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By Debbie Kimbler, GED administrator

West Virginia remains an interna-
tional leader in General Educational
Development (GED) testing. From the
1988 GED series tests to the transition

of the 2002 series, West Virginia’s GED program
is recognized as one of the best in the country.

Last year marked the final year of administer-
ing the 1988 GED series tests. Since the scores
from that series could not be combined with the
new 2002 series tests, all credentials had to be
earned by passing all five subtests of the 1988
series prior to January 1, 2002. As a result,
candidates flocked to official GED testing
centers in 2001. Nationally, nearly 1,070,000
adults participated in the GED testing program
in 2001. Of these, West Virginia tested 7,244
adults, of which 68.3 percent (or a total of 4,848)
received their GED — a 36.4 percent increase in
the credentials issued by West Virginia.

The increased number may also have re-
flected widespread anticipation that the 2002
series tests would be a more rigorous set of
evaluations. Many jurisdictions found this to be
true. According to preliminary reports from the
international database, with about 160,000 test
scores in for the 2002 (representing roughly two-
thirds of the states), the passing rate nationwide
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West Virginia a leader in GED testing
is holding at about 64 percent. But West
Virginia’s current passing rate for the 2002 series
tests, based on 1,909 scores, is 74 percent, among
the top in the nation.

Joan Auchter, the executive director of
GEDTS, credited West Virginia’s high rate  to an
effective statewide Adult Basic Education (ABE)
staff development initiative focused on pretest
preparation in the classroom and a required
orientation at all GED testing sites.

GED examiners or ABE instructors direct the
pretest preparation, known as GED Orientation.
In West Virginia, they conduct classes to famil-
iarize candidates with scientific calculators,
alternate gridding formats, correct test-taking
techniques, and testing procedures. Some
counties require candidates to take the Official
Practice Test (OPT) before testing. This screening
indicates their probability of passing the GED. It
may also identify areas of academic deficiency,
which are discussed with the candidates. If
appropriate, candidates are referred to ABE or
literacy programs. As a result, GED candidates
are well prepared, confident, and less anxious.
Accordingly, West Virginia’s passing rate on the
2002 GED series is among the top one-third in
the nation. 

United for Independence

conference program ready!

The program for the sixth annual

adult education and family literacy

conference sponsored by the West

Virginia Adult Education Association,

Inc. has been finalized. It’s not too late to

register! See the article on page 19, then

log on to  <www.wvabe.org> and see

what has been planned for you this year!

You won’t want to miss this one!
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r As I think of all that has happened
within the last year, I can’t help but
recall one of my favorite writings by
Mary Englebreit. It is entitled Don’t

Look Back. In case you are not familiar with it, or
even if you are, I would like to share her insight
with you and hope it becomes as meaningful for
you as it has for me.
As you travel through life there are always those
times when decisions just have to be made. . .
When the choices are hard and the solutions seem
scarce. . .
. . .and the rain seems to soak your parade.

There are some situations where all you can do is to
simply let go and move on. . .
. . .gather courage together and choose a direction
that carries you toward a new dawn.
So pack up your troubles and take a step forward —
the process of change can be tough. . .
. . .but think about all the excitement ahead if you can
be stalwart enough!
There could be adventures you never imagined just
waiting around the next bend. . .
. . .and wishes and dreams just about to come true in
ways you can’t yet comprehend!
Perhaps you’ll find friendships that spring from new
interests as you challenge your status quo. . .
. . .and learn there are so many options in life, and so
many ways you can grow!
Perhaps you’ll go places you never expected and see
things that you’ve never seen. . .
. . .or travel to fabulous, faraway worlds and wonder-
ful spots in between!
Perhaps you’ll find warmth and affection and caring
— a “somebody special” who’s there. . .
. . .to help you stay centered and listen with interest
to stories and feelings you share.
Perhaps you’ll find comfort in knowing your friends
are supportive in all that you do. . .
. . . and believe that whatever decisions you make,
they’ll be the right choices for you!
So keep putting one foot in front of the other and
taking your life day by day.
There’s a brighter tomorrow that’s just down the road.
Don’t look back — you’re not going that way!

Letter to the editor
I enjoy receiving the Networks newsletter. In a

few weeks the organizations in your masthead will
need to be changed. You are aware, I’m sure, that
Laubach and Literacy Volunteers have merged. We
are just waiting for the final incorporation papers
from the State of New York. They should come by
the end of August or early September.

Keep up your good work!

Yours, Bob Laubach

Editor’s note: See Bob’s photo in the article “My Trip to
San Diego” within this issue. No official word on
confirmation of this merger had been received at the time
this issue went to print.
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West Virginia has made great
progress in improving its job devel-
opment programs. A new manage-
ment information system (MIS) will

enhance that progress by offering customized
service, universal access, and data accountability.

The Internet-based system was developed
through the Mid-Atlantic Career Consortium
(MACC), which includes Maryland, Pennsylva-
nia, Virginia, and West Virginia. Each state
customizes the system to reflect its programs.

The MIS, which connects different agencies,
also allows job seekers and employers access to
information about each other 24 hours a day.

Customers using the system can create
personal folders, build and update resumes, and
search for jobs. Employers can search for quali-
fied workers, seek training information, and
acquire labor market updates.

David Lieving, director of the Governor’s
Workforce Investment Division, said he believes
the system will be of great interest to adult
education professionals. “The adult education
folks serve our customers,” he said. “The Web-

New system enhances workforce opportunities

based MACC will allow us to link to their adult
education centers.”

The system connects adult job seekers to
training providers, enabling skill development
for career changes, job market re-entry, or those
laid off from traditional coal, steel, or heavy
manufacturing jobs.

All individuals will have access to employ-
ment-related services.

The Governor’s Workforce Investment
Division gives this project top priority. West
Virginians can look forward to using this
innovative system by early next year.

For more information, contact David Lieving
at 558-7024 or <dlieving@wvdo.org>. 

The staff of the West Virginia Department of Educa-
tion were greatly saddened by the sudden loss of
Karen Elaine Stewart Smith on June 10, 2002. Charac-
terized by her optimism and smiling face, Karen
walked softly and cast a beautiful shadow of love over
all who knew her.

She came to the Department of Education in 1997 as
a financial specialist. In 1998, she was promoted to
JTPA specialist and, in 2002, to educational coordinator.
She brought a wealth of knowledge in finance and
contracts to the Department and quickly became astute
in state government procedures.

Karen gave unselfishly of herself to the citizens of
West Virginia. While working full-time and being a
mother of three, Karen completed her master’s degree
and began pursuing her doctoral degree. During the
same busy time, she taught adults in night classes and
developed training modules for classroom instruction.

She devoted countless hours to the Governor’s

Department of Education loses one of its finest
Council on Literacy’s Scholarship Program, working
tirelessly to expand it. In two years, Karen persuaded
seven institutions of higher learning to join the pro-
gram. She constantly strove to inform the public of
higher education opportunities and of the resources
available to help them achieve their goals.

Despite her talents and charisma, Karen never
mentioned her accolades when asked about her highest
accomplishment. Instead, she would beam and say that
she was lucky enough to have “a wonderful husband
and three beautiful and fantastic children.”

It’s telling that Karen was a collector of lighthouses.
She lighted the way for many others to achieve their
goals and see their dreams come true.

With deepest regrets, the Adult Basic Education
family, the Division of Technical and Adult Education
Services, the West Virginia Department of Education
and her many colleagues and friends bid a sad farewell
to a rare and radiant ally.

Here’s “looking” at ABE!

West Virginia’s ABE (Adult Basic
Education) program will soon have a new
look! Watch for more info coming soon!

By Kristina Dunn, design coordinator for the West Virginia Development Office
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The West Virginia Adult Education
Association, Inc. (WVAEA) presented
the 2002 Adult Educator of the Year
award to Shalom Tazewell, director of

the LAMP (Literate Adults Mean Prosperity)
Program, located at the Summers County
Library in Hinton.

Shalom began her association with adult
education in West Virginia as a volunteer
Laubach tutor for LAMP, and became its direc-
tor in 1998. She quickly demonstrated her ability
to perform both teaching/tutoring and coordi-
nation activities, so she was asked to assume the
position of Regional Technical Assistant (RITA)
for the 12 counties in RESA I and IV in addition
to her responsibilities at LAMP.

Since then, Shalom has helped to establish
more than 20 Laubach Literacy Councils in and
about her region. She has provided training for
new and existing tutors within the councils. She
has devoted numerous weekends for these
trainings and has specialized in training inmates
in correctional facilities to tutor other inmates.

As an instructor/tutor, Shalom has started
several classes at the library and works with a
range of student abilities from basic literacy to
GED preparation. Students who can’t meet at
regular class time and/or those who require
individual attention are directly tutored by
Shalom or another tutor. This other tutor is often
her husband, “Taze.” He is well known by her
students, and has developed games and hands-

WVAEA honors this year’s top teacher
By Sandy Taylor, WVAEA, Inc. contributing editor

on activities to increase students’ math skills.
Shalom goes the extra mile for students,

providing transportation to and from classes and
taking them on field trips. In every issue of
Networks, Shalom submits an article sharing the
latest activities of the LAMP program. She has
secured grants from the Literacy Foundation to
publish a student cookbook and to make out-of-
state field trips to Monticello and Washington,
DC (see the article in this issue entitled “LAMP
Students Enjoy Washington, DC”).

She has devoted countless hours to BOLT
(Building Opportunities for Learning Together),
the student affiliate of the West Virginia Adult
Education Association, Inc., transporting stu-
dents and sharing her expertise at the forums.

Some of her students worked at a Chinese
restaurant in Hinton, where Shalom offered ESL
(English as a Second Language) tutoring. When
the restaurant closed, Shalom followed her
students to Beckley, starting an ESL class there
that served more than 30 students representing
nearly 10 different languages. She has created a
recruitment poster in seven different languages
and has received an English Literacy and Civics
mini-grant to provide citizenship training and
increase community involvement. Several of
these students have recently been granted
United States citizenship (see the article in this
issue entitled “You’re Never Too Old”). She and
her ESL students have made multi-cultural
presentations to students in Raleigh County.

When John Golden of the Verizon Foundation
wanted to provide technology advancements to
literacy programs, Shalom bought, field tested,
and evaluated the software that has been
awarded to both Laubach and Literacy Volunteer
programs across the state.

She acted as liaison with Mission West
Virginia to provide computers to many pro-
grams across the state. An active partner in the
Adult Lifelong Learning Taskforce (ALL), she is
helping to secure cooperation among Adult
Basic Education (ABE), WV Laubach Literacy,
and Literacy Volunteers-WV. She is currently
delivering the newest core training for ABE
teachers and literacy tutors, Literacy 100: Intro-
duction to Beginning Literacy Instruction.

In all of these positions, all of Shalom’s
students and peers absolutely love her. As an
administrator, tutor, or teacher, she is as good as
they come! 

Summers County library director Myra Ziegler, Shalom Tazewell,
“Taze,” and WVAEA president Kathy Hollingsworth.
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Former GED administrator
receives international award

On July 11, the Distinguished Service Award issued by the
GED Testing Service (GECTS) and the American Council on
Education (ACE), was presented to Pam Abston, former state
GED administrator, at the international GED conference in
Boston.

In her remarks preceding the award, Joan Auchter, the
executive director of GEDTS, credited Abston with the develop-
ment and implementation of a Peer Trainer/Mentor system that
is a national model, and praised Abston’s development of a
GED examiners’ training/procedural manual that has been
replicated in many other jurisdictions. She said Abston had
brought the West Virginia GED program to the international
forefront and noted that it was recognized as one of the best in
the United States.

Abston is currently the coordinator of academic programs in
juvenile institutions for the WV Department of Education.

The award is presented each year at the annual conference to
one or two GED administrators who, in Auchter’s words, “have
gone above and beyond the call of duty,” and developed
groundbreaking procedures in their respective jurisdictions.

Frank Shay, Massachusetts GED administrator, also received
a Distinguished Service Award this year for his accomplish-
ments in securing scholarships for GED recipients from orga-
nized labor unions.

RESA II offers adult life/employment
preparation classes called the Excel
System. Its basis is to provide motiva-
tion and direction in promoting self-

sufficiency and improving a spectrum of skills.
The classes are sponsored by the Region 2

Workforce Investment Board in association with
the WV Department of Health and Human
Resources (DHHR) and WV Bureau of Employ-
ment Programs. Piloted in July 2002 in Cabell
County, the Excel System will begin this fall in
these other counties: Wayne, Logan, Boone,
Putnam, Lincoln and Mingo.

Regional DHHR and WORK4WV career
centers provide referrals and many support
services. Classes, available on an open entry
basis and offering 210 hours of instruction, are
held at Region 2 WORK4WV satellite centers.
Job placement services are provided contractu-
ally through Southern WV Community and
Technical College. Established to attend to the

Region 2 Excel System: Focus on motivation
needs of adult TANF (Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families) and WIA (Workforce Invest-
ment Act) eligible individuals, the Excel System
is available to anyone seeking to upgrade skills.

Kimberly Trammell of RESA II developed the
Excel System as a prerequisite tool to establish-
ing employment and/or training. It offers
individuals the opportunity to develop skills
that will lead to keeping a job and meeting
personal expectations and goals.

Built upon a foundation of educational,
employment, and life  components, the system
uses a variety of curricula and assessments,
including: WorkKeys, WIN, survival skills, Read
Right, seminars, Money Smart, computer skills,
and others. Areas covered include economic
skills, resume writing, self-esteem, nutrition,
workplace diversity, interviewing, money/time
management, appearance, and communication.

Continued on page 18

Fundraising ideas
shared
By Judy Bowling, LVA-WV Regional technical
assistance coordinator

Harrison County Literacy Volunteers
of America (LVHC) teamed up with
West Virginia Junior College in
Bridgeport to host a car show on July

21. More 50 cars were displayed. Other activities
included entertainment, a 50/50 raffle, and lots
of food. Harrison County coordinator Amy
Quinn and other LVHC volunteers braved the
95-degree heat (with no shade!) to sell water and
soda and to talk to people about LVA services.
WV Junior College will present the Harrison
County LVA affiliate with a check for $1,000 at
their next board meeting.

Monongalia County and Preston County
Literacy Volunteers have found a new way to
bring in extra money. Mylan Pharmaceutical
Company contracts a Pittsburgh-based com-
pany, The Fun Factory, to coordinate their annual
picnic. The Fun Factory uses volunteers from
local non-profit agencies to work the picnic. The
LVA affiliates will receive a donation equal to

Continued on page 18
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By Dr. Maria Rose

Governor Bob Wise, the Governor’s
Council on Literacy, and the West
Virginia Literacy Foundation held the
annual Salute to Lifelong Learning

ceremony July 19 at the state’s Cultural Center.
The ceremony recognized scholarship and
literacy grant recipients. John Golden, the
council’s chair, presided, and Kay Goodwin,
cabinet secretary of the Department of Educa-
tion and the Arts, made opening remarks and
presented the awards. The ceremony was
dedicated to Karen Smith, who worked with
scholarship recipients.

Scholarships were presented to:
Misty Horn, Tom C. Chafin Memorial Scholar-
ship. She is a resident of Iaeger and is studying
legal assisting at Bluefield State College.
June Gravely, III, Hazel Marie Issac Chafin
Honorary Scholarship. He plans to attend
Bluefield State College and major in nursing.
Mary Barker, Bluefield State College Scholar-
ship. She plans to major in Humanities.
Kennis Kellar, Fairmont State College Scholar-
ship. He plans to study Manufacturing
Engineering Technology.
Robert Miller, Fairmont State College Scholar-
ship. He will be studying Computer Science.
Jonathan Jones, Glenville State College
Scholarship. He is a resident of Camden on
Gauley and will study Criminal Justice.
Angela Wiblen, Marshall University Founda-
tion Scholarship. She plans to study Nursing.
Jennifer Wilson, Marshall University Founda-
tion Scholarship. She plans to continue her
studies in Management Technology.
Garth Allen, Shepherd College Scholarship.
He resides in Charles Town and will continue
his studies in Computer Science at Shepherd.
Michael Murphy, Southern West Virginia
Community College Scholarship. She plans to
study Journalism.
Katherine Jackson, University of Charleston
Scholarship. She is continuing her studies in
art administration at the University of
Charleston.
Mary Becker, West Virginia University
Loyalty Permanent Endowment Fund Schol-
arship. Mary is a resident of Fairmont.
Artie Bray, West Virginia University Loyalty

Governor’s Council on Literacy presents student
scholarships and agency grant awards

Permanent Endowment Fund Scholarship. He
is a resident of Morgantown and will continue
his studies in Sociology/Social Inequality.
Robert Redman, West Virginia University
Loyalty Permanent Endowment Fund Schol-
arship. He is a resident of Keyser and plans to
study Business.
Ellen Ross, West Virginia University Loyalty
Permanent Endowment Fund Scholarship. She
has a double major in Music and Dental Hygiene.
Kimberly Warnick, West Virginia University
at Parkersburg Scholarship. She lives in Belmont
and will be pursuing a nursing degree.
Eileen Fabian, West Virginia Northern Commu-
nity and Technical College Scholarship. She lives
in Colliers and plans to study Human Service.
Sheryl Harmon, West Virginia State College
Scholarship. She resides in South Charleston
and plans to study Nursing.
Beverly Sparks, West Virginia Literacy
Foundation Scholarship. She is a resident of
Grafton and plans to attend Alderson
Broaddus College and study to be a
physician’s assistant.
Paula McDonald, West Virginia Literacy
Foundation Scholarship. She is from Inwood
and has not declared a major at this time.
Kate Jewell, West Virginia Literacy Founda-
tion Scholarship. She plans to attend West
Virginia University at Parkersburg and study
nursing.

Literacy Grants were awarded to:
Big Creek People in A Big Creek People in
Action - McDowell County: This grant will
provide in-home and in-school family literacy
services to 125 parents and 90 of their first to
third grade children who are at least 12
months behind their peers.
Catholic Community Service – McDowell
County: The CCS seeks to enable 25% of
McDowell County’s WV Works clients, low-
income mothers, and under-educated women
to get the essential training and support to get a
job and succeed in the workforce. Four work-
shops and follow-up referrals will be provided.
DAYMARK, Inc.: New Connections, an
educational program provided through this
organization, provides GED preparation, life
skills, job skills, and support groups for
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Continued on page 19

young people in the Kanawha Valley. Grant
funds will be used to assist at-risk youth in
obtaining GEDs.
Eastern Allegheny Council for Human
Service (EACHS) – Grant County: A Parent
Lending/Resource Library at nine Head Start
Sites in Grant, Hardy, Hampshire, and
Pendleton Counties will be established.
First Circuit Day Report Center – Ohio and
Hancock Counties: This program, a non-
residential restorative justice program, will
provide clients with a multi-sensory approach
to enhancing their education and literacy
levels. It will prepare them to advance to their
next education level.
Forest Woods Media Productions: This grant
will fund the production of 70 copies of a
motivational CD, “This is Our Story,” about
12 students who have recently learned to
read. The CDs will be distributed to deans at
college and universities.
Hamlin-Lincoln County Public Library: This
volunteer literacy program is supported by
and housed at the Hamlin-Lincoln County
Public Library, with tutoring sites around the
county. The grant will supplement the salary
of the literacy coordinator, who will assess
and match adult learners with appropriate
volunteer tutors.
LAMP-Summers County Public Library: The
goal of this project is to increase the reading,
writing, and math skills of its participants
and to promote community involvement.
Students will produce, publish, and distribute
a quarterly community newspaper.
Literacy Volunteers of the Eastern Pan-
handle: This project will help to continue and
expand the Hispanic Family Literacy pro-
gram, which provides free and confidential
literacy services to adults who want to improve
low-level reading skills and/or learn English as
a Second Language. Childcare is provided.
LVA – Harrison County: This grant funds work
with the Clarksburg Mission, which provides
food, shelter, clothing, and personal supplies to
Harrison County families at or below poverty
level. The goal is to help clients increase their
reading and writing skills.
Literacy Volunteers of Marion County: The
project goal is to increase skills in reading,
writing, spelling, grammar, English as a
Second Language, and computer literacy by
using of a variety of software in a directed
computer laboratory. A skilled assistant will
guide learners in operating the computer.
Literacy Volunteers of Monongalia County:
The project will focus on the oral communica-

tion needs of the ESL student. Programs
include the ESL Adult Basic Education
program, evening programs at the elementary
school, “Women Across Cultures” program,
and Head Start programs for ESL parents.
Literacy Volunteers – Preston County: This
project seeks to provide literacy training for
adult learners using computers. Objectives
include hiring a computer lab operator to
provide direct assistance to adult learners and
volunteers tutors.
Literacy Volunteers of America – Upshur
County: The project will provide a variety of
instructional materials for tutors to use for the
students. The primary goal is to establish a
collection of books which students can check
out or use at the library located in the LVA-
Upshur County facility.
Monroe County Public Libraries Literacy:
The project will help parents develop strate-
gies to meet their literacy needs as a neces-
sary step toward self-sufficiency through a
series of workshops about the five dimen-
sions of reading.
Northern Panhandle Head Start, Inc. – Ohio
County: The project will maintain a partner-
ship between Ohio County Schools and
Northern Panhandle Head Start to implement
a Family Literacy Center at Madison Elemen-
tary School in Wheeling.
Raleigh County Board of Education: The
Even Start family literacy program goal is to
increase the quality, quantity, and variety of
literacy materials available to families in the
program.
Roane County Library Program: This project
will address the literacy level of adults by
working with parents who may need tutor-
ing, but will also help them improve their
children’s reading habits. The program will
have a two-prong approach — adults and
families.
Rural Options for Services and Education,
Inc. (ROSE): Through the Maternal Infant
Health Outreach Worker Project (MIHOW),
ROSE works individually with low-income
families to give their children a healthy start
in life. Literacy services are provided in the
family’s home until there is no longer a need.
Services provided may also include referral to
outside literacy agencies..
Tri-State Literacy Council: This volunteer
literacy organization serves Cabell and
Wayne Counties. The grant will expand the
Basic Reading class into two classes. Volun-
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This year, mindful of the many
privileges that come from living in
the USA, Literacy Volunteers of
America – West Virginia (LVA-WV)

chose the theme Freedom to Achieve for its annual
conference, which took place in June at John
XXIII Pastoral Center in Charleston.

When we think of our freedoms, we usually
mean freedom of speech, freedom of religion,
political freedom, etc. But the freedom to
achieve is perhaps the greatest of all. Webster’s
Dictionary defines freedom as “the state of being
free of constraints” and achieve as “to accomplish
or attain by work or effort.” The freedom to
achieve is at the core of Literacy Volunteers and
all adult basic education. We have the right to
get an education and to follow our personal
goals and dreams. Ours is a new age — an age
where life-long learning is valued. Adequate
skills give us the freedom to triumph and to
enjoy the fruits of our success.

We at LVA-WV are proud of all our students
and pleased with their enthusiasm and achieve-
ments. As part of the conference’s closing
luncheon program, every student received a
Certificate of Attendance, and each affiliate was
presented with a Certificate of Achievement. In
addition, an independent judging team read
each affiliate’s nomination for Basic Literacy
Student, English as a Second Language (ESL)
Student, Student/Tutor Team, and Volunteer of
the Year. They selected one from each category
to receive a Certificate of Excellence and a $100
award from the Blaufarb Scholarship Fund.

LVA-WV recognizes achievements
By Paulla Smith, LVA-WV administrative assistant

Hope and Russell, a married couple from
Literacy Volunteers of the Eastern Panhandle
(LVEP), were selected as Basic Literacy Students
of the Year. They are the parents of three young
children. They are participants, with near perfect
attendance, in a program developed last fall by
LVEP through Head Start. Both have improved
their literacy and life skills and have made
substantial progress toward earning their GED.
They are inspiring role models as spouses,
parents, and adult learners.

Lianzi, ESL Student of the Year, is a native of
China. She married an American and moved to
West Virginia in 2000. Unable to speak English,
she joined LVA in January 2001. Lianzi moved
rapidly through her student workbooks and
began reading low-level library books. Today
she reads at a fourth-grade level and uses a
computer. Lianzi was a hairdresser in China; her
goal is to return to her profession and to own
her own shop in America.

Adult learner Kim and her tutor Cheryl
Turner of Upshur County were selected as
Student/Tutor Team of the Year. Kim has come a
long way since joining LVA, and Cheryl has been
with her every step. Kim reads to her children and
helps them with their homework, and has discov-
ered that she is able to read for pleasure. She has
gained so much self-confidence that she was able
to tell her story at the affiliate’s annual dinner this
year, and recently applied for a job for the first
time in her life. She hopes to be ready to work on
pre-GED books this fall.

Ellen Hrabovsky of Monongalia County

Far left: Hope and Russell,
students from the Eastern
Panhandle, enjoyed their first
visit to Charleston, where they
were recognized at LVA-WV’s
annual conference, Freedom to
Achieve, as Basic Literacy
Students of the Year.
Left: Keynote speaker Sheri
Hanshaw energized the
conference attendees with her
address and with her rendition of
“I Hope You Dance.”
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Literacy Volunteers (MCLV) was recognized as
Volunteer of the Year for her dedication, hours
of service, and many contributions to Literacy
Volunteers. She recently became a member of
MCLV’s 1,000 Hour Club, a special award given
to volunteers who have given a minimum of
1,000 hours of service. Ellen serves on the
affiliate’s board of directors and also tutors two
students, both of whom have made great
progress in literacy and life skills.

These achievers were honored at the awards
banquet. Keynote speaker Sheri Hanshaw, MA,
LCSW, presented a motivational message and, at
the conclusion, accompanying herself on the
guitar, inspired us with her rendition of the song
“Dance,” popularized by Lee Ann Womack.
Hanshaw is coordinator of the Life-Balance &
Self-Care Program at the Center for Alternative
Medicine in Hurricane, WV and is a trained
Satir Systems psychotherapist, trainer, and
facilitator.

The workshops offered at this year’s confer-
ence were interesting, informative, sometimes
entertaining, and always well received. Among
them were Phonics Intervention, Board Roles
and Responsibilities, Marketing and Public
Relations, Learning Difficulties, English as a
Second Language, and aspects of Family Lit-
eracy. Several of the students skipped the special
student workshops and instead attended other
classes, demonstrating the success of our
students, our tutors, and the LVA program.

We thank the many people and organizations

that contributed to the success of this year’s
conference: The Claude Worthington Benedum
Foundation, Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream and Valley
Rich, The State of West Virginia Governor’s
Office, the WV Legislative Reference and
Information Center, the WV Secretary of State’s
Office, the WV Division of Natural Resources,
and the John XXIII Pastoral Center and Staff. We
thank our speakers: John Finlayson and John
Berry of BB&T: John Golden of Verizon: Chris

Wood of
Mission West
Virginia; and
Sheri
Hanshaw.
Thanks also
to presenters:
Marilyn
Donnellan,
assisted by
Trina Bartlett;
Becky
Kimmons;
Tammy
Moore,
assisted by
Debra Holly;
Dr. Dara Gay
Shaw; Judy
Bowling;

Donna Curran; Linda Feola;, and Therese Hess.
We especially thank our students, tutors, volun-
teers, board members, and the LVA-WV staff. 

LVA Tygart affiliate tutor Kathy
Timmons sets a good example during a
moment of free time.

Distribution continues of personal
computers for literacy students of
both LVA-WV and WVLL. More than
75 computers have been delivered to

student’s homes. The acquisition of literacy and
computer skills will greatly enhance the quality
of life for these learners.

Mission West Virginia has a large stockpile of
computers that cannot  benefit students if they
remain in our Huntington warehouse. Local
drop-off sites for computers have been estab-
lished throughout the state. Each tutor of a
literacy student is urged to fill out a very brief
application on behalf of his or her student.
Applications are available through your respec-
tive literacy organizations.

Computers will arrive equipped with either

Mission West Virginia computers for literacy
By Rev. Chris A. Wood, executive director of Mission West Virginia, Inc.

Microsoft Windows 98 or Windows ME. In
addition, they are equipped with Microsoft
Works, which has a word processor and spread-
sheet program. All computers have a modem
and are Internet-ready. The responsibility for
acquiring an Internet service provider resides
with the student. However, we have supplied
LVA-WV and WVLL with a list of free and low-
cost providers.

Mission West Virginia’s Computers for
Literacy Students initiative is funded through
the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation
with additional support from the Rotary Clubs
of West Virginia.

Any questions concerning the program may
be directed to Mission West Virginia at
<mwv@missionwv.org> or 304-523-2255. 
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Thanks to my involvement in the
adult education programs provided
in WV, I’ve spent this summer doing
many of the things I most enjoy:

going to state parks, seeing old friends, meeting
some outstanding new friends, and encouraging
people to participate in the adult education/
literacy programs and the student organization,
BOLT.

I’ve really enjoyed having the time to do all
this. For those who are close to retirement, this
summer has been pretty much what most of us
day-dreamed about during our working years.

Since participating in the two regional forums
held this spring, I’ve attended two graduations,
two regional picnics, and a literacy training
session. I’ve had a great time, met some wonder-
ful people, and learned a lot about the determi-
nation shown by adult students who want to
continue their education.

The graduations, in Marion and Barbour
Counties, were very nice ceremonies for large
classes. I was invited to speak at both and to
distribute informational materials about BOLT
and its scholarship program. I really appreciate
the opportunity offered by Marion County
Adult Education Center and Barbour County
Vo-Tech.

Our latest scholarship award went to a young
Marion County woman who graduated this
year, is very enthusiastic about BOLT, and wants
to attend all forums and conferences while

BOLT takes no time off this summer
By Martha Reitter, BOLT recorder and contributing editor

attending college.
One of the Barbour County students achieved

the highest score in WV on the GED test. All the
graduating students can display their diplomas
with pride. Graduates received a gift donated by
local businesses, a flower, and a Rising Star pin

presented by the RESA VII adult
education coordinator, Tom Dulaney.

About 15 people attended the
Barbour County picnic, including
teachers, staff, and guests. This

wonderful family gathering was held at the
Barbour County Vo-Tech Center. Debbie O’Brien
provided the best macaroni salad anyone ever
tasted and was kept busy giving the recipe to
everyone there. There also was a lot of other
great food and a beautiful cake.

Prizes were awarded to students through a
drawing. Debbie and I had a chance to speak to
the group about the benefits of BOLT member-
ship and the BOLT scholarship. Four students
will be applying for the scholarship.

The Wood County picnic, held in a large
shelter near the playground at Parkersburg City
Park, was arranged by Ron and Brenda
Hickman. There was lots of space, food and
enjoyment. I encourage everyone who receives
an invitation to attend next year’s picnics.

Several businesses in the area donated food,
soda, and desserts. Brenda made deviled eggs

By Susie Huggins, director of Literacy Volunteers of
America, Monongalia and Preston Counties.

Four years ago Monongalia County LVA was
looking for simple ways to raise money. Alan Collins,
chair of the board of directors fundraising committee,
suggested the idea of the Santa letter. A $3.00 donation
per letter was requested. The event made about $800
the first year.

Last year the suggested donation was $5.00 (paid in
advance). The net profit was approximately $1,000.
Donations vary; sometimes we receive more than the
requested amount, sometimes less. Four or five people

can handle this job, spending a total of about 40 hours.
Orders for the letters are taken in several ways.

One-to-one contact, local newspapers, and Public
Broadcasting Service (PBS) television and radio
stations are used. We also network with agencies that
serve children and families, such as Head Start,
hospitals, etc. The letters are printed on holiday
stationary, each personalized with the child’s first
name and a handwritten signature from “Santa.”

Then the letters are prepared for mailing. (You must
have a minimum of 200 letters to use bulk mail. Check
with your post office and/or a local mailing service for
details. Either way you save money by using bulk
mail.)  Orders must be received by December 1 and are
mailed by the middle of the month.

For more information on this project call 296-3400.

Santa letter fundraiser

Continued on page 18
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With a grant from the West Virginia
Literacy Foundation, Shalom
Tazewell took four of her students on
an all-expense paid trip to Washing-

ton, DC from June 7-9. Those attending the trip
were Kathy Grimmett, Denice Townsend,
Loretta Adkins, and Bobby Andrews.

On our way to D.C., we stopped at the Luray
Caverns which was beautiful. We saw where the
water dripped and formed stalactites and
stalagmites inside the cave. The guide played
the organ for us which echoed all through the
caverns.  In 1821, they found an 18 year old
girl’s skeleton in the Caverns which they sent to
a museum. It was very interesting.

On our first evening in D.C., we visited the
Washington Monument, the Vietnam War
Memorial, and the Lincoln Memorial. The
Lincoln was everybody’s favorite.  There was a
concert so we listened to music for awhile.  We
also walked around the White House where the
President lives.

We stayed at the Comfort Inn. The rooms we
were in was very nice and clean.  We ate at
different restaurants. One night, we had seafood
and we also went to a Mexican restaurant. We
also had a chance to go to several big shopping
malls.

The next day we took the subway to the
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. It was
a very nice ride although it was very crowded.
At the museum, we saw a lot of interesting
things. Skeletons of prehistoric animals, and
dinosaurs, including T-Rex, and the Hope
Diamond which brings bad luck to people who
own it. The museum is not far from the Capitol
so we all took pictures of it. When we went back
to the hotel, we went swimming in the motel
pool and played out in the sun.

On the third day, we went to the zoo. We saw
a bat cave and watched them eat watermelon
and cantaloupe. We saw bears, giraffes, beavers,
ducks playing in the water, great big alligators,
baboons, lions and tigers, wolves, and huge
snakes and lizards. We even saw a mama
elephant and her baby playing. The mama
elephant threw sand all over herself. While we
were at the zoo, we went to several shops and
bought souvenirs. We didn’t leave the zoo until

LAMP students enjoy Washington, DC
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By Kathy Grimmett, Denice Townsend, Loretta Adkins and Bobby Andrews, students with Literate Adults
Mean Prosperity (LAMP) a West Virginia Laubach Literacy Program in Summers County

3:15 p.m. and we were all very tired, but it was
time to go home.

We stopped several times to stretch our legs
and to see the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia.

We all enjoyed the trip very much! 

Bobby Andrews, Loretta Adkins, Denice Townsend,
and Kathy Grimmett at the elephant yard in the
National Zoo.

Student writing is the original work of students and has not been edited.

ConXtions on the web!
For a listing of adult basic education/literacy

programs and staff throughout West Virginia
including correctional facilities, go to
<www.wvliteracy.org> and click on Public Out-
reach. You will find this information under
ConXtions. In case you didn’t receive a hard copy,
the Victories publication which highlights outstand-
ing programs and individuals is also available at
this site. Check it out as well!

ConXtions is also available on the WV adult basic
education webpage at <www.wvabe.org>. If you
would like a copy on a CD digicard, call the Adult
Education Hotline at 1-800-642-2670, and one will
be sent to you.
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My name is Richard T. Jenkins.  I was
chosen to attend the First Joint
National Conference of Laubach
Literacy and Literacy Volunteers of

America, Inc. May 29 through June 1, 2002 in
San Diego, CA as a student representative for
the Tri-State Literacy Council in Huntington,
WV.

I was able to attend a pre-conference work-
shop called “Leadership Training for Students”.
I worked closely with students from other parts
of the country to develop ideas on how to
present the program to others and help students
now in the program.  I was impressed with
those who were in this workshop because they
all had good ideas and skills.  The individuals
who led the workshop could relate to students
and had a great deal of knowledge to present to
the students.

I attended other workshops including an
“Open Mike” forum for students where we
shared our experiences and ideas, and a Student
Advisory Group Task Force for ProLiteracy
Worldwide where we discussed the newly
merged organizations.

During breakfast on Friday they presented a
play called “The Best Mistake” about a teenager
who discovered her accomplished father could
barely read.  All the students were recognized
and we received a Conference 2002 pin.
 I saw old friends and made new friends.  We all
shared our feelings, ideas and learned from each

My trip to San Diego
By: Richard Jenkins, a student with the Tri-State Literacy Council, a West Virginia Laubach Literacy pro-
gram in Cabell County

other.  One of the highlights for me was when I
was introduced to and shook hands with Dr.
Bob Laubach, the son of the gentleman who
created the Laubach Literacy program.

Going from the east coast to the west coast on
my first airplane trip, and overcoming my fear
of flying was like learning to read, it opened a
new world.  Being able to read gave me the skill
to go through the airports as well as get around
in a strange city. 

Above: The WV Laubach Literacy delegation at the
first Joint Conference in San Diego, with Dr. Robert
Laubach and Ruth Colvin.
Below, left: Richard and Gail Jenkins in San Diego.

His words…
By Steven, Mid-Ohio Valley (Parkersburg)
LVA-WV student

I have really learned a lot from my tutor.  I have
learned how to pronounce the vowels and the conso-
nants of words.  I enjoy doing it.  I like learning from
my tutor.  I feel more confident than I was.  Words
are easier to pronounce.  I am able to communicate
better with my family and my tutor.  I don’t have to
ask them what words are as often.  It makes me feel
good.  I like using the Wilson program.  The material
they have to work with is interesting and good.  I feel
great about Literacy Volunteers of America.



NETWORKS 13

Never too old: A special section honoring senior achievers

Sixty-three years ago, Mildred
Baldwin dropped out of school to
care for her ailing mother. On Friday,
June 7, she walked through gradua-

tion to collect her high school diploma.
“I got to thinking about my age and thought

it’s now or never,” she said of her decision to
return to school. “I didn’t know if I had the
learning ability.”

Baldwin, who will be 78 on November 27,
spoke at the ceremony as valedictorian of this
year’s Kanawha County External Diploma
Program. The program, for adults 25 and over, is
administered through the RESA III Adult Basic
Education Program in Dunbar. It is affiliated
with Center for Adult Literacy and Education
Credentials of the American Council on Education.

“They get a high school diploma issued by
the Kanawha County Board of Education,” said
Benda Helmick, adviser for the local program.
“Mildred is a wonderful person.”

That is the same as valedictorian for the class
of 12 graduates, Helmick said. The ceremony
also included about 100 graduates of area adult
education programs, including those receiving
General Equivalency and West Virginia Veterans
Recognition diplomas.

“She has earned a high school diploma by the
standards of Kanawha County Schools,” said
Marsha Washington, lead assessor for the
Kanawha County External Diploma Program.
“She is the oldest to complete our program.
We’ve searched nationwide and have heard of
none older.”

To earn the diploma participants must
demonstrate competency in a wide variety of
areas from research, reading and critical think-
ing to problem solving, computation, and
speech writing. The program includes life, work,
and academic skills.

Baldwin was one of 15 children born to
Martha and Jahue Cummings. They lived in a
four-room house on Sugar Creek near Charles-
ton. Several of the older children were grown by
the time the younger ones came along. Her
mother was a homemaker and her father
worked at the old Kelly Ax factory in Charles-

At 77, she’s ready to graduate
This article by Charlotte Ferrell Smith has been reprinted in part with permission from the June 6, 2002 edition of the
Charleston Daily Mail.

ton. He used a team of horses to help build the
factory in 1904. He later got a job at the plant
grinding axes and was paid for each one.

“I was 13 or 14 when my mother had a bad
miscarriage,” Baldwin said. “I was the oldest
daughter and took care of the smaller ones until
she could get back on her feet.”

It was several months before her mother was
stronger. But then she could have returned to
school at Woodrow Wilson Junior High.

“My friends were a whole grade ahead of
me,” she said. “I was embarrassed. When you’re
that age, you let things bother you. I got a job at
Thaxton’s Drug Store on the West Side of
Charleston making $7 a week. I gave $5 to my
mother to help with household expenses.”

That’s when she met a young man who
regularly stopped for ice cream cones. She was
17 when they married. On July 24, Bob and
Mildred Baldwin celebrated their 59th wedding
anniversary. The Baldwins, who live on
Charleston’s West Side, now have three children,
10 grandchildren, and 10 great-grandchildren.

Over the years she has taken a variety of
classes ranging from home economics and
upholstery to painting and cake decorating. She
also worked at area department stores making
drapes or doing alterations, and even did some
classified work in federal communication for the

Mildred with her daughter Sandra and husband Bob.

Continued on page 20
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A 79-year-old Weirton resident got
her chance to walk to “Pomp and
Circumstance” when she obtained
her General Equivalency Diploma

after leaving school more than 64 years ago.
“I had a big family, and I had to quit school to

go to work and help take care of them,” Pearl
Daugherty said. “I had seven sisters and two
brothers.”

Daugherty was one of two GED graduates
honored at the second annual GED graduation
and celebration of the Literacy and Lifelong
Learning Program of the Mary H. Weir Library.

Program coordinator Pamela Makricosta said
Daugherty exemplified the program’s goals.
“Pearl is a perfect example of life-long learning,”
Makricosta said.

Daugherty, who will turn 80 in November,
said her grandchildren inspired her. “After 65
years, I decided to go back and get my diploma
to keep up with my grandkids,” Daugherty said.
“Last August, I started going down to the
library once a week. Then I started going to the
Rockefeller [Career] Center twice a week.”

Daugherty said she had no problem with
reading, spelling, or basic math. “I don’t use
calculators or computers. I can do it faster in my
head. But I have trouble with the algebra. I had to
go back and take the math section of the test twice.”

Also honored for receiving her GED was
Lorie Rowand of Newell. Rowand said she

Weirton grandmother gets diploma 64 years late
dropped out of school to raise her son. However,
she now plans a lifetime of learning for herself.

“I have been to secretarial school and model-
ing,” Rowand said. “I want to go back and study
for FBI detective work. There is so much I want
to do. I will be old and gray before I am done.”

David Shreves of Weirton credited the literacy
program with helping him pass his commercial
driver’s license test. Shreves has recently passed
the first part of the test, earning the learner’s
permit.

“The test is very difficult,” Shreves said. “The
literacy program has helped so many people. It
helps you understand the bigger words people
use. I don’t know why they use them, but
thanks to this literacy program, you can under-
stand them.”

Nirmal Jit Kaur, a native of India who has
lived in Weirton for seven years, said the literacy
program helped her prepare for her citizenship
test. “It is a very good program,” Kaur said. “I
had a little problem with my English. Pam set
up a conversational English program for me.”

The evening’s program, Makricosta noted,
recognized both the efforts of the staff and the
successes of their students. The celebration is
sponsored by the Weirton Area Literacy Council,
the Mary H. Weir Public Library (a United Way
Agency), WV Laubach Literacy program, and
the Weirton Daily Times/Herald Star Partners in
Education Project. 

Lucy Headley Owens thought she
had everyone fooled until she entered
the third grade. Until this year, she
had no problem fooling her friends,

her family, and even her teachers. Her secret was
that she could not read.

Owens said that when she had an assign-
ment, her older brother would read it to her. As
he spoke, she carefully memorized the words
and pictures. “I would go to bed and keep
saying it over and over to myself. By morning,
I’d know it,” she said.

When Owens’ secret came out, she was forced
to repeat the third grade. This was only the
beginning of the problems she encountered in
school. After graduating the ninth grade, Owens
had to quit school because her mother became ill.

84-year-old earns high school certificate
This article was reprinted in part from the Cumberland Times-News and written by Ivy Smith, Times-News staff writer.

After a year break, the Depression had begun,
forcing Owens to miss another year of school.
With all the missed class time, she decided not
to go back.

Through many years of working different
jobs, Owens wrote poetry to keep her mind
active. However it was not until the age of 84
that she decided to go back to school and earn
her GED.

“I felt like I needed it because we get free
schooling. We should all take advantage of it,”
said Owens.

That is exactly what she did. With encourage-
ment from her family, especially her daughter
Shirley Roberson, Owens enrolled in night

Continued on page 18
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One of the adults in my English for
Speakers of Other Languages (ES)
class turned to me after class recently
and said, “You lucky. You love job.”

She’s right, but I’m not sure she knows why. It’s
the students. They inspire me with their humor,
intuitions, and compassion. They amaze me
with their courage and spirit in the face of
obstacles and frustrations that would probably
have me hiding under my bed. This is especially
true of Fakrolmolok Firouzi and Nellie Hulsey.
Both are enrolled in ABE classes, and both are in
their 80’s.

Mrs. Firouzi moved to the United States from
Iran 16 years ago. She was 67, an age that many
of us think of as a time to relax, travel, fish, read.
Instead, Mrs. Firouzi was beginning a life in a
country where she didn’t speak the language or
understand the customs.

With the rise of
power of the Ayatollah,
most members of Mrs.
Firouzi’s family settled
in the U.S., went to
school, got jobs, and
became citizens. It was
more difficult for her;
she wasn’t able to
practice speaking
English through a job
or community activi-
ties, and most of the
people she knew spoke
her native language,
Farsi. Still, she wanted
to be a citizen of her
adopted country.
      In October 2000,
Raleigh County adult
basic education (ABE)
and WV Laubach
Literacy worked
together to establish an
ESL class. Mrs. Firouzi
and her daughter,
Farah Nakhaei, were
two of the first to

enroll. Together, they studied the English
language and prepared for the citizenship test.
In March 2002, they went to Charleston to take
the test. Because of her age and length of time in

You’re never too old
By Shalom Tazewell, regional technical assis-
tant with West Virginia Laubach Literacy

the U.S., Mrs. Firouzi was offered an interpreter.
She said she wanted to take the test in English.
Both Mrs. Firouzi and her daughter passed the
test, and at age 83 Mrs. Firouzi became a U.S.
citizen.

Nellie Hulsey is 84 years old and a West
Virginia native. She was only four years old
when her mother died. She and her brother
went to live with relatives. By the age of 12, she
was working, cleaning homes in exchange for
room and board. When she was hired to walk
another child to and from school, Mrs. Hulsey
was able to attend class and finish the eighth
grade. But her education was again interrupted
when she needed to care for a sick friend. Soon
after, she married and began raising a family of
six children and helping her husband farm 300+
acres in Monroe County.

Sixty years later, Mrs. Hulsey had a chance to
resume her education when LAMP (Literate
Adults Mean Prosperity) started an adult
education class at the community center of the
Hinton House apartments in Summers County.
Mrs. Hulsey was one of the first to enroll and
has been attending regularly for the last 18
months.

Occasionally, someone will ask Mrs. Hulsey
why she’s going to school. “It’s not like you’re
going to get a job,” they say. Mrs. Hulsey tells
them, “It’s fun to learn. And you’re never too old.”

Both Mrs. Hulsey and Mrs. Firouzi are role
models, not just for seniors or other adult
education students, but for all of us. They are
reminders of the strength of the human spirit
and its enduring faith in the possibility of a
better world. 

Above: Nellie Hulsey with a few of her classmates
during LAMP class.
Left: Mrs. Firouzi at her U.S. citizenship ceremony.
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The Marion County Adult Education Center in
Fairmont has found a way to use the many years
of experience of retired learning center coordina-
tor Sandra Rosenberger.

Rosenberger, who retired in 2001, returned as
a part-time teacher during the 2001-2002 school
year. She taught a highly motivational ABE class

Retired coordinator returns in part-time capacity
that combines the grammar, math, and work
attributes needed for the modern business office
as well as beginning computer literacy skills.
Most of the students in her class found jobs or
entered a higher level of educational training.

This school year, Rosenberger is developing a
new computer lab. The lab will consist of twelve
computers, reading software, and reading
material that follows recent research in the field.
She plans to develop a curriculum that will
encourage students to use the computer for
reading improvement. The program will consist
of a blend of software, Internet sites, and basic
computer literacy as well as written material
with an emphasis on recreational reading. In
addition, she will continue to teach the gram-
mar, keyboarding, and math skills for the
students enrolled in the ABE class with employ-
ment in a modern office as a goal.

Rosenberger says that developing innovative
ways to deliver ABE skills to adults was the best
part of her former job and that she is happy to
continue helping Marion County. 

Brenda Browning of Cabell County
has retired after 28 years of teaching
Adult Basic Education (ABE). She
said she had enjoyed both teaching

and her students. The class at the Ollie Adult
Learning Center, her first site, was made up of a
lot of Vietnam Veterans. Once, the attendance
for this class put the center at 3,600 hours for a
single month. This was due to the number of
veterans studying there.

After the Ollie Center was torn down, Brown-
ing moved temporarily to the old Barnett
Elementary school. Finally, the new Huntington
Cabell County Library was completed, includ-
ing a room designed especially for the Adult
Learning Center. Browning finally had a facility
where she could adequately serve her students.
The class began there in 1980, and she remained
there until her retirement in June 2002.

Of retirement, Browning said, “I am enjoying
it a great deal. I get to spend time with my
husband, four daughters, and 11 grandchildren,
from whom I get a great deal of pleasure.”

Brenda Browning has always been on the
cutting edge of adult learning. Her students

Cabell County ABE instructor becomes substitute
By Sandy Taylor and Janne Rice, Cabell County Career Technology Center

Welcome back, Kathi
Kathi Polis, the assistant director of adult educa-

tion, has returned to the West Virginia Department
of Education. We welcome her back after a leave of
absence with the National Adult Education Profes-
sional Development Consortium. Kathi returned to
the Department on September 2, 2002 and has
resumed her former duties as assistant director.

Kathi can be reached at 558-6317. Her e-mail
address is <kpolis@access.k12.wv.us>.

respect her highly and have been very successful
because of her help. She has always cared
deeply for her students and has risen to any
challenge.

As she spoke of the “good old days,” Brown-
ing talked about the most gratifying part of
being an ABE instructor. “When you are lucky
enough to have a student that really wants to
learn and succeed, and this student works really
hard to do so and then receives his/her GED, it
makes teaching worthwhile. This is what it is all
about, and it not only fills the student with pride
but also the instructor.”

In addition to serving as an ABE instructor,
she has worked as a peer trainer, served on the
board of directors of the WV Adult Education
Association, Inc. (WVAEA), and been a state-
wide force for ABE. She and a few of her stu-
dents were featured on the ABE poster which
was used throughout the state to launch a
marketing campaign in 1999. A truly talented
ABE professional, Browning was named 1993
Adult Educator of the Year by the WVAEA. She
will be greatly missed in the full-time capacity, but
plans to come back in the fall as a substitute. 
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New GED administrator named
      Debra Kimbler, who received the
West Virginia Rookie of the Year award
for 1996-1997, was named the new
General Educational Development
(GED) administrator for West Virginia in
July. She has 21 years experience as an
educator, instructing at early childhood,
middle school, and college levels. She
has been responsible for implementing
curriculum, discipline, community
relations, and character education
through the Logan County school system.

As the chief GED examiner for Logan County, Kimbler
implemented all policies and procedures for the Logan County
GED testing center, and established a model GED testing center
in Logan County. She implemented the first GED graduation in
collaboration with several other agencies and, as a peer trainer
for the West Virginia Department of Education GED testing,
performed on-site technical assistance visits, provided in-service
training, conducted meetings, and trained new examiners.

Kimbler developed effective, innovative marketing strategies
which she shared with others at the 1995 West Virginia GED
Conference. She also made presentations at the 2000 and the
2001 annual National Administrator’s Conferences.

She is married to James Kimbler, community service manager
for the Department of Health and Human Resources. They have
two sons, Kristopher and Chad.

Several of employees of Regional
Education Service Area (RESA) III
retired this year and were honored at
a picnic in June. They included:

Karen Kern and Sue Miller, teachers from
Kanawha County; Mary Clare Moses, learning
center coordinator from Putnam County; and
Carol Boggess, secretary at the RESA III Dunbar
office. All received rocking chairs as parting gifts.

Karen Kern began teaching in Kanawha
County in 1979. She divided her time between
the English as a Second Language (ESL) pro-
gram and the main learning center at Garnet
Career Center, where she was an active member
of the faculty senate.

She helped establish the Literacy Volunteers
of America (LVA) affiliate in Kanawha County
and served on the LVA-WV board of directors.

RESA III retirees honored
By Cathy Shank, Barry Kelly and Laura Wilcox, RESA III

She has also served on the board of Refugee and
Migration Services, helping refugees settle in the
community. An active member of the WV Adult
Education Association, Inc. (WVAEA) she has
served as secretary and board member. In 1997,
she was named WV Adult Educator of the Year.
Kern also served the state adult basic education
(ABE) program as a peer trainer, curriculum
writer, and presenter at local, state, and national
conferences. Although she has retired from
teaching, she will remain active on a contract
basis in preparing ESL Citizenship and Civics
curriculum modules.

Sue Miller retired from her full-time position
at Garnet Adult Learning Center this year, but
will return this fall as a regular part-time
instructor. Since retiring in June, she has devel-
oped and taught a study skills class for candi-
dates entering the LPN program at Garnet.

Miller began her ABE career in 1980 as an ESL
instructor. In 1984, she initiated the Kanawha
County Adult Reading Program (KCARP) and
became its first adult literacy coordinator. She

Kanawha County retiring teachers Karen
Kern and Sue Miller with former assistant
director of adult education Linda Kelly.

Continued on page 19

Mary Clare
Moses with
RESA III adult
education
coordinator
Barry Kelly.
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The program helps participants with job
placement, support services, counseling, and
assistance with any other barriers. It emphasizes
awareness of community and occupational
resources as well as workplace and home
environment skills.

Any student who complies with the stan-
dards of the class will complete the program and
receive certification. These people are better
prepared to get jobs with the potential for
advancement. 

Excel System
Continued from page 5

that no one could resist. Michelle Holloway, the
most recent scholarship recipient, attended and
brought her friend Kelvin with her. Kelvin is
attending ABE classes at Marion County Adult

BOLT
Continued from page 8

minimum wage times each volunteer hour
worked. Last year they made $300. This year
they expect to make $600. The job will take six
hours and 15 volunteers.

Marion County LVA held their fourth annual
Run to Read Race on June 22. Carl Hatfield
hosted a runner’s clinic on Friday evening
before the race at the Marion LVA center. Carl, a
descendant of “Devil Anse” Hatfield, is a
member of the West Virginia University Sports
Hall of Fame. A former WVU cross country and
track runner, he also qualified four times in
Olympic marathon trials.

The day began at 7:30 a.m. with the 15K run.
The 5K race-walk started at 9:00 a.m. and the 5K
run and Fun Run (1.5 miles) at 9:15 a.m. Sixty-
eight runners completed the 15K run, 78 runners
completed the 5K, and 20 completed the Fun
Run. One walker, John R., a Marion County LVA
student, has completed the walk all four years.
Other LVA race participants included ESL
student Rosalba O., and Tutor Tim Wedge.

All the races, which take many hours of
preparation work, are held at the Marion
County Adult Education Center, which houses
the LVA affiliate. After the race, participants and
volunteers were given an opportunity to enjoy a
complimentary swim at Fairmont’s wave pool.  

Fundraising ideas
Continued from page 5

Learning Center and wants to join BOLT. During
our discussions, we found that they were very
interested in working to promote adult educa-
tion and our organization.

We discussed the annual conference and
noted a great deal of interest in the grant writing
session scheduled for Friday, October 11 and the
Math Made Simple session scheduled for
Thursday, October 10. A new literacy tutor, Eve
Light, joined us at the picnic.

We collected some cash for the BOLT Flower
Fund. Afterwards, the collection basket was
filled with small gift items, and a drawing was
held to award the container and a pecan pie.

The Literacy training workshop was held at
North Bend State Park June 15-16. I was invited
to speak about the student organization. Ron
and Brenda Hickman attended, too, and assisted
Pam Makricosta by distributing materials. The
Hickmans and I received a good response from
the tutors who attended the workshop.

I will be very happy to see old and new
friends at the conference in Canaan!  

classes at Springfield Elementary School under
the instruction of Linda Nixon.

“It was so hard,” said Owens, pointing out
she had heard many stories that getting a GED
was “just taking a test.” She was required to
learn, and in some cases relearn, science, litera-
ture, social studies, writing, and math. The most
challenging, she said, was math, because algebra
and geometry were new subjects to her.

The class did not run like a class in a struc-
tured school. Students began at different levels
and worked at their own speed. All the work
did pay off. Owens passed her test, earning her
a GED and confidence.

“I’m glad I did it because I know now I can
keep on learning,” she said. “If we all would
keep working and studying and reading we
would all be better off.”

At the Hampshire County graduation cer-
emony, Owens told her story of educational
struggle. Prior to the ceremony, Owens offered
this advice for anyone who may be thinking
about getting a GED. “Don’t ever say you can’t
do it until you’ve tried and tried hard. If I can do
it, you can do it.”

Owens said she now hopes to use the desig-
nation to help children who struggle in school.
She wants to reach out to children in the third
and fourth grades. 

84-year-old
Continued from page 15
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Governor’s Council
Continued from page 7

teers and students will receive computer
training on the new literacy software installed
on the library’s new student computers.
Tyler County Laubach Literacy: This volunteer
literacy program will strive to recruit students
in need of literacy service by constructing a
billboard to promote community awareness of
the importance of literacy. The billboard will be
posted twice, in August and March. 

Laura Kiser, ABE Coordinator

Two hundred twenty-six adult education practitioners
and staff attended the 27th Annual Technical and Adult
Education Conference in Charleston during July 2002.
Many professional development sessions focused on
teaching techniques and strategies for effectively serving
low-level readers and students struggling with reading
and writing skills.

Participants reported that they appreciated learning
teaching techniques for the targeted skill areas that can
be taken back to the Adult Basic Education (ABE)
classroom immediately. They also expressed apprecia-
tion for the chance for teachers to share classroom
management techniques. These strategies help teachers
to document student enrollment and attendance using
the Adult Education Management Information System

(AEMIS), and to monitor student progress using formal
assessment tools and/or Instructional Goals and Objec-
tives (IGOs) verification checklists.

The comments submitted by the summer conference
participants are very helpful. You may be assured that
this feedback will guide the planning for professional
development for 2003.

Some of the summer sessions will be repeated as pre-
conference sessions at the fall WVAEA conference
October 9 at Canaan Valley. Others will be offered
regionally this fall. ABE professional development
sessions are open to adult education professionals and
volunteers. For more information, go to the ABE website
at <http://wvabe.org> and click on the button for
WVABE Calendar of Events. 

Popular summer conference sessions to be repeated

was a certified tutor and tutor trainer for LVA of
Kanawha County and also chaired the Kanawha
County coalition for adult literacy, Partners for
Literacy.

Putnam County ABE instructor and learning
center coordinator Mary Clare Moses retired
with 47 years of experience in the field of
education, but plans to return to work part-time
as a basic skills instructor with “out of school
youth” in Putnam County.  She had worked in
the Adult Learning Center at the Putnam Career
and Technical Center since 1989.

Previously, she was the director of education
at the Anthony Correctional Center in Green-
brier County (1984-1986) and the learning center
coordinator at Shawnee Community Center in

Retirees honored
Continued from page 17

Kanawha County (1978-
1984).

An active member of
WVAEA, Moses had served
as both a board member and
as president. She also was a
member of the WV Literacy
Coalition and a certified
tutor and tutor trainer for
LVA of Putnam County.

Secretary Carol Boggess
also retired from RESA III,
but will continue to be part
of the ABE family in a part-
time capacity at RESA III.
She has 27 years of service
in programs such as JTPA,
TANF, ABE, and Medicaid
at the WV Department of
Education and RESA III. 

Above: Secretary
Carol Boggess tries
out the rocker given
to her.
Right: Mary Clare
Moses with Dr.
Samuel Sentelle,
superintendent of
Putnam County
schools.



20 NETWORKS

Networks
501 22nd Street
Dunbar, WV 25064

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #2925

Charleston, WV
25301

Deadline for winter newsletter:
November 19, 2002

At 77, a graduate
Continued from page 13

government. She and her husband shared
hobbies from hunting to rock collecting. Still, she
felt a void that only a diploma would fill.

It was January of 2001 when she took the
plunge to begin earning a high school diploma.
She loved all the classes except math but man-
aged to muster through even that. She carefully
hid papers and books from her children until the
date of her graduation approached. Her hus-
band, a retired employee of the U.S. Postal
Service, helped her keep her secret.

“I’m tickled to death,” he said of his wife’s
accomplishment. “Absolutely! It took a lot of
spunk and work.”

She said she is thankful for her husband’s support
and the grace of God for getting her to this point.

When she walked through graduation in cap
and gown, her family was there, including her
husband and their children, Edward Baldwin of
Big Chimney, Sandra Vandergrift of Charleston,
and Judith Boyd of Yorktown, VA.

But Baldwin isn’t through with her thirst for
learning. She is now taking computer classes at
Garnet Career Center and toying with the idea
of college classes.

What is her advice to older adults considering
returning to school?

“I say go for it,” she said. “There is no use in
waiting any longer. I would do it again.”

Editor’s note: Marsha Washington shared with
me that Mildred’s family bought her a class ring after
graduation, which she wears proudly.

New RESA V regional coordinator
     Dianna Flanagan was
hired as the regional
coordinator of adult
education for RESA V on
July 1. Dianna has been an
adult basic education
teacher/county coordina-
tor, trainer of adult educa-
tion personnel, a mentor,
workplace consultant, and
curriculum writer. She was
selected by the West
Virginia Adult Education
Association, Inc. (WVAEA)
as the 1990-91 Educator of

the Year, and in September, 1998 represented WV at
the National Forum on Adult Education and Literacy
in Washington, DC.

In March of 2000, Dianna was appointed to the
Region 4 WIA (Workforce Investment Act) board as
the ABE representative. She serves on the Perfor-
mance Measures Committee and is also part of the
Work4WV Management Consortium that manages
the One-Stop for Region 4, where she serves as the
chair for the consortium.

Dianna has been actively involved with the “Hit
the Ground Running” program, which was started at
the request of the Region 4 WIB private sector
members who saw a need for soft skills training. She
currently has HTGR classes running or scheduled for
the nine counties of Region 4 on a continuous basis.

Married to Michael Flanagan, Dianna is the mother
of three children and grandmother of two little girls.

Dianna with Emily
Rebecca Flanagan
and Hannah
Elizabeth Sprout.


