra learning experi-
ences that I have been involved in over the last few months. I
know that everyone who has Mr. Young’s class will enjoy it and
if they are like me, they will not want to leave the class when
finished.  It has been extremely beneficial to me and I am so glad
that I had the chance to be in the class.

Student writing is the original work of students and has not been edited.
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The Wetzel County Even Start program is based in New
Martinsville, WV and serves all of Wetzel County. The program
is offered through Wetzel County Schools and employs an early
childhood educator, an adult educator, and a coordinator/
counselor. The program is currently in its third year of operation.
Family literacy services are provided during center-based
services at the Wetzel County Center for Children and Families
in New Martinsville and at the Robert C. Byrd Center in Pine
Grove and through home-based services. The program collabo-
rates with the adult basic education program in Wetzel County,
AmeriCorps/West Virginia Reads, the local Starting Points
Center, Parents as Teachers, Head Start, and Early Start.

The following is an essay written by adult education student
Jennifer Price in regards to the Wetzel County Even Start program:

I learn a lot from people, but these people I learn the most. There
great teacher’s and great people in itself. First there Carla who love’s
children, and loves to teach, and she almost always has a smile on her
face. What she wants the most is to be a mother, and I think someday
she will make a child a great mother. She has teached me to get my
hand’s messy, and how to teach my own children how to read, and
many other things.

Second there Sherry who is funny, and love’s children. She has
teached me a lot too she teached me how to deal with overbearing
children, and she has teached me to be a better parent. Her advice realy
means a lot to me.

Third there Jane she’s always smiling and she likes to make people
laugh. She likes to sing and she good at it too. She teaches me a lot she
is helping me get my GED. She makes me want to be a better student,
and be good at what I do.

So in conclusion all these people are great teachers and great people
to be around. Even when my children are too old to come to there
school. I will take everything they have teached me with me in life.

Wetzel County Even Start provides
families a lifetime of learning
By Sherry Croasmun, coordinator of Wetzel County Even Start

Jennifer Price and her family.

How to improve your life
By Lula Norman, Calhoun County ABE student

I encourage anyone to get out and get
your GED. It will make you feel good
about yourself. I know that, even in
your older age, you can still improve

your life. Even your health can improve. You
don’t have to sit at home thinking about your
aches and pains and being alone. Get out and
enjoy your life, work with groups, work to-
gether, and improve your education. After you
have your family raised and they’re all on their
own, say to yourself, “I have done a good job.
Now it’s my time to do what I enjoy most and
what better idea could one have than a good
education?” So again, I say get to work on that
GED. It will make you real happy about yourself
to say, “If anyone else can do it, I can too.” 

Lula Norman is a 65 year-old student in the
Calhoun County Adult Education Program. She is
currently pursuing her GED diploma while working
for the Calhoun County Committee On Aging
“taking care of the old people.” Student writing is
the original work of students and has not been
edited.

(English as a Second Language) student, and
provided math tutoring in the adult education
program at two Head Starts in Cabell County.

As a regional technical assistant, Jean traveled
to Jackson, Cabell, Lincoln, Wayne, Roane,
Jackson, Calhoun, Logan, Boone, Mingo, and
Kanawha Counties to train volunteer tutors. She
has also trained prisoners across the state to
provide literacy tutoring to inmates.

Now, between board meetings, she will be
able to work on her golf game and enjoy time
with her husband Peter. Good luck, Jean! 

Jean Green
Continued from page 2
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My name is Afaf Tamimi. I live in
Parkersburg, West Virginia. I like to cook all
kinds of food. I also like to help people. Who-
ever finds this message, send it back to me to get
a free recipe.

— Afaf Tamimi, Palestine

Hello. My name is Luda. I am from Ukraine
but now I live in the USA in Parkersburg, West
Virginia. I put this letter in the bottle and threw
it in the ocean. It will be so interesting who finds
the bottle and where. Please write me a letter
back and talk about your life.

— Luda Zolotar, Ukraine

Student stories from Wood County Adult Learning Center

Message in a bottle
Contributed by English as a Second Language instructor Melissa Everly

Dear friend:  My name is Leila. I’m 25 years
old. I was born on the 7th day of August in Iran/
Tehran. I am married. Our first wedding anni-
versary in August 7, 2004. I just came to the U.S.
My husband is a chemical engineer. He works
for Dupont. He has been living in the U.S.A.
since 1990. He went to the University of Ken-
tucky. I’m far from my family. I’m homesick. I
miss my family. I would like to go to Iran to visit
my family. I’m only in the city but I can’t go to
Iran because I don’t have a green card. I must
wait for my green card. I’m worried, dear friend.
I don’t know who may receive this letter. I don’t
know if you are a man or woman, but put
yourself in my position and tell me what I can
do. It is better if you call me to speak with me.
We can be good friends together. I give you my
address and telephone number. I will wait for an
answer from you.

— Leila Rezaei, Iran

Hi! My name is Yong Ju Bennett. I’m married
and have a child. I was thinking about different
countries and people. I wrote a letter and stuffed
it into a bottle and threw it into the Ocean. If
someone finds my bottle, please write me a
letter. Tell me how you found it and where you
found it! I want you to be a friend with me.
Please tell me about you and your country. What
is your favorite color? What is your favorite TV
program? Maybe you don’t know what TV is.
Many countries have no electric system. What is
your favorite food? If you write a letter back to
me, It will be wonderful and I will be very
excited to receive your letter. I hope that I can
write a letter to you again. Goodbye.

— Yong Ju Bennett, Korea

Hello, This is Simin Asali. I am from Iran. Iran
is in Asia, but I live in the United States. I am
married, and I have four children. I don’t know
who will get this letter, and where somebody
will find this letter? Which continent, which
country, and which city? How is the climate
where you live? Can you send a letter with a
picture from you and the place you live for me?
I hope I receive a letter from you. If I do I will
send a new letter to you. This is my address . . .

— Simin Asali, Iran 

After reading a story about a message in a bottle, the students were asked to create a letter that they might put in a
bottle and throw into the ocean. Following are the letters from five students in my ESL class.

Ritchie County ABE student
becomes missionary
By Waylon Husk, former adult education student

My name is Waylon Husk. I am a 1999 graduate of the
Ritchie County ABE program. Misty Dawson did an out-
standing job of teaching our class and she was a great help to
me personally. After obtaining my GED, I enrolled at Crown
College of the Bible in Powell, TN. While training at Crown I
had the opportunity to minister to international students at
the University of Tennessee. A valuable lesson that I learned
while I was in college is that education is more about influ-
ence than education. In other words, who you allow to
influence your life is very important. I am grateful that my
professors were God-fearing, Bible-believing men and women.

I graduated from Crown College with honors (cum laude,
Who’s Who among College Students, and the Tom Malone
preacher’s award). To God be the glory! My first job was an
internship as an assistant pastor in Millersburg, MI. Since that
time I have been ordained to the gospel ministry and am
currently preparing to go to China as a missionary and
English teacher.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to all those
involved in the ABE program. You are helping any people
and giving them a second chance at their education. Keep up
the good work.
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On April 21, 2004, Thelma Lang,
Jackson County adult education
coordinator, hosted a professional
development session for instructors

at Ravenswood Middle School. The group
enjoyed the presentation of Steck-Vaughn adult
education products by Mary Helen Ives, sales
representative for Harcourt/Steck Vaughn. As a
former ABE instructor, Ives’ educational insight
and understanding was very beneficial.

Steck-Vaughn, a leader in adult education, is
proud to offer adult basic education (ABE)
programs the best in GED preparation materials,
including the Official GED Practice Test (OPT).
In order to use these materials to best serve our
students, we invited Mary Ives to provide
assistance on many of the products from Steck-
Vaughn and other vendors.

The participants enjoyed the opportunity to
interact with other ABE staff and with regional
coordinator Dianna Flanagan. It was a great time
to plan, share ideas, and enjoy some delicious
refreshments from Cedar Lakes (sponsored by
the regional office).

We began our session with a group discussion
of our individual needs and knowledge. The
discussion led to the demonstration of many
products, especially the technology components.
The participants were able to see the Official
Practice Test (OPT) software and were very
impressed by the prescription summary that it
provides for the students for instruction in

Steck-Vaughn demonstrates products at
professional development session

By Thelma Lang, Jackson County Adult Education Coordinator

needed areas. The 21st Century software was
also demonstrated, and all participants received
demo CDs of the products and a hands-on look
at textbooks and materials from the vendor. 
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From Betty:

I really enjoyed being in this class
because it has really helped to bring
up my self-esteem and it helped me
to set a real goal for my life. I learned

a lot about computers. When I first got here I
didn’t know anything about a computer but now I
can do KeyTrain and Microsoft Word. And I also
used the Typing Tutor to help me build my speed up
and now I can type twenty-nine words a minute.

I can say that I really feel good about myself.
When I first got here I didn’t like to read at all,
but now really don’t mind it. I can manage my
time a lot better now. I learned to understand
stress better after the lesson on Stress Manage-
ment. The SPOKES class helped me to get ready
for a job in a field that I want to be in. If it
weren’t for the two outstanding teachers we
have here, there wouldn’t be a class. They really
helped me by sitting down one on one until you
understood it or until you could get it on your
own. I’m going to miss this class after my six
weeks are up. 

From Lora:

The past three weeks that I have
attended class has been a great
learning experience for me person-
ally. My computer skills have greatly

improved. We have been introduced to many
programs that apply to today’s economy and
work force. Having instructors to help and
encourage the class makes the learning experi-
ence more comfortable and achievable.

Having class modules has taught me to learn
from and share information with the rest of the
class.  At the same time, I built my communica-
tion skills.

I have learned how to write my own cover
letter, resume and learned the importance of a
thank you letter for my future job seeking. A
mock interview has also been conducted which
was a great way for us to learn what would be
expected of us in an actual job interview. This

experience also taught us our weaknesses and
strengths in this area. We are given internet
access, local and surrounding area newspapers
to aid us in our search for employment.

Coming to class has been enjoyable and very
educational for me. Although, I do feel that the
instructors need to have more time with each
class than is currently given. Everything that
needs to be learned is difficult to be taught in a
few short weeks. Having more time in class to
become job ready and even more aware of our
job prospects would prove to be a positive move
forward for this program. 

From Jessica:

SPOKES class is a great class. It has
really helped me in the two weeks
that I have been there. It has taught
me better people skills and school

skills. They teach you how to use a computer
and get into this program called KeyTrain to
help you prepare for the WorkKeys test. I have
enjoyed working on this program. It has helped
me with my math and reading skills. I really
liked working in the math because it has helped
me understand how to read graphs and do
fractions a lot better.  Also math helps you with
decimals and percentages. There is one thing I
do not like about the class and that is I think it
should be longer than the six weeks. For people
like me who have poor TABE scores and are
slow learners, it would give us time to learn and
understand the material a lot better. Like math,
locating skills and reading.

There are two things I like about the SPOKES
class and they are how the teachers will sit
down with you and work with you by yourself
if you don’t understand something and they
make learning a lot of fun. How my fellow
classmates treat each other with respect and help
one another if they have trouble with some of
their work. SPOKES class also has a lot of fun
activities that you do with the class, with a
partner or by yourself. And they also help you
with job applications, thank you letters, re-
sumes, practice job interviews and help with
clothes for job interviews. Thanks to the inspira-
tion of my fellow classmates and my teachers I
have better faith and self-esteem in myself.
Thanks SPOKES class I couldn’t have done it
without your help. 

SPOKES
Continued from page 13

When you have people who care and really try to
help you, it really makes you open your eyes to all
the possibilities that are hidden within yourself.

I can say that I really feel good about myself. I’m
going to miss this class after my six weeks are up.
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There are no strict rules when it
comes to relating to people with
disabilities. However, here are some
helpful hints.

General
Treat people with disabilities with the same

respect and consideration that you give others.
Ask a person with a disability if he/she needs

help before helping.
Talk directly to the person with a disability,

not through the person’s companion.

Visual impairments
Be descriptive for people with visual impair-

ments. Say, “The computer is about three feet to
your left,” rather than, “The computer is over
there.”

Learning disabilities
If asked, read instructions to users with a

specific learning disability.

Mobility impairments
Try sitting or crouching to the approximate

PRT at PRT
Continued from page 1

their children. It also gives their children a goal
to strive for and encourages them to view
teachers and school as a fun place to be! It also
can encourage student attendance; sometimes a
person will go out of his or her way for their
children even if they wouldn’t always do it for
themselves.” Maidens went on to say that her
background in elementary education also
helped to spawn the program.

According to students currently enrolled, PRT
at PRT is a great idea!

“This program allows you to incorporate
your children into your educational life. I like it
a lot because, so far, my kids like the activities,”
said current student Michelle Yielding.

“Our son loves looking at the books,” said
student Rachael Dawson, “I never have time to
take my son to the library, so it’s easy to get
them here and he gets to read more.”

Tammy Lucas, another ABE student agrees.
“This program has enabled me to help my son
and myself! I really like it. It also helps me to

Helpful hints for relating to people with disabilities
height of people in wheelchairs when you
interact.

Speech impairments
Listen carefully. For confirmation, repeat what

you think the person has said. Ask the person
with a speech impairment to repeat the portion of
what was said that you didn’t understand.

Deaf or hard of hearing
Face people with hearing impairments so

they can see your lips. Speak clearly.

Psychological disabilities
Stay calm and provide information in clear,

respectful tones.
Allow opportunities for addressing specific

questions.

These tips are a partial selection from “Equal
Access: Computer Labs”, DO-IT, Box 355670,
University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195-5670.
The entire article may be found by visiting the DO-
IT web site at http://www.washington.edu/doit/
Brochures/Technology/comp.access.html. 

better provide educational activities for my son
when I get out of school.”

As for other classroom activities, the class is
currently selling Avon products to fund a trip
they will take with Ritchie County students to
West Virginia Civil War battlegrounds. The class
has been studying West Virginia History from
the Travel West Virginia material provided by the
state’s Department of Education.  They also had
a guest speaker visit tell them what early
educational opportunities he had as a students
in a one-room school in Bunner’s Ridge, West
Virginia.

“My dad, Gary Ryan, came and made the
one-room school days a clear picture for my
students,” said Maidens. When asked about the
reason she had her own father visit, she an-
swered with a smile, “In my opinion, allowing
my students to see me as a person and not only
a professional will give them more of a bond to
step up and see that they can also succeed.” The
class has future guest speakers planned, as well
as other field trips.

“The thing about this class is,” said student
Clint Apperson, “you never know what to
expect.” 

http://www.washington.edu/doit/Brochures/Technology/comp.access.html
http://www.washington.edu/doit/Brochures/Technology/comp.access.html
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Ware said that the contest “increased their
awareness” about King and his legacy.

The essays were to focus on the meaning of
the Martin Luther King holiday, not just his-
tory,” Eubanks said.

“I think it was a learning experience. I think
they really learned about the man. They had to
put it in their own words, she said. Justice said
that through her essay she was trying to convey
“that he was a great man and helped a lot of
people.”

Whitt said the holiday honoring King
“should be a day of remembrances, peace, and
togetherness.”

“Martin Luther King Jr. Day is a day to honor Dr.
King’s tragedies and his triumphs,” she wrote. “Dr.
King’s dream was for peace, and even though we
still have violence today, I hope that we can come
together on this day to remember and to be at peace
with one another.”  Farley expressed her appreciation
for King’s contributions.

“Some people seem to put people in certain
categories due to their race, their wealth, and
their health — even their looks. But thanks to Dr.
Martin Luther King, the nation has more free-
dom and rights any nation could ever want,”
she said. ”Thank you Dr. King.”

Parks said that he wanted the words of his
essay to emphasize “that Dr. King made a
difference in what he did.”

The 17-year-old is studying at the Academy
of Adult Learning to take the GED test.

He said he is pleased to be recognized in the
competition. “I was excited because that’s what I
want to do, have a career in writing. It was like
someone had finally noticed,” he said. 

King’s dream
Continued from page 3

The happy collector
By Luda Zolotar, Wood County ESL and ABE
student

This story was written by Luda Zolotar, an
English as a Second Language(ESL)  and Adult Basic
Education (ABE) student at the Lakeview Adult
Learning Center, Wood County. Luda is from the
Ukraine and has been in the United States for eight
months. She wrote this story as an assignment in the
regular ABE writing class. The assignment was to
write about something that you collect.

I don’t collect anything, but I know a lady
from my class who collects glass mice. Near our
city we have one interesting place. It is a glass
factory and a glass shop. People here make
many different kinds of things. It is beautiful
lamps, nice bowls, colorful plates and dishes,
and small animals such as mice. Mice are
different colors: red, green, black, blue, and
transparent. People paint them. Mice are so nice.
Yong Ju likes mice. She buys these things.

One day her son finds a living mouse. He is
so small and hungry. Her boy keeps him and
gives him some milk. That day was “mouse
day” for this family because Yong Ju bought a
mouse on this day, and her son found a living
mouse. Now she is a happy collector. Everyday
she takes this mouse to school, and now we
have a new student in our class. She doesn’t give
him a name. We know just the last name. This
new student is Bennett mouse. 

Student writing is the original work of students
and has not been edited.
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